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PREFACE. 



These Lectures are the result of successive teach- 
ings on the Book of the Prophet Daniel, delivered 
at Torquay by Leonakd Strong during the winter 
of 1870-71. 

Some friends were desirous they should be written 
out and published ; not only that the teaching they 
contain might be made available to students of 
prophetic truth, but that otheis also might be led 
to turn their attention to what the Spirit of God 
unfolds in this revelation of the future. 

They were, however, spoken without notes, as the 
Lord helped at the time ; l3ut from notes of each, 
taken by some hearers and by further waiting on 
the Spirit of Truth, the following are written and 
commended to the saints of God, with much prayer 
that His blessing may rest upon them. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



In order to receive the instruction of God from the 
recorded events and divine revelations of this book, 
as well as to enter rightly into the feelings of the 
prophet, and have true sympathy with his spirit in ' 
the successive visions concerning his people and the 
GentUe nations, we must not allow our minds to be 
narrowed by the question of our personal salvation 
only. Yielding ourselves to the Spirit of God, we 
must let our thoughts be expanded and carried on- 
ward in the contemplation of God*s eternal purpose 
in the glories of Him — the woman*s Seed, the Seed 
of Abraham — to whom all the promises are made, 
and in whom all nations and families upon earth are 
to be blessed; with whom, also, we are identified, 
quickened into His life as sons and co-heirs with . 
Him, as members of His flesh and bones, yea, His • - 
body and the fulnea» of Himself. For shall we not 
be with Him when He comes to gather up His pur- 
chased possessions as Son of God, Son of Man, Seed 
of Abraham, Son of David, King of Israel, and King 
of Nations? We must remember that the Word, John i.i-». 
the only-begotten Son of God, created all things in 
heaven and upon earth. They were created by Him, 
and for Him; and by Him all things stand t.ogj5ktJckKt-c»vv\^>>:v. 
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We must look back to the beginning, and behold 
how all things, when first created, were placed under 
the dominion of man, (Jod resting in complacence 
over His first purpose as apparently accomplished, 
pronouncing all very good, and blessing His whole 
work. Then we see a mysterious antagonistic power 
arising and prevailing by craft in a serpents form 
to mar the beauty and perfectness of the scene, and 
bring in sin and death. 

This continuously antagonistic power we must 
acknowledge as present aU through our Scripture 
history, or we shall never rightly understand the 
wisdom and power of God in Christ and His cross 
as accomplishing His purposes, either in Israel, the 
nations, or in us, elected out of both, in whom He 
will be glorified and admired at His appearing and 
kingdom. 

In the beginning, as a serpent, did he seduce the 
first man as soon as God had set him up. Then 
we see him as Satan, the constant enemy of God and 
man ; also as Diabolus, or Devil, the accuser. Lastly, 
as a dragon, he would be the devourer of the 
woman's seed, whether of her family in the heavens, 
or afterwards upon earth. When the tempter suc- 
ceeded at the first, he knew not of the Second Man, 
the One reserved in God's purpose, " the polished 
isa. xiix. shaft " hidden in God's quiver, the only-begotten in 
the bosom of the Father, whom he would be unable 
to seduce, convict of sin, or destroy. By His cross 
Heb. iz. 26. and death He has now put away sin and abolished 
J Tim. i 10. death for all who believe on Him ; for in His death 
coi.ii. 15. as a curse upon the tree He spoiled principalities 
and powers of darkness, triumphing thereby over 
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him who had hitherto through sin the power of 
death. 

From the begimung the Word was the Life and 
light of men, which Satan could not destroy. Sin 
in man had defiled the earth. God therefore cursed oen. lu. n. 
what He had made, and at langth when the whole 
earth was defiled with sin l^ man, who had corrupted • 
and filled it with violence, God saw fit to destroy 
them with the earth which He had made, and the 

• 

first heavens juad earth, being overflowed with water, 
perished. All returned under the water, as at theiPet.iii 
first, and all flesh went down imder the waters of 
judgment, but darkness returned not again ! Light 
and Life remained in God's purpose in Christ, who 
was now the Light and Life of men, and God con- 
firmed His covenant in Noah. The Ark and its o«n. vi. w- 
freight went safely through the judgment, and came 
forth into a new heavens and a new earth, set up in 
new promises under the rainbow covenant, which 
must be all fulfilled to man and beast before the 
next great change by fire shall take place, out of 
which shall surely come the new heavens and earth, 
wherein righteousness shall dwell, and God shall 
tabernacle with men — Immanuel. Until then seed- 
time and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, 
day and night shall not cease. 

In this Heavens and Earth God has developed His oen. xii. 
further counsels ; and to Abraham and his Seed were oen. xiv. 
promises made, especially concerning the ultimate 
blessing of nations and families in the earth. From 
Abraham should come the nation and the Seed in ;^ 

whom all should receive blessing. The sign given to 
Abraham was, that his descendants should %q dQ^\>L 
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into a strange country and be aflBicted, and in the 
fourth generation come up thence a great nation, and 
worship God in the land where Abraham had been a 

isa. ii pilgrim. All this came to pass, and we have in the 

isa. ix. 6, 7. Jews, the children of Abraham, those from whom 
will come that royal nation among whom Christ wiU 

Isa. xi. place His earthly throne, and dispense judgment and 

Isa. xjdT. 28. justice to the nations of the earth. 

jer.xxiii. The events that are first shown in this book as 
taking place in the earth are the transference to the 
Gentiles of the kingdom and power over the nations, 
which had been committed to the Throne of David, 

2 K^nm xxi. and the raising up a mighty king who should destroy 
what God had set up in Solomon, both the temple 
and city, utterly ^ " as a man wipeth a dish, and turneth 
it upside down,'* carrying the people into captivity 
under promises of future restoration. * 

The visions granted to Daniel are concerning his 
people only. Israel is trodden down of the Gentiles. 
How long is God's indignation to last against them ? 
How long is it to be to the end of the Gentile 
dominion ? In the light of these questions we must 
regard the first advent of our Lord Christ. He came 
to redeem His people Israel ; to die for their sins ; 

Ps. ex. to be raised from the dead to God's right hand ; thence 
to come with power, delivering them from their sins 
and enemies, and fulfilling among all nations of the 
earth through them the Scriptures of Moses, the 
Psalms, and Prophets, concerning Himself. 

It is only in the light of this truth that we can 
rightly understand the four Gospels, as they are 
called, and that the kingdom could not come, be- 
cause the Jews rejected their King for Caesar, even 
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after the Holy Ghost, sent down from their Messiah 
at the right hand of God, had proclaimed His grace 
and readiness to come, forgiving all they had done Acts ru. 
to Him as the Son of Man. Therefore the Gentile 
dominion has been extended — Jerusalem is trodden 
down, the earthly people, as such, are nowhere, and 
God is calling out from among all nations a people 
to the rejected Christ at His right hand. There, as 
true believers, we enjoy the golden Altar worship of 
continual praise in the Holiest of all, which wasHeb. xiu. 

■^ 10-16. 

never opened to the Jew, but is now open to usH«t.i»-3.4. 
in the value and power of that one atonement once 
offered outside the camp, and the earthly place of 
worship is now ignored. Yes, as the blood of the 
beast burnt outside the camp was carried at once 
into the Holiest, put upon the horns of the golden 
Altar of incense, and sprinkled on and before the $ 
Mercy- seat, so our dear Lord laid down His life, 
and, taking it again, has gone in, carrying us in with 
Him in His resurrection and ascension, according to 
Ephesians i. ii. 

From thence He will come with us in power and 
great glory to deliver His people Israel, who will be, 
as before, found in Jerusalem, suffering under their 
chosen Caesar, the great Antichrist of the last days, 
with a remnant crying out for Him, their promised ^^ ^^^ ^^ 

Messiah ! p^'^v'"' 

In this light of truth, in which we as the called 
and chosen in Christ stand, let us, looking for the 
instruction of the Holy Ghost, address ourselves to 
the consideration of this precious portion of the Pro- 
phetic Word. 



LEOTURES ON THE BOOK OF DANIEL 



CHAPTER I. 

Bead the Chapter. 

This book opens a most important era in the world's 
history, and we cannot rightly understand the true 
meaning of all the great changes spoken of, especially 
in connexion with Israel, unless we take our place 
as it were with the Christians at Jerusalem in Acts 
XV., and interpret all according to the conclusion 
they came to, " Known unto God are all His works 
from the beginning." We must be assured that God 
is ordering all things according to His own purposes 
in Him who is emphatically the First and the Last, 
the Alpha and Omega. Here we have indeed the 
commencement of what is designated as the " times 
of the Gentiles," the time of Gentile dominion 
in the earth. The kingdom of David was thrown 
down, and a Gentile kingdom set up on its ruins. 
Grod did not at once bring all the judgments upon 
Jerusalem, but previous to its total desolations, and 
the terrible calamities of the siege. He caused Nebu-2Chron. 
chadnezzar to go up, and subduing Jehoiachim make 
him tributary, carrying away to Babylon all the chief 
princes, the sacred vessels, and the choicest ol ^ 
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CHAP. I. the people. Amongst these are Daniel and Ezekiel, 
and indeed they appear to be a godly faithful rem- 
nant, who are especially mentioned and denoted by 
the basket of good figs in Jer. xxiv., and of whom 
the prophet thus spake, "Like these good figs, so 
will I acknowledge them that are carried away cap- 
tive of Judah, whom I have sent out of this place 
into the land of the Chaldeans for their good. For 
I will set mine eyes upon them for good, and I will 
bring them again to this land," &c. ; whereas the 
rest, described by the basket of evil figs, are given 
up to condign punishment as a proverb and a curse. 
In this surely we perceive a parallel in the future of 
the Jews under the last evil one. (See Isaiah Ixv., 
and Zech. xiii. 8, 9.) But a more marked parallel 
will be that of the taking up of ourselves, the called 
of God now, into the fellowship of Christ, before the 
great tribulation that is to come upon Israel and 
apostate Christendom in the last days. 

Can we not also in the history we are about to 
consider of the rule of the Gentiles, and the presence 
of the Grod-fearing Jews, as owned and sustained by 
God in the midst of an idolatrous world, witnessing 
for the God of heaven, and the certainty of the re- 
storation of Jerusalem, perceive a parallel to our 
own present position, as in the world, but not of it, 
as submitting by the command of our Lord to the 
rule of the Gentile authority, nevertheless the real 
servants of our Lord Jesus, whom alone we own as 
Lord? While Daniel is a personation of the true 
Jewish hope, yet does he not, in connexion with the 
restoration of the nation, and the building of the 
city by Ezra and Nehemiah, also remind us of our 
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place of testimony in connexion with the kingdom of chap. i. 
Messiah upon the earth ? We are the preachers of 
its approach, but are not ourselves the subjects of it^ 
even as he was not a subject of that restoration ; his 
heart was set upon a greater and permanent restora- 
tion, and waiting for that he passed away imknown 
in Babylon to stand in his lot at the end of the oh. zu. is. 
days ! 

Daniel must have been but a young man at the 
commencement of the captivity, yet had he already 
a rich place in the mind and heart of God, being 
especially selected from among men in association 
with Noah and Job in the prophecy of Ezekiel xiv. 
Now seeing that the position of these righteous Jews 
was in so many ways similar to ours, let us, before 
we proceed further in considering their faithfulness 
in trials, perceive in what their great strength lay. 

In the first place it lay in their knowledge. They 
knew from the Word that God had placed them in 
Babylon in love, that His eye was upon them for 
good ; that His thoughts toward them were thoughts 
of peace, and not of evil, to give them an expected 
end ; therefore they exhibited in themselves " works 
of faith, labours of love, and patience of hope." They 
submitted to their position, builded houses, raised up 
families, and prayed for the peace of the city to their 
own Lord, seeing He had promised that in the peace 
of Babylon would be their peace. They were in Baby- 
lon, but not of it, yet they were a blessing in it, and 
they were the only persons who cast their souls upon 
the God of heaven for preservation, and with whom 
He could have (jommunion. jer. xxix. 

So are we, who are Christs, in this world ! Though 
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CHAP. I. our life is hid with Christ in Gtod, yet is our place of 
service down here. We take up the relationships 
here, of husband and wife, parents and children, 
masters and servants, and in these serve and please 

1 Tim. iL God. We are also exhorted to pray for all men, and 
for kings and those in authority, that we may lead 

Rom. xiii. quict and peaceable lives, and we are thus obedient 

1 Peter ii. to the powcrs that be, being strengthened by the 
word of grace and promise. 

They were deprived of Jerusalem, but not separated 
from the love of God ; and as Grod was with Joseph 
in the prison, so Jehovah was with them in Babylon. 
Though strangers there, they had peace and a rest 
and a home in God Himself and His word ! They had 
very special promises concerning their future before 
they came there. They knew that as a people they 
were going back to Jerusalem from whence they 
came, and who would lead them back, even Cyrus as 
foretold by Isaiah xliv. 21-28, and with this thought 
they kept the faith delivered to them, as to the name 
of the Lord being placed for the Jews in JenLScdem ; 
that wherever they might be driven among the Gen- 
tiles, they would be heard in their prayer as they 
looked toward Jerusalem, where Jehovah had re- 

1 Kings viii. cordcd His name ! 

44-48 

So, dear friends, we acknowledge a Name \ One 
only Name, where we can find our God, towards 
which we turn and are folly blessed! Jesus the 
Christ, the Son of the living Gk)d, and He is in 
the heavens. Our mercy-seat in heaven, our Great 
High Priest^ our altar of worship by whom we offer 
the sacrifice of praise — ^is Jesus Christ — the Son of 
Gk)d. Our worship-place is in Him, now at the right 



LSCTUBES ON THE BOOK OF DANIEL. 15 

Iiand of Grod, as He says, '' No man cometh to the chap. i. 

Father, but by Me." 

There was another chief source of strength in these 

faithful Jews in Babylon. They with purpose of heart Acts xi. m. 

clave to the Lord. They steadfastly purposed in their 

heart that they would not defile themselves with the 

king's meat or wine. Gk)d alone should be the 

strength of their heart, the health of their bodies, 

and the source of their wisdom and knowledge. The 

consequence was there were none of the wisest and 

strongest of the Babylonians to be compared to them. 

These God-fearing Jews surpassed all. In all matters 

of wisdom and imderstanding they were found and 

acknowledged by all to be ten times better than all 

the magicians and astrologers that were in all the 

realm. The circumstances imder which these Jews 

were placed are quite new in the Scripture history. 

A people subjected entirely to the rule of the Grentile 

world, and yet especially owned as the Lord's, with 

whom were deposited His promises, with whom the 

Spirit of God dwelt, and to whom His word was 

revealed. 

But, dear friends, these are the very circumstances 

in which we are placed, and in which we stand. 

When we are quickened into the fellowship of the 

life of Christ through faith, we become immediately 

strangers in the world, but sons and heirs of God. 

Yes, He who hath established us in Christ, and hath 

anointed us is God; who hath also sealed us, and 2 cor. i. 21, 

22. 

given us the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts. We 
are of God, while the whole world still lieth in thei Johnv. 19. 
wicked one; and though we are at present made 
subject to the princes of this world, we know from 
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CHAP. I. the Word their doom, and the end of all their power. 
The wisdom of this world is foolishness, and the 
princes of this world, who crucified the Lord of Glory, 
will soon come to nought. 

Let not the faith of these captive Jews condemn 
or shame us ! Shall we, the anointed of God, who 
claim Jesus Christ for our wisdom, we who are called 
into fellowship with the Father and Son, who are 
called to walk in the light with God, be stooping to 
the darkness of this world for wisdom ? We who 
know the wisdom of God, even the hidden wisdom 
ordained before the world unto our glory ? God for- 
bid ! Giving every man a reason for the hope that is 
in us, let us, denying all ungodliness and worldly 

Tit. ii. 12, 18. lusts, livo sobcrly, righteously, and godly in this evil 
age, looking for that blessed hope, and glorious ap- 
pearing of our God and Saviour Jesus Christ, and 
reject the wisdom from beneath, ignoring the magi- 
cians and astrologers of this Babylon. Let us, like 

Geii.xiv. Abraham at the feet of Melchisedec, the Priest of 
the Most High God, possessor of heaven and earth, 
refuse to take a shred from the wisdom or glory of 
this world, and walk on in the light of the prophetic 
word to meet our bright and Morning Star — Jesus, 
the Lord of Glory ! 
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CHAPTEE II. 

Bead the Chapter. 

The Lord had given promise to Abraham and his 
Seed, that the land from the river of Egypt to the 
Euphrates should be theirs for ever, in an everlasting 
covenant ; He had declared to Jerusalem the daughter °*^- *^:. 
of Zion, that her king should have dominion from 
sea to sea, and from the river imto the ends of theZoch.ix. lo. 
earth. He had, moreover, spoken in vision by the 
prophet to David, that He would establish his throne 
for ever I 

Nevertheless, He set up the kingdom in Solomon 
only, as an earnest of what He would establish in 
Christ . — and also to show that it was impossible for 
man, as he is to carry out the purposes of God, or to 
bear the glory for God ! It is reserved for the true 
Seed, the only begotten Son of God, as the Son of 
man, — the Second Man, the Lord from heaven, to 
be the Amen or fulfiUer of the eternal purposes of rov. m. u. 
God in the heaven and earth, therefore God gave the 
kingdom to Solomon only conditionally, on his con- 
stantly fulfilling His commandments; and the ex-ichron. 
hortation of David to this his son runs thus : — " If **^** 
thou seek the Lord thy God, He will be found of thee ; 
but if thou forsake Him, He will cast thee off for 
ever ! " 

The wickedness of the liouse of David would bring 
the kingdom to an end, seeing the throne could owbf 

B 
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CHAP. II. be established by righteousness ! therefore it did not 
stand, and still awaits the righteous Branch which 
has sprung out of David's roots, who, at the ap- 

jer. xxiii. pointed time, shall come back to " reign and prosper, 
and to execute judgment and justice in the earth. 
. . . And this is His name, whereby He shall be 
called — Jehovah our Eighteousness ! " 

The wickedness of David's house brought the 
kingdom to an end. This wickedness culminated in 

2Kmg8»d.Manasseh, the son of Hezekiah, but ere this took 

jer. XV. 4. place, Isaiah had foretold the ultimate blessing to the 
throne of David, and Jerusalem ; and that what was 
forfeited in the first man would be redeemed and 
eternally established in the second! God did not 
substitute, as the Gentile nation, who should hold 
dominion over the earth until Christ should come, 
the kingdom that had assumed its own power — ^the 
Assyrian empire, established by Mmrod the mighty 
hunter, — but He lifted up a dependancy of that king- 
dom to displace it in the earth, and to become His 
own chosen servant, to carry out His will, and judg- 
ment upon all the nations around, as well as upon 
Jerusalem: thus we read in Jeremiah xxvii. Jehovah's 
message to the nations of the earth, — " And now have 
I given all these lands into the hand of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, the King of Babylon, my servant . . . and 
all nations shall serve him and his son, and his son's 
son, until the very time of his land come : and then 
many nations and great kings shall serve themselves 
of him." 

Thus is this first head of the Gentile power, like 
the Antichrist in the last days, God's servant at first 
to punish Israel, and prove and make white his 
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faithful remnant, and then to be punished himself, chap. ii. 
Nebuchadnezzar, thus suddenly lifted into great jer."^ 
power, not only over the nations around, but over ^^^' 
that mysterious throne of David, — that marvellous 
nation, wonderful from its beginning, given into Ids 
hand so completely to subdue, — seems stunned and 
astonished at his success. God sent him dreams, the 
purport of which so troubled his mind that his sleep 
went from him. 

Oh, my friends, this dream of Nebuchadnezzar, as 
a revelation from God to us, neglected though it 
generally is, opens up to us an era in this world*s 
history, the only key to the right understanding of 
His purposes in heaven and earth ! It gives us data 
from which to calculate and be certain of the future 
kingdom and glories of the Christ ! It also establishes 
the principle which, when Daniel clearly understood, 
caused him to bless the God of heaven, for wisdom 
and might are His ! " He changeth the times and the 
seasons : He removeth kings, and setteth up kings : 
He giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to 
them that know understanding." 

It reveals to us clearly, what is afterwards termed 
the "times of the Gentiles !" that Gentile dominion 
shall continue until Christ comes to reign on the 
throne of David ; and that God shall overturn, over- 
turn, and overturn all successive dynasties of human E«ek. xxi. 

27 

dominion until He shall come, whose right it is, and 
He shall possess the dominion for ever ! The manner 
in which God chose thus to make known the whole 
history of the future dominion of the earth, even till 
it should pass into the hand of His Christ, is also 
remarkable ! In order that the dream should be proved 

B 2 
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CHAP. n. a divine revelation^ the king forgets it entirely ! but 
cannot rest until it is developed The efiPect upon 
his mind is pressing; he must be relieved! He 
makes his demand in vain upon all the wisdom of 
man, and power of Satan. When the magicians and 
astrologers demanded of the king the dream, that 
they might give the interpretation, he answered — 
" The thing is gone from me : if ye wUl not make 
known unto me the dream, with the interpretation 
thereof, ye shall be cut in pieces, and your houses 
shall be made a dunghUl." And as they entreated 
the king to make known the dream, he replied, " If 
ye will not make known unto me the dream, there 
is but one decree for you. . . . Tell me the dream, 
and I shall know that ye can shew me the interpre- 
tation thereof." 

Then did they confess their ignorance, and say 
that none but divine wisdom could shew this to the 
king. Then was the king furious, and commanded 
that all the wise men in Babylon should be slain. 
And among the wise men they sought Daniel and his 
fellows, to slay them. But as Arioch, captain of the 
guard, came to Daniel, he answered him with counsel 
and wisdom, asking the cause of this terrible and 
hasty decree, — and as Arioch told him all, Daniel 
went in to the king, desiring time, and promised to 
shew the king the dream and the interpretation. This 
the king granted. How did Daniel make use of the 
time ? Not as the king said the magicians of Babylon 
would do — prepare "lying and corrupt words," — no ; 
Daniel sent to his companions in faith and hope, his 
fellow-captives Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah to 
desire mercies of the God of heaven concerning this 
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Secret, that Daniel, his fellows, and the wise men of chap n. 
Babylon should not be destroyed. Thus they gave 
themselves unto prayer. 

Before we proceed further, I would remark of this 
book, that from the fourth verse of this chapter to the 
end of the seventh chapter it was written in Chaldee, 
while the rest of the book of Daniel was in Hebrew ; 
and we may conclude the reason to be, that this verse 
to the seventh chapter, inclusive, relates entirely to 
the Gentile power as exercised in the earth, until it 
comes to its end historically. And from the eighth 
chapter to the end, we have set before us the exercise 
of that power in immediate connexion with DaniePs 
people only ! Parts of Ezra also, such as letters and 
decrees of the kings, were written in Chaldee, and one 
verse in Jeremiah x. 11, as if to say to the Gentiles, 
" Bead in your own language what shall be the end 
of your gods !" 

I would also remark that in the dream and its 
interpretation, we have distinctly defined the exten- 
sion and boundaries of that portion of the earth to 
which all prophecy points, and of which it speaks, 
excepting in these terms, "the isles afar off;" "the 
uttermost parts of the earth," &c. I would therefore 
say that from the north of England, and from Spain 
with the north of Africa, bordering the Mediterranean 
or Oreat Sea to the Indus, or perhaps only to the 
Euphrates, might be termed the prophetic earth. It 
has also two centres. The Gentile centre Babylon ! 
Israel's or the divine centre, Jerusalem ! By centre, 
I mean the metropolis of rule and judgment. 

The result of their prayer to God was that the 
secret was revealed to Daniel in a night vision. 
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CHAP, u; Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven as quoted 
above. " For He revealeth the deep and secret things : 
He knoweth what is in the darkness, and the light 
dwelleth with Him. I thank thee, and praise thee, O 
thou God of my fathers, who hast given me wisdom 
and might, and hast made known to me now what we 
desired of thee: for thou hast now made known unto 
us the king's matter." 

Then Daniel went to Arioch, and said unto him, 
" Destroy not the wise men of Babylon : bring me in 
before the king, and I will shew unto the king the 
interpretation." So Arioch brought Daiiiel before the 
king in haste and said, " I have found a man of the 
captives of Judah, that will make known unto the 
king the interpretation." 

The king said unto Daniel, " Art thou able to make 
known unto me the dream which I have seen, and 
the interpretation thereof ? Daniel answered in the 
presence of the king, and said. The secret which the 
king hath demanded cannot the wise men, the astro- 
logers, the magicians, the soothsayers, shew unto the 
king; but there is a God in heaven that revealeth 
secrets, and maketh known to the king Nebuchad- 
nezzar what shall be in the latter days. Thy dream, 
and the visions of thy head upon thy bed, are these." 

Without a revelation immediately from God, man 
must remain in total ignorance of His thoughts and 
purposes. He may know by things created the 
eternal power and wisdom of God, but can never 
know His thoughts, or love, or gracious purposes, but 
by revelation. Daniel did not look for help in this 
matter, merely for self-preservation, but his desire 
was that the name of God should not be dishonoured 
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by His servants being put to shame with these igno- chai-. h. 
rant, we may say, servants of Satan. He also pleaded 
for their lives, shewing the king it was impossible 
for them as men to shew him these things of God. 
Daniel says, " As for thee, king, thy thoughts came 
into thy mind upon thy bed, what should come to 
pass hereafter," and God in mercy revealed to the 
king in this dream, that his kingdom would soon pass 
away to others, and all must at last pass into the 
hand of Christ. 

" As for me," he adds, " this secret is not revealed 
to me for any wisdom that I have more than any 
living, but for their sakes that shaU make known the 
interpretation to the king, and that thou mightest 
know the thoughts of thy heart. Thou, king, 
sawest, and behold a great image. This great image, 
whose brightness was excellent, stood before thee; 
and the form thereof was terrible. This image's head 
was of fine gold, his breast and his arms of silver, 
his belly and his thighs of brass, his legs of iron, his 
feet part of iron and part of clay. Thou sawest till 
that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote 
the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, 
and brake them to pieces. Then was the iron, the 
clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to 
pieces together, and became like the chaff of the 
summer threshingfloors ; and the wind carried them 
away, that no place was found for them: and the 
stone that smote the image became a great mountain, 
and filled the whole earth. This is the dream ; and 
we will tell the interpretation thereof before the 
king. Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the 
God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, 
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CHAP. 11. and strength, and glory. And wheresoever the child- 
ren of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the 
fowls of the heaven hath He given into thine hand, 
and hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou art 
this head of gold." 

This ftnage represents the whole of the times of 
Gentile dominion in the earth, as weU as the end of 
it, and the manner of its destruction. It is the 
history of its successive kingdoms, and foretells also 
the character of each. It commences by shewing 
earthly dominion in the hand of man fallen, though 
it may be in his eyes bright and excellent, is in its 
form terrible. All authority is of God, and therefore 
in its purity, its perfection must be wielded by one 
heart and one hand. Whoever has it in its purity, 
can never share it with another ! 

Gold — a head of gold — sets forth this pure despotic 
dominion which God then delegated to Nebuchad- 
nezzar, and for which he was held responsible to Him 
to whom all power belongs. But it comes to an end 
soon, and in the history of its fall we shall find in 
this first king a type of the end of him who will in 
the last days unite in himself the character and powei* 
of the whole image, and thus come to his end tmth it ! 
And just as the end of the whole image will be 
succeeded by the final restoration of Israel under 
Christ, the now rejected Stone ; so was the fall of this 
head of gold, this kingdom of Babylon, succeeded 
by the partial restoration of Israel under Cyrus the 
Persian. 

I mention these circumstances as worthy of note, 
in shewing the ways and mind of God, developing 
their ultimate issue in successional periods. We 
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need not inquire from any source but that of chap. n. 
Scripture, to know what successive kingdoms are 
denoted by — the Silver, Persia* — 2 Chron. xxxvi. 20 ; 
Daniel v. 28-31 — the Brass, Grecia — Daniel viii. 
20. 21 ; Daniel xi. 2-4 — the Iron, Rome — Luke ii. 1. 
Luke iiL 1. Though we need not go to history to 
discover these successive kingdoms that bear rule 
over the civilized earth, each in succession holding 
the Jews under their rule, yet history does abundantly 
confirm the whole of this prophecy in its minutest 
detail. The gradual deterioration of the successive 
governments is denoted by the lessening value of the 
metals designating each, thus : The head of gold — 
Babylon, despotic power of its first kings. 

Silver — The kings of Persia, no longer despots, 
associated seven counsellors, or princes with them in 
governing the kingdom. Darius could not alter the 
decree, or deliver Daniel. 

Brass — The first great king of Grecia — ^Alexander 
the Great — acquired and sustained his position and 
dominion by military skill, and his four generals 
succeeded him. 

Iron — The Roman emperors were elected and sup- 
ported by their armies and military power. The 
empire soon became divided, and after it fulfilled the 
decree of God, in breaking in pieces and subduing 
all things ; crucifying the Son of God, then utterly 
destroying Jerusalem, and scattering the Jewish 
people among the Gentiles, became so mingled with 
the seed of men, that among the races of men and 
nations that at present compose what was once the 
great Roman empire, it seems to have passed away. 
Nevertheless we know, from this prophecy, that it will 
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CHAP. II. yet be developed — first in what is symbolized as ten 
toes, part iron, part earthenware — i.e, in ten kings or 
kingdoms, partly strong and partly weak, upon which 
in the last days will stand up the whole image com- 
pleted; as we perceive in further visions and from 
other Scriptures, by a King who shall arise and stand 
up despotic upon the united support of these ten 
kings, who will give their power one hour to this 
Antichrist ! 

Let us now read the interpretation as given by 
Daniel, after he said to Nebuchadnezzar, " Thou art 
this head of gold ! And after thee shall arise another 
kingdom inferior to thee, and another third kingdom 
of brass which shall bear rule over all the earth. And 
the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron : forasmuch 
as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all things, 
and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break in 
pieces and bruise. And whereas thou sawest the feet 
and toes, part of potters' clay and part of iron, the 
kingdom shall be divided ; but there shall be in it of 
the strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest 
the iron mixed with miry clay. And as the toes of 
the feet were part of iron and part of clay, so the 
kingdom shall be partly strong and partly brittle." 
This weakness will be caused by the democratic 
principle of mingling the seed of men — the voice 
and influence of the people with the government, 
seeing that the governed and the governors cannot 
cleave to one another, or rightly intermingle. 

And in the days of these kings, when they are the 
support of the whole image — the despot of the last 
days — shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom 
which shall never be destroyed, which will not be in 
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the hands of the governed — the people ; but it shall chap. n. 
break m pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and 
it shall stand for ever. 

'' Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut 
out of the mountain without hands, and that it brake 
in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and 
the gold; the great God hath made known to the 
king what shall come to pass hereafter; and the 
dream is certain, and the interpretation thereof sure." 

Let me here remark, that after the iron or Boman 
Empire, which came into being just before the birth 
of Jesus Christ, the king of the Jews, had cast out 
the Son of God, and utterly made away with Israel, 
it began itseK to decay and pass away ; but when the 
Jews are again in their land as we shall perceive, 
then will this iron empire come again into being in 
all its integrity, in the person of the last king, who, 
receiving his power from the dragon, will be utterly 
broken to pieces by the Stone of Israel, who will 
henceforth be a mountain of power and blessing to 
the whole earth. 

Is it needful to caU attention to the fact, that the 
destruction of Gentile dominion, and the setting up 
the rule and kingdom of Christ, wherever it is 
spoken of in Scripture, and especially in this vision, 
is carried out suddenly and in judgment ? Totally 
against the thoughts of many, that it is gradually 
taking place now by the preaching of the Gospel 1 

Let us now, ere we conclude, consider the Stone 
mentioned here as the alone agent of the God of 
heaven for the destruction of Gentile power, and for 
the setting up a kingdom of God that shall stand for 
ever ! 



28 LECTURES ON THE BOOK OF DANIEL. 

CHAP. II. The first mention of the Stone in immediate con- 
nection with the person of Christ is in Genesis xlix. 24, 
where, in the prophetic blessing of Jacob, the Spirit 
seems to lead him out in utterances far surpassing all 
he said of Judah, as he speaks of the blessings that 
shall be on the head of Joseph, and on the crown of 
the head of him who was separated from his brethren. 
I need not here enlarge upon all that is said of Him 
whose name implies that he would represent our Lord 
in some higher relationship than even king of Israel 
and nations ! — Added ! He especially sets Him forth 
isa. v'ii. in His createst humiliation — ^the Cross ! For there 

1S>15 

it is. He is the foundation stone, as also as the chief 
corner stone, and the top stone crowning the whole 
Isa. xxviii. story and results of grace ! Let us consider Him a 
zech.iii.9. momcut as connected with the Jews, with the 
zech.iv. 7. Gcntilcs, and the gathering of God now. It was 
foretold by the prophets that He would be for a 
Actsiv. sanctuary to His people, but that through their un- 
belief He would become to them a stone of stumbling 
and rock of offence, for a gin and snare to the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem, &c. Again the prophet says, 
that before God lays judgment to the line and 
righteousness to the plummet. He will lay in Zion 
for a foundation stone, a precious corner stone, a sure 
foundation, to which our Lord alluded when con- 
demning their unbelief, he quoted the psalm which 
they will sing in the day of His glory, — " The stone 
which the builders refused is become the head stone 
Ps. cxviii. of the comer," — and told them plainly the conse- 
quence of their unbelief as a nation, saying, " Who- 
^*42^* soever shall fall upon this stone shall be broken," 
(alluding to their then unbelief,) "but on whomso- 
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ever it shaU faU, it wiU grind him to powder,"— chap. n. 
evidently alluding to the prophetic instruction we 
have just been considering. The Jew, then, in his 
relationship at present with this Stone, is broken and 
outcast for his unbelief I At their future gathering 
under the old covenant in unbelief of Jesus Christ, 
those who cleave to the Antichrist will be ground to 
powder, while those who are faithful will sing as in 
Psalm cxviii. 

His relationship at present with the Gentile power, 
is as the outcast by the world, ready to come, as in 
our chapter, to make a full end with the kings and 
rulers of the earth, and set up His kingdom — wait- 
ing at God's right hand until His enemies are made 
His footstool. Nevertheless, He is, through the Spirit ps. ex. 
and word of grace, gathering out those from among 
the Gentiles, who are to be associated with Him, Acts xv. 

14-17. 

when He shall come, to make an end of the times p8.u. 8-9. 
of Gentile dominion, and reign supreme over all 
nations,, tongues, and languages under the whole 
heaven! With Him now, as the Stone, rejected of^^^^^^ 
men, but chosen of God, we are vitally connected, ^ ^*^**^' "• 
and are being built up a spiritual house, to offer up 
in this present age — spiritual sacrifices of praise and 
prayer. 

The whole world lieth in the wicked one, but we 1 john v. 19. 
who are by faith united to the living Stone are of 
God, and shall come with this Stone, and break the 
image to pieces ! We, as Gentiles, saved in Jesus, 
the living though rejected Stone, become as present 
brandies of that True Vine whose branches run over 
the wall of partition, and knowing neither Jew, 
Gentile, barbarian, Scythian, bond or free, overspead- 
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CHAP. 11. iiig all boundaries, as in the coming kingdom, are 
ociTxibi. ^^ earnest of the blessings of the true Joseph, the 
^^^' shepherd and stone of Israel, which will be seen to 
prevail over the blessings of his progenitors unto the 
utmost bound of the everlasting hills ! The super- 
added blessings to Him who has thus, for a while, 
been separated from His brethren! We, therefore, 
are blessed in thus owning Him, our Lord and 
johni. Head, while His brethren of Israel own Him not! 

10-12. ' 

— in knowing Him, while the world knows Him 
not I 

What therefore have any of us to do with owning 
the world, and walking in those very principles of 
the world that cnicified the Lord of glory ? . Should 
we have fellowship with, any part of this image ? 
Was Israel or any Jew represented in it ? Surely 
not. And are we represented in it — we who are 
emphatically one with the Stone that is to crumble it 
to ])owder ? God forbid I Then let us not so despise 
our birthright, our separated place in our Lord Christ, 
as to claim citizenship with a world that is in direct 
enmity with God, that lieth under a doom, and whose 
judgment lingereth not! Oh, my friends, let the 
2 Pot. 1. 19. light in this darkness, the sure prophetic word which 
we are considering, open our eyes to the truth of our 
high calling, and cause us to come out and walk with 
God in the hope of glory ! 

The conviction of the king that the God of Daniel 
must have revealed the dream to him, and that the 
interpretation must be true, seeing he had told the 
dream, caused him to honour the true God and His 
people ; and though we find his heart was not 
thoroughly changed then, yet the impression of 
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divine power and wisdom being in these sen^ants of cHxr. n. 
God caused him to exalt them in his kingdom. 

As this and two following chapters end in the 
exaltation of the Jews, I should judge they are a 
type or earnest that in the end Israel will be exalted 
over the nations. 

May we so walk in communion with God now, 
and in the power of the truth that dwelleth in us, 
that all who communicate with us may know assur- 
edly that we have a power and spirit enabling us 
always to overcome the world, and, abounding in 
hope, live in the power of the coming age ! 
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CHAPTEE III. 

Read the Chapter. 

In order to fully understand what our God would 
teach us in this portion of Nebuchadnezzar's history, 
which is a development of the mystery of iniquity, 
foreshewing in its circumstances the apocalypse of 

2 These, ii. the Man of sin as it will be seen in the last days, we 
should consider what is revealed in the Scriptures 
concerning authority and power as seen to be allowed 
in the hands of Satan and man, and so universally 
wielded. The Scriptures not only declare, but the 
heavens and earth also shew, that power and all 

Rom. xui. authority belong unto God : there is no authority or 

Ps. ixu. power but what is of God. 

Wherever therefore we see it exercised, whether 
for good or evil, we know it must be originally of 
God, — ^just as we perceive all the wisdom and native 
intellect of man, or any intelligent being, must have 
its origin and sustentation essentially of God. And 
this leads me to the subject of delegated power over 
the earth, over hades and death. The first mention 
of such in Scripture is the dominion given to man 
according to the purpose of God before he was created. 
" Let us make man in our image, and let them have 
dominion," &c. So God created man in His own 
image, male and female created He them, and blessed 
them, and told them to replenish the earth, subdue 
it, and have dominion, &c. This dominion he forfeited 
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when he believed the lie of the liar, and when by the chap. m. 
sin of unbelief and disobedience he brought death 
into his nature, by making it subservient to Satan — 
the prince of darkness ! The devil has ever since 
possessed and exercised a mysterious power over 
mankind — a power evidently allowed by God, over 
which none but Himself had any control, and from 
the oppression of which none could ever deliver man 
but God Himself. 

It might be said that in the person of Noah God 
did again delegate power to man. It was only in 
purpose, and to Noah as one in whom God was con- 
firming His covenant in Christ, the true Noah. It was 
a covenant in Christ concerning this " heavens and 
earth," which Noah could no more sustain in his own 
person than David or Solomon could the kingdom. 
Noah was only used to set forth a purpose of God 
concerning an universal blessing to be given to all 
the inhabitants of this present heavens and earth, 
even to the beasts of the field, and the outward sign 
of which is the bow in the cloud. Noah failed at the 
very beginning of his career of dominion. He could 
not govern himself — ^how much less the world ! 

Other persons to whom God delegated power openly 
were David and Solomon. 

As the sin of men before the flood was the occasion 
of this present heavens and earth, and the power 
delegated to Noah, so was the restless rebellion of 
Israel when brought into their land, refusing the rule 
of God, and desiring to have the power invested in a 
visible king and earthly throne as other nations — 
the occasion given for God to develop His purpose 
in setting up a visible kingdom in the earth, even. 

C 
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CHAP. m. the tlirone of David. But this throne also failed in 
the hands of man, through the fearful power of Satan, 
the prince of the power of the air, and his legion of 
evil angels. The power therefore delegated to David's 
throne was forfeited through sin, and this brought the 
world's history to the time we are now considering — 
when God, taking away the power from David's throne, 
gave it to the Gentiles in the person of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, the first king. As we have remarked before, 
the image in his dream has shewn that dominion 
continued until Christ, the Stone, destroys the very 
power of Satan out of the earth, and as, the Son of 
man, the last Adam, reigns supreme, — abolishes the 
first death, empties out of hades all who are not 
brought back to God through His blood into the lake 
of fire, and then as the Son of man, who has through 
His own death upon the cross put away sin from the 
world, and brought in everlasting righteousness and 
life in His own person, delivers up the kingdom to 
God, even the Father ; that God may be all in all. 
The power then once delegated to the first Adam, 
forfeited through sin to Satan, who seduced him from 
his allegiance, is recovered again by the last Adam, 
through the being made sin and suffering the judg- 
ment for sin on the cross in dying ; and thus through 
death He destroyed or brought to nought him who 
Heb. ii. 14. had hithcrto had the power of death — i.e., the devil. 
And as the first man as a federal head brought all 
who are of him into the same condition of sin and 
1 Cor. XV. 22. death, so the second man, as a federal Head of all 
Rom. V. who receive Him as their atonement through death, 
lifts them into the eternal condition of righteousness 
and life. 
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With these thoughts, let us now, under the good chap, m, 
hand of our God, consider this chapter. " 

God had through Daniel clearly shewn to Nebu- 
chadnezzar that he was only the head of the image, 
and that the authority would pass from him to 
another dynasty ; but, though he had heard also the 
power he possessed was immediately.from God, Satan 
at his right hand assumed his privilege of superseding 
the word of Gkxi, and causing the king to believe his 
lie, and set aside all that Daniel the prophet had 
taught him, persuaded him that the whole image 
belonged to him — that the power in him was supreme 
and would not pass away; so he caused him to make 
an image ail of gold. 

Is not this in agi'eement with Satan's action from 
beginning to the end — ^whether with a king or poor 
man, with a nation or a household — to set aside the 
authority of God, and make his own supreme ? Did 
he not thus try his skill and power with our Lord 
Himself, saying, "All these kingdoms of the world, 
and their glory, will I give thee : if thou wilt worship 
me, all shall be thine"? We shall also find, in the Luke iv. 5-7. 
history this chapter gives us, a distinct foreshewing 
of Satan's last effort of power upon earth, when he 
finds a man, a son of perdition, ready to his hand, 
who will receive from him his power, and seat, and i^^- »"i- 
great authority. 

In the records of this head of gold, especially of 

the personal acts of Nebuchadnezzar, we have a 

history of delegated power as exercised in the earth 

by man under the influence of Satan even to the 

end. Also of its limitations, not only by an outward 

control upon its actions against God's people sni \k^ 

2 
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CHAP. HI. truth, but by the faith and endurance of the servants 
of God, entirely overcoming its moral power. So that 
God by the weakest of His servants can defy all the 
power of Satan. For instance, in the case of Job. 
Satan does not seem to understand the moral power 
of faith in God. He knows nothing of the blessing 
and power of the word of God in the heart of man. 
No doubt the reply of our dear Lord in the temp- 
tation to Satan, " that man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word of God," was not intelligible 
to him ; therefore he counted upon crushing out of 
Babylon and its provinces every vestige of allegiance 
to the true God, by stirring up the king to the abuse 
of the power now delegated to him in setting up a 
gigantic image of gold in the plain of Dura, in the 
province of Babylon, and commanding all the people, 
nations, and languages, over whom God had granted 
him authority, at the sound of music, to fall down 
and worship this image ; and whoso should refuse to 
fall down and worship, was to be cast that same hour 
into a burning fiery furnace. No doubt by the cap- 
tivity of the Jewish nation, and their distribution in 
the provinces of Babylon, the name of the true God 
was widely spread, and His worship infused among 
the people ; therefore did Satan then, as he will in 
the last days, make use of the authority and power 
delegated to this king — and whose authority no godly 
Jew would question, and none had power to resist — 
to abolish all worship and honour rendered to the 
God of heaven. 

Consider the peculiar circumstances of these Jews. 
They were confident the authority of the king waa 
of God, and they were all put under hid hand. They 
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could not in loyalty to God resist the authority ; chap. m. 
neither could they in loyalty to God obey the king. 
Also consider the remarkable nature of the command 
issued. Connected with the worship of the image 
was everything that could allure the senses and 
drown the conscience. The most melodious sounds 
and fascinating music ushered in the worship, with 
the approval of the king and all the princes of the 
kingdom. While, on the other hand, a refusal to join 
the king, princes, and multitudes at the sound of the 
world -melody, in worshipping the splendid image of 
gold, would draw upon them immediately a most 
terrible and painful doom. Tliey would be cast alive 
into a burning fiery furnace. 

And were there any found equal to the occasion ? 
Were there any servants of God who so knew His 
will, and saw an open door and a clear path in which 
they could walk in obedience to God — not to resist 
the will of the king, and yet abstain from worshipping 
the image? Yes, there were such found — eminent 
Jews in Babylon. Listen. "At that time certain 
Chaldeans came near, and accused the Jews. They 
spake and said to the king Nebuchadnezzar, king, 
live for ever. Thou, king, hast made a decree, that 
every man that shall hear the sound of the cornet 

and all kinds of music, shall fall down and 

worship the golden image: and whoso falleth not 
down and worshippeth, that he should be cast into 
the midst of a burning fiery furnace. There are 
certain Jews whom thou hast set over the affairs of 
the province of Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego; these men, king, have not regarded 
thee : they serve not thy gods, nor worship the golden 



38 LECTURES ON THE BOOK OF DANIEL. 

CHAP. III. image which thou hast set up. Then Nebuchadnezzar 
— in his rage and fuiy commanded to bring Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego. Then they brought these 
men before the king. Nebuchadnezzar spake and 
said unto them, Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego, do not ye serve my gods, nor worship the 
golden image which I have set up ? Now if ye be 
ready that at what time ye hear the sound of the 

comet and all kinds of music, ye fall down 

and worship the image which I have made ; well : 
but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour 
into the midst of a burning fiery furnace ; and who 
is that God that shall deliver you out of my hands ?" 
Before we go on to the issue of this chapter's history, 
let us mark the consummate arrogance and indom- 
itable spirit wherewith this king wields the power 
delegated to him against God, whose authority and 
power it is, and who gave it into his hand. Who can 
turn it aside ? What God can deliver out of my hands ? 

Now mark the calmness and stedfastness of these 
men of God in their answer to the king. They do 
not complain, or remonstrate, much less seek a re- 
versing of the decree in their favour. They have 
but one answer to give, one path to walk in. They 
will render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and 
unto God, that which is God's. 

" Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer 
thee in this matter. If it be so, our God whom we 
serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery 
furnace, and He will deliver us out of thine hand, 
king. But if not, be it known unto thee, king, 
that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the 
golden image which thou hast set up." 
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We may remember here the record of these men chap. m. 
with Daniel in the first chapter, that they purposed 
in heart they would not defile themselves with the 
meat of Babylon ; and I also call your attention to 
the exhortation of Barnabas to the first Christians 
at Antioch, that with purpose of heart they would 
cleave to the Lord! 

It is this heart work of purpose that is the 
strength of God's true people ! If we all, upon our 
first becoming true Christians (which can only be 
done by receiving Christ as our righteousness and 
life, accepting Him as our complete and only salva- 
tion and only Lord), from thenceforth would cleave 
to Him only in heaven, realizing our separation from 
the world, out of which we are delivered by His 
death, there would be no hesitation as to our action 
— whether we should yield up ourselves to the 
world's demand upon our consciences in worship, or 
yield ourselves to Jesus only, and that without any 
question as to suffering and loss. Let us be settled 
in purpose of heart to follow and obey Jesus only ; 
then no circumstances can alter our rule of action as 
taught of God, and disciples of the Lord. 

The king was furious! These Jews were calm 
and quiet. They were in the hands of God to keep 
them stedfast. The king was already writhing under 
the conviction that his power, though not resisted, 
was overcome by the patience and quiet submission 
of these three men. He commanded to heat the 
furnace seven times hotter; he ordered them to be 
bound in their clothes just as they were, and cast at 
once into the midst of the furnace. "And these 
three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, fell 
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cuAP. III. down bound into the midst of the burning fiery 
furnace." 

The king had now done his worst. As our Lord 
Luke xii. gays to His disciples, " He had no more that he could 
do." It was now the time for God to manifest Him- 
self faithful and true, and shew the wickedness and 
vanity of the thought that either Satan or man, in 
the use of power delegated to them from God, can 
succeed in resisting His will. 

In the first place, the fiames which the king had 
caused to be fed with fuel to increase their heat and 
destructive power, destroyed the mightiest agents of 
his power which he had employed to carry out his 
cruel will. And then a solemn pause. The king, 
the princes, the people had seen apparently the end 
of those who had not feared the king's conmiand- 
ment, and had yielded up their bodies that they 
might not serve nor worship any God except their 
own God! And was that their end? As Balaam 
said, " Let me die the death of the righteous, and let 
my last end be like his." 

Let us read on and see these men again. " Then 
Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied, and rose up in 
haste, and spake, and said imto his counsellors, " Did 
not we cast three men bound into the midst of the 
fire ? They answered and said unto the king, True, 
king. He answered and said, Lo, I see four men 
loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they 
have no hurt ; and the form of the fourth is like the 
Son of God." 

Here then is the victory of the Son of God 
through suffering and death! Here then is the 
triumph of the cross ! The wisdom and power of the 
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cross of the Son of God I Obedience to the dele- chap. m. 
gated power — to power in the hands of Satan or of 
man — can only be enforced by threatening; power 
in the hands of God exercised in love ensures obedi- 
ence unto death. Nebuchadnezzar, as the represen- 
tative of power in the hands of other than God, 
owns himself conquered. Overcome and utterly 
subdued by this obedience of love in the servants of 
Grod— yes, they have overcome — and while manifest- 
ing their safety in the fellowship of the Son of God, 
still awaited the order of the king, ere they would 
deliver themselves from the furnace. 

"Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth 
of the burning fiery furnace, and spake, and said, 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, ye servants of 
the most high God, come forth, and come hither. 
Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, came forth 
of the midst of the fire. And the princes, governors, 
and captains, and the king's counsellors, being 
gathered together, saw these men, upon whose bodies 
the fire had no power, nor was an hair of their head 
singed, neither were their coats changed, nor the 
smell of fire had passed on them." Now has God 
caused the wrath of man to praise Him, and theP8.ixxvi.io. 
remainder doth He restrain. The power exercised 
by the king hath defeated itself, and true power — 
power in the hands of God — hath been manifested 
in the weakness of the oppressed; and the king, 
acknowledging his defeat, spake and blessed God 
who had thus delivered His servants who trusted 
in Him, and who by their obedience of faith changed 
the hing's word^ and the power that had hitherto been 
displayed against God suddenly'is exercised for Him, 



42 LECTURES ON TKE BOOK OF DANIEL. 

CHAP. m. who had delegated it to the Gentile king, and a 
decree goeth forth " that every people, nation, and 
language, which speak anything amiss against the 
God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, shall be 
cut in pieces, and their houses shall be made a dung- 
hill : because there is no other God that can deliver 
after this sort. Then the king promoted Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego, in the province of Baby- 
lon." 

Thus then is the remarkable drama of this chapter 
closed — with the triumph of truth over the lie, and 
the setting forth in its history how all power lifted 
up against God will be the utter destruction of 
whoever wields it ! The whole scene is changed. 
The music of the world and boasting of the king, 
the glory of the image of gold and fires of the 
world's wrath are silenced and hushed, dimmed and 
quenched, by the simple faith of these three men. 
The whole tenor of things is changed, and the God 
of heaven is magnified through the whole earth. 

Before we close, what are we to learn from this most 
solemnly interesting subject we have been consider- 
ing ? Are we not in exactly similar circumstances ? 
Are we not especially placed in subjection to the 
powers that be ? " Whosoever therefore resisteth the 

Rom. riii. 2. pow^r, resistcth the ordinance of God." And " sub- 
mit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the 

1 Pet. ii. 13, Lord's Sake : whether it be to the king, as supreme ; 

^*' or unto the governors," &c. And yet we must obey 

God rather than man. Indeed we have examples in 

the faith and obedience of the apostles, who suflFered 

Acts iv. imprisonment and stripes without a murmur, merely 
asking their rulers to judge themselves whether it 
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was right in the sight of God to hearken unto them chap. hi. 
more than unto God. And their resort was untOAcUv. 
God in prayer for boldness to speak His word ; and 
rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer 
shame for His name, they ceased not to teach and to 
preach Jesus Christ. Again, we are shewn in Eev. 
xii. in a symbol, the manner, and under what circum- 
stances, the called ones to form the body for Christ, 
the members, out of both Jews and Gentiles, to form 
the one new man, are brought forth ; even under the 
very jaws of the dragon in his power, with all the per- 
fection of intellectual subtilty, his seven heads; and 
when the birth is accomplished, and the perfected 
man, who is to rule all nations with a rod of iron, is 
caught up to God and His throne, it is said, "Now is 
come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of 
our God, and the power of His Christ; for the 
accuser of our brethi*en is cast down, which accused 
them before our God day and night. And they over- 
came him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word 
of their testimony; and they loved not their lives 
unto the death." 

God has had a line of these His witnesses from 
Abel to Christ our Lord, of whom the world was not Heb. xi. 
worthy, who shall all be brought forth before an 
assembled world, as Nebuchadnezzar commanded the 
three faithful men to come forth from the furnace 
imscathed, to be blessed and honoured above all, as 
He hath foretold by the prophet. " Thy dead men isa. xxvi. 
shall live, my corpse shall they arise. Awake and 
sing, ye that dwell in dust .... and the earth shall 
cast out the dead. . . . For, behold, the Lord cometh 
out of His place to punish the inhabitants of the 
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CHAP. in. earth for their iniquity ; the earth also shall disclose 
RevT" her blood, and shall no more cover her slain.''* 

Lastly, however, we have the great martyr, the 
faithful and true Witness, the first-begotten of the 
dead ones, and Prince of the kings of the earth, who, 
ucb. xii. for the joy set before Him, and for the overthrowing 
the throne of kingdoms of evil, endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and is now set down at the right 
hand of the throne of God. Even He, who, being in 
the form of God, emptied Himself, and took the form 
of a bond servant, and was made in the likeness of 
men: "and being found in fashion as man. He humbled 
Phil. u. Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the 

(Or.) ' 

death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly 
exalted Him, and given Him a name which is above 
every name : that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should- bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, 
and things under the earth ; and that every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father." 

So when Jesus our Lord comes forth, endued with 

all power in heaven and earth, the power will be 

taken from Satan and man fallen, and invested in 

Christ, the Son of God and Son of man, and wielded 

Rev. xix. only for God, as possessor of heaven and earth. 

Then shall the assembled powers on earth be 

* There will be a resurrection of the dead at the restoration of the 
kingdom of David, which ushers in the blessing to the nations, as 
stated (Isaiah xxv. 8), when death will be swallowed up in victory, 
&c. The expression my corpsb is the literal rendering of the 
Hebrew: it does not refer to the mystical body of Christ, but is 
a word of endearment for all of the saints who have died before 
Christ. The^^ wiU rise and be the ancients among whom Ue wiU 
reign on mount Zion. 
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judged, as He comes with clouds, and the faithful chap. m. 
remnant of Israel be brought out safely from thcz^c^Tidu. 
fires of the last Nebuchadnezzar. Every eye shall see 
Him: the tribes of the earth wail because of Him. 
He will come, and with Him all those who liave 
suffered as assemblies of God, and endured with2The«8.i. 
patience and faith, as counted worthy of the kingdom. 
The whole world will see, and believe, and adore. The 
power forfeited by Adam will be fully assumed by 
the second man ; and as the last Adam, triumphant 
through sufferings and death, Jesus Christ installed 
as Lord of aU, shines forth, this song will be sung on 
earth: "0 Jehovah our Lord, how excellent is thy 
name in all the earth ! who hast set thy glory above 
the heavens. Out of the mouth of babes and suck-Ps. viiL 
lings hast thou ordained strength because of thine 
enemies. Thou hast stilled by them the enemy and 
avenger. Thou wast made a little lower than the 
angels ; thou art crowned with glory and honour ; all 
things are under thy feet Amen and Amen !" 
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CHAPTER IV. 

We have here the closing history of this remarkable 
man, whom God raised up, that by him He might 
shew unto aU the power, wisdom, and certainty of 
His dominion and purposes in heaven and earth ; and 
that man might know himself and God who made 
him ! 

The beginning and end of Nebuchadnezzar especi- 
ally manifest the kingdom and dominion of the Most 
High God ! And as Abraham was raised up to shew- 
forth grace and truth, closing his testimony in shadow- 
ing forth, by his own act towards God, the amazing 
love of God towards man, in the gift of His only 
Son; and as Pharaoh was raised up to be a monu- 
ment of human arrogance and folly in opposing God, 
calling forth the power of His vengeance in His 
terrible destruction by the waters of the Eed Sea, so 
that His name might be declared in all the earth ; so 
was Nebuchadnezzar raised up, that he might, in his 
own personal acts and experiences, and lastly by the 
confession of his heart and mouth, call forth praise 
and honour to Him who liveth for ever, declaring 
the omnipotence of His will and the eternity of His 
dominion ! Yes, this chapter is in the hand-writing 
of the king, addressing himself to all people, nations, 
and languages that dwell in aU the earth ! 

" Nebuchadnezzar, the king unto all people . , . 
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I thought it good to show the signs and wonders that chap. iv. 
the High God had wrought toward me ! " 

May our God teach us then through this His ser- 
vant, as we consider the Epistle of Nebuchadnezzar, 
which God caused him to write. 

After he had finished successfully his wars, and 
subdued all the kingdoms, which God had given into 
his hand, Nebuchadnezzar exceedingly enlarged and 
beautified Babylon, his royal city, this palace of his 
kingdom! In this he took his rest as though he 
should abide for ever, and in the spirit of David, atP8.xxx.6,7. 
the dedication of his house, though not with the 
acknowledgment that God in His favour had helped 
him, he said in his prosperity, " I shall never be 
moved ! " Truly this is the way, tlie foUy of man ! 
Man dwelling among tombs, whose life is as a vai)our, 
whose glory is as the flower of the grass, has a heart 
so very deceptive that he cannot perceive the lie that 
is in his right hand. So it was with the king, as 
with the rich fool mentioned in our Lord's instructive 
parable. ^"^u^t 

It requires the kindness of God to awaken us from 
this dream of life, and this our God effectually did 
for Nebuchadnezzar by a dream which made him 
afraid, and thoughts upon his bed, and visions of his 
head that troubled him. God awakened him from 
this sleep of death, and took away this false rest. 
Awakened in his conscience and disturbed, he applies 
to the wisdom of this world to calm his mind — to the 
magicians, astrologers, and soothsayers of Babylon to 
explain his dream. Notwithstanding his former ex- 
periences of their impotence, and all the lessons God 
had already given him, that there was no wisdom ox 
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CHAP. TV, power for peace and rest anywhere but in God him- 
self. His successes, his riches, his fleshly lusts, had 
thoroughly obliterated all he had learnt. He was 
completely enveloped in the darkness with which he 
had enwrapt himself. He had shut out all light, for 
he had shut out God. 

Obtaining no relief from these resources or these 
men, God sent in to him Daniel, in whom himself 
declares was the spirit of the holy gods, or Elohim, 
plural, as in Genises i. " Let us make man " — every- 
where translated God ! ♦ 

At the appearance of Daniel Nebuchadnezzar at 
once recognized him as one by whom the Spirit of 
God had formerly revealed to him a dream that 
troubled him, and its interpretation, and confident 
that no secret could be beyond the knowledge of 
him in whom the Spirit of God was, the Spirit that 
1 Cor. ii. 10. searcheth all things, even the deep things of God, 
he at once laid before the prophet his dream, saying: 
" Thus were the visions of mine head in my bed ; 
I was seeing, and behold a tree in the midst of the 
earth, and the height thereof was great. The tree 
grew, and was strong, and the height thereof reached 
unto heaven, and the sight thereof to the end of all 
the earth: the leaves thereof were fair, and the 
fruit thereof much, and in it was meat for all : the 
beasts of the field had shadow under it, and the 
fowls of ^he heaven dwelt in the boughs thereof, 
and all flesh was fed of it. I saw in the visions of 
my head upon my bed, and, behold, a Watcher and 
an holy one came down from heaven ; He cried aloud, 
and said thus, * Hew down the tree, and cut off his 
branches, shake off his leaves, and scatter his fruit : let 
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the beasts get away from under it, and the fowls from chap. iv. 
his branches : Nevertheless leave the stump of his 
roots in the earth, even with a band of iron and 
brass, in the tender grass of the field ; and let it be 
wet with the dew of heaven, and let his portion be 
with the beasts in the grass of the earth : let his 
heart be changed from man's, and let a beast's heart 
be given unto him ; and let seven times pass over 
him. This matter is by the decree of the Watchers, 
and the demand by the word of the holy, ones: to 
the intent that the living may know that the Most 
High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to 
whomsoever He will, and setteth up over it the 
basest (or lowliest) of men.' Tliis dream I king 
Nebuchadnezzar have seen. Now thou, Belte- 
shazzar, declare the interpretation thereof, forasmuch 
as all the wise men of my kingdom are not able to 
make known unto me the interpretation: but thou 
art able ; for the spirit of the holy gods is in thee." 

Then the Spirit of God revealed the whole to 
Daniel at once ! The monster tree was a represen- 
tation of the king himself, and the king himself a 
faithful representative of man by himself grown up 
in his own strength — wise in his own wisdom, even 
in the full expansion of his intellectual power and 
attainment, as God may allow him, in his greatest 
possible development in the earth, as we shall further 
see ; but Daniel, seeing its bearing upon the person 
of the king himself, was so affected that for one hour 
he could not speak. Then after assuring the king 
that the issues of the dream, as shewn to him by 
God, were not from himself, or of his own desire 
affecting the king, he told him the vision regarded 

D 
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CHAP. IV. himself, and all the counsel he could give him was 
to break off his sins, and pride, and self-esteem, and 
consecrate all his power, riches, and dominion for the 
good of others, and by shewing mercy to the poor, if 
it might be to the healing of his errors. 

We look up to God for the personal application of 
the dream, and its actual truth in what came to pass 
upon Nebuchadnezzar. He represents, as I said, the 
highest attainment of the natural man, as he can 
grow up in the midst of the earth. 

That which the serpent first advised the woman 
to desire for herself and her race he tries to carry out. 
To be as God ; to raise himself without God in the 
earth from his own resources, by the power of his 
own wiU, developing himself; and that which hap- 
pened to him, as this great tree, was to teach him, 
Rom.xi.86. and aU by him, that of God, and through God, and 
to God are all things, to whom alone be glory for 
ever. Amen ! 

He grows out of the earth, his roots are tliere, his 
sources of life and power are from thence, and he 

obtains his end. He reaches unto the heavens, and 

* 

is prominent over the whole earth, but his roots are 
there still; his kingdom is from thence, not from 
heaven ; his wisdom and might are from thence, not 
from heaven. Nevertheless, his leaves are fair, and 
his fruit much ; but, after aU, what doth he shelter 
in his branches, or shadow under his leaves, or 
nourish with his fruit? The fowls of the air, i.e., 
all the evil principles of the wicked one are lodging 
Matt. xiii. in his heart and mind ; the wild beasts and ravening 
passions, and fierce affections dwell under his shadow, 
and all flesh waxes strong, and grows up of his fruit. 
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This is all he can do, — ^increase, nourish, and sane- chap. n. 
tion evil, with his example, under the hand of Satan, 
the wicked spirit, the prince of the power of air, who 
works in the children of unbelief. 

Look at the heavenly contrast in the man of the 
first Psalm. See how that blessed ^an is also repre- 
sented by a tree. 

" He walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, Psa. i. 
nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in tlie 
seat of the scornful But His delight is in the law 
of the Lord ; and in His law doth He meditate day 
and night. And He shall be like a tree planted by 
the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in 
his season ; his leaf also shall not wither, and what- 
soever He doeth shall prosper ! " Whereas this tree 
that represents man in Nebuchadnezzar answers the 
description given by our Lord, in Matt, xiii., of the 
grain of mustard seed, sown by man in the earth, 
growing up and lodging the fowls of the air, that are 
occupied in taking away the word dropped by the 
Son of man in heaven upon the callous hearts of 
men, — that in its monstrous growth from small be- 
ginnings (as Jude and Peter say, " how certain men 
crept in unawares, false teachers, who privily bring 
in destructive heresies,") has produced the worldly 
Christianity of earthly growth, upon which, even 
now, are the eyes of tlie Watchers, whose judgment 
now of a long time lingereth not, and whose damnation 2 ret. ii. s. 
slumbereth not ! 

The Watchers, however, here came not down in 
wrath and judgment, but, as before upon the builders 
of Babel, to convict Nebuchadnezzar of his folly, and 
in him to teach us all wisdom from above. As in the 

D 2 
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CHAP IV. dream the king was told, the whole was to the intent 
that the living might know that the Most High 
nileth, &c. The Watchers came down as at Babel. 

Gen. xi. 1-9. " The Jchovah came down to see the city and the 
tower, which the children of men builded." And 
again, "Let us gp down, and there confound their 
language," &c. This visitation of the Watchers was 
not to destroy the builders, but to break off their 
work, for their own good then, and for the here- 

Duet. xxxii. after blessing to nations, with Israel on the earth. 

Acts XV. "Known unto God are all His works from the be- 
ginning of the world." 

The Watcher then came down in grace upon this 
blind haughty man, glorying in his own work, and 
resting in his palace, and in the might of the kingdom, 
which he had reared by his own vain wisdom in the 
earth. The Watcher cried aloud, "Hew down the 
tree, and cut off his branches, shake off his leaves, 
and scatter his fruit; let the beasts get away from 
under it, and the fowls from his branches." 

Oh, my friends, there is no other way to deliver us 
who are born in sin ! no other way of curing the evil 
in man, delivering us from the wicked spirits and our 
evil heart, but by killing us, and bringing us down 
to death through the cross and death of Christ pur 

1 Sam. ii. Lord ! Accordiug to Hannah's song, " The Lord 
killeth, and maketh alive : He bringeth down to the 
grave, and bringeth up." And, according to the doc- 
trines of salvation, we die with Christ, and then are 
raised in Him. Not until tliis change takes place ; 
not until we have, as to our old man, been crucified 

Gal. ii with Christ, and can say, " Not I, but Christ liveth 
in me," can we serve God, or bear any honour or 
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glory for Him. We must be begotten again, begotten chap. iv. 
out of the waters of death, before we can live with 
God in the Spirit. So the Watcher shook the king to 
pieces utterly. 

So doth it happen to us by the cross and death of 
Christ. Not only are our sins judged there, and put 
away from us and from before God for ever, but our 
old man is crushed as to its power in us any more, 
and we walk in a new life. So the stump of the tree 
remained with a band of iron and brass. The cove- 
nant of God standeth sure. Those who die with 
Christ must live with Him. The cross and grave 
of Christ are the true deliverance from death and 
judgment. And while we walk here as crucified with 
Him, we live in Him at God's right hand, — lying 
here among the tender grass, watered daily with the 
dew from heaven, living by the faith of the Son of 
God, taking now the lowly and dependent place, and 
waiting for resurrection and the fulness of our new 
life. A similar figure of the stump left, out of which 
should sprout the Branch, Out of the root of Jesse isa. xi. i. 
— the kingdom or family cut down to the root — hath isa. uu. 2. 
the tender plant grown, as out of a root in the dry 
ground. 

But while, as the prophet said, the binding the 
stump with brass and iron represented the certainty 
of resurrection for man, and that he should still 
have the dominion and place in God's creation pre- 
ordained for him in the counsels of God, there is a 
deeper lesson given in the word — " Let his heart be 
changed from man's, and let a beast's heart be given 
imto him ; and let seven times pass over him." There 
is here a remarkable transition from the figure — the 
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cuAP. IV. stump and roots of the tree — to the man himself. 
"Let his heart be changed from man's, and let a 
beast's heart be given unto him; and let seven times 
pass over Am." 

The becoming as a beast for seven years was 
merely sentencing him to manifest literally in his 
own person what he had been morally in the estima- 
Pa». jdi». tion of God in all his fancied glory. " Man that is in 
honour, and understandeth not, is like the beasts that 
perish. Their inward thought is, that their houses 

shall continue for ever Nevertheless man 

being in honour abideth not: he is like the beasts 
that perish." 

The systematic denial of God constitutes man no 
better than the beasts. This principle in the Gentile 
dominion reaches its climax and comes to its end in 
the Beast described in Eevelation xiii., who takes his 
power from the dragon; thus shewing whom he 
serves, and whose moral form he chooses to wear: 
and it is remarkable, that the period during which 
Nebuchadnezzar was condemned to wear the form of 
a beast was exactly the time during which this prince 
of the last days will be in power as leader and 
patron of the Jews in the last seven years of their 
subjection to the Gentile in Jerusalem, as is further 
shewn in this book. And we may ask. What was the 
result of this bold interpretation of the dream, and 
the advice to the king by the faithful Daniel ? Did 
the king take the counsel, and profit by the warning ? 
Nay; at the end of twelve months (mark the patience 
and long-suflfering of God) he walked in the palace 
of the kingdom of Babylon. 

" The king spake, and said, Is not this great Baby- 
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Ion, that I have built for the house of the kingdom chap. iv. 
by the might of my power, and for the honour of my 
majesty ? While the word was in the king*s mouth, 
there fell a voice from heaven saying, king Nebu- 
chadnezzar, to thee it is spoken : The kingdom is 
departed from thee. And they shall drive thee from 
men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the 
field : they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and 
seven times shall pass over thee, until thou know 
that the Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, 
and giveth it to whomsoever He will. The same hour 
was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar: and 
he was driven from men, and did eat grass as oxen, 
and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till his 
hairs were grown like eagles* feathers, and liis nails 
like birds* claws.** 

Thus was this king brought down from liis height 
and his pride, and made to take a place even below 
the standing of man. But this was the very prepa- 
ration for true exaltation from the hand of God. The 
place also where he learnt to know himself as fallen, 
and incapable in his flesh or nature to wear honour, 
or even to serve God. This is the place to notice the 
expression in the decree of the watchers in the last 
portion of his dream, namely, " to the intent that the 
living may know that the Most High ruleth in the 
kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever He 
will, and setteth up over it the basest (humblest or 
lowliest) of men !** That this is the manner of exal- 
tation in the kingdom of God, we know by the words 
of our Lord Himself. "Whosoever exalteth himself Lukexiv.ii. 
shall be abased, and he that humbleth himself shall 
be exalted !** 
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CHAP. IV. In Ezekiel xvii. 22-24, the prophet, foretelling the 
kingdom of Christ as the Son of David, says, I will 
take a tender twig from the house of David, and will 
plant it in the mount of Israel. . . It shall bring forth 
boughs and bear fruit, and be a goodly cedar, and 
under it shall dwell all fowl of every wing ; in the 
shadow of the branches thereof shall they dwell. 
And aU the trees of the field shall know that I the 
Lord have brought down the high tree, have exalted 
the low tree, have dried up the green tree, and have 
made the dry tree to flourish !" This is the Eod out 
of the stem of Jesse, Jesus of Nazareth, King of the 
Jews ! Who being found in fashion as a man, humbled 
Himself and became obedient to death, even the death 
of the cross ; wherefore God also hath highly exalted 
Him. 

Yes it is from this place of self-abasement, out of 
the depths of his felt degradation of self, that Nebu- 
chadnezzar (like Jonah before him, who crying out of 
the fish's belly from the depths of hades with the 
voice of thanksgiving, owned salvation to be of the 
Lord) lifted up his eyes to heaven, his understanding 
returned, and he blessed the Most High, praising and 
honouring Him who liveth for ever, in comparison of 
whom all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as 
nothing, and who doeth according to His will in the 
armies of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the 
earth ! 

Then with his reason, the glory of his kingdom 
returned to him, and excellent majesty was added to 
him, and he concludes his letter thus : " I Nebuchad- 
nezzar praise and extol and honour the King of 
heaven, all whose works are truth, and His ways 
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judgment : and those who walk in pride He is able chap. it. 
to abase." 

Thus ends the history of this memorable and 
extraordinary man, who holds forth such a precious 
testimony to us of the responsibility of man to God 
, for the position he was originally destined to hold 
for God in the world, and makes good the words of 
God by His prophet, " Let not the wise man glory in"^^;.^* ^'' 
his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his 
might, let not the rich man glory in his riches : but 
let him that glorieth glory in this, that he under- 
standeth and knoweth me, that I am the I^rd which 
exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteous- 
ness, in the earth : for in these things I delight, saith 
the Lord." 

All our energies will be directed for or against 
God. If for self, against God ; and not until self is 
crucified can we receive divine energies to live for 
God. Therefore the history of man has been a 
history of evil, of human selfishness and pride, end- 
ing in darkness and misery, through the constant 
rejection of God by all, with the exception of those 
who from the beginning have walked by faith in His 
grace and love, as revealed in His word of promise. 
God always had a faithful people on the earth con- 
fessing to His name. At last came the faithful and Rev. iu. u. 
true Witness, who for the joy set before Him endured Heb.xii. 2. 
the cross, despising the shame, who is now set down 
at the right hand of God, from whence He soon will 
come! The Man whose leaves will never wither, Psaim i. 
whose fruit wlQ never cease, and whatever He doeth 
wiQ prosper ! For whom the decree of the Watchers 
hath gone forth, notwithstanding the kings and 
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Psalm iL 



HAP. IT. powers have set themselves against Him, " Thou art 
my Son ; this day have I begotten thee. Ask of me, 
and I will give thee the Grentiles for thine inherit- 
ance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy 
possession." .... "My king upon my holy hill of 
Zion." Of whom also the Watchers have declared, 
" Thy throne, God, is for ever and ever : a sceptre 
of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom. Thou 
hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity ; there- 
fore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the 
oil of gladness above thy fellows." Amen and Amen. 



Paalmxlr. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Bead the Chapter. 

This chapter brings us to the fulfilment of the word 
spoken by Jeremiah the prophet concerning this 
head of gold, the king of Babylon. "All nations Jej. xxvu. 
shall serve him, and his son, and his son's son, 
until the very time of his land come: and then 
many nations and great kings shall serve themselves 
of him." 

This Belshazzar was his son's son, and with him 
this first kingdom, this head of gold, fell. This 
literal fulfilment of the end in judgment, that came 
upon the first kingdom, is surely an earnest of the 
end in judgment and destruction of the whole image 
by the Stone, the Shepherd of Israel. 

The last action and character of this kingdom 
also anticipate the action and character of the con- 
centrated power of the kingdoms denoted by the 
image, as will be seen in the Antichrist of the last' 
days. He will be found in his attempt to stamp Rev. xiu. 
imder his feet and desecrate to the utmost all that xi. 7-io. 
God has set apart in His Word as holy, and for His 
special honour. He will desire to remove every 
vestige of His Word, with his claim for worship in Dan. vu. 24, 

25 

the earth ; he will have removed the daily sacrifice ix! 27. 
from the temple of the Jews, and set up there his 15."^°"^" 
idols. He wilL with all his princes and kings, be xu. li. 

^2 Thess. ii. 

feasting, and drinking, and making merry over the s-ii.* 
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CHAP. V. desecration and destruction he has carried out of all 
that is called the worship of the true God, i.e., he 
will in purpose have stamped out the Scriptures of 
God, and be in imagination annihilating from the 
earth the testifying Israel of God, when his own 
destruction comes. So Belshazzar is described here 
as holding his last revel, drinking wine with a 
thousand of his lords and princes, their wives and 
concubines. Moreover, this revel was held with the 
express purpose of defying and blaspheming the 
God of heaven ! Therefore he ordered all the holy 
vessels that had been taken out of the temple of 
God, wherewith Israel worshipped under their law, 
and fulfilled the ordinances appointed them for wor- 
ship in the holy place, to be brought before him, for 
himself, his princes, his wives, and concubines to 
use and defile with the songs of praise and worship 
of their detestable idols, praising the gods of gold, 
and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and of 
stone. Thus did this head of gold, this king, who 
had received from God his present power, dominion, 
and prosperity, prostrate himself, with all his power 
and riches, before Satan the god of this world, and 
praise his idols of wood, stone, brass, &c. 

Oh, my dear friends, is Belshazzar alone in this 
prostration to idols, — to gods of gold and silver ? Is 
he, with his princes, and wives, and concubines, a 
solitary example of general desecration of all that is 
holy, all that is given to man by his God — his health, 
his reason, the fruitful seasons, food, and gladness ? 
But more. His holy Word — the revelations of His 
grace and love ? Yea more, the gift of His only 
begotten Son, to be a propitiation for man's sin ? 
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Alas, alas ! are not the nations of what are called chap. v. 
Christian, generally trampling under foot like swine 
these holy privileges and revelations, pandering them 
to the serving of their own lusts and ambitions ? Is 
not the very name of our Lord Jesus Christ used 
as a stepping-stone to power, and riches, and worldly 
honour? Are not the symbols of our redemption 
used as idols, or as ornaments of pride ? how the 
lust of the eye, the lust of the flesh, and the pride of 
life can enlist, as Belshazzar did, the holy things of 
God to gild or give zest to their carnal enjoyment ! 

And here I would also remark, and suggest as very 
significant, that there is no mention of the ark and 
mercy-seat, or of the golden altar of incense among 
those things which the king brought in to defile. 
The only time we read of the ark being among the 
heathen was when it was set up in the house of 
Dagon, and where its presence smote the idol andisam.vi. 
his worshippers, so that the idolaters did it reverence, 
and in fear removed it from them in a remarkable 
manner, confessing it divine. 

The vessels that the king of Babylon defiled in 
his wickedness were those that represented earthly 
worship, and were used in the worldly sanctuary; but 
the vessels that were in the holiest of all, which was 
never open to Israel, were not allowed to be taken 
to Babylon. They were never open while the worldly 
sanctuary stood. They are now declared indeed to 
be the representatives of the truth and grace in which 
we stand, a mystery of blessing from the beginning 
hid in God, but now made manifest; even our calling Heb.ix.6-12. 
into the fellowship of Christ Himself, our standing Iiii.^9?i5. 
in the holiest in Him, our blood- sprinkled mercy- U-vkT* 
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CHAP. V. seat, our golden altar, with its blood-stained homs, 
whereby we offer the sacrifice of praise continually ! 
Now these vessels representing Christ Himself 
and the members of His body, the worshippers in the 
holiest, — God has never delivered into the hands of 
men. They represented things that are now only 

Eph. iii 1-6. spiritually discerned, truth that was not then made 
known, — whereas earthly worship and the claim of 
God upon it had been made known to Israel and to 
man from the beginning, even worship in the expressed 
need of and expectation of a lamb as a victim to 
bleed and die for sin, One in whom man could be 
accepted, and in fellowsliip with whom he could 
worship and walk with God. All this had been 
symbolized in the tabernacle, as constantly before 
God in purpose, by the vessels of the sanctuary, the 
chief est of which was the golden candlestick — re- 
presenting the time when Christ would be revealed 
on the throne of David, a light to lighten the nations, 
and the glory of His people Israel ! These things of 
the tabernacle, representing Israel's order for earthly 
worship, were then desecrated by the king, and are 
now trodden down by the Gentiles, — but that which 
was represented by the vessels in the holiest were 
never under Gentile rule, and cannot now be trodden 
underfoot. Indeed they are never presented again 
as symbols in the word, until the Jews are again 

Rev. xi. 1, 2, ^^scribed as in their land in the last tribulation, 
iv.6-7. when mention is just made of them to shew the 
worshippers already in heaven, delivered from the 
last troubles, — while the elect remnant, the sealed of 
Israel, are preserved through them. And again, at 
the end of the tribulation, and when the kingdoms 
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of the world are declared to be the Lord Christ^s, chap. v. 
then the holy of holies is seen as opened, connected 
with judgments just about to fall. Thus while the 
future head and centre of earthly worship — Jerusalem 
and Israel, are trodden down ojjenly in their i)lace, 
the holy city and outer temple, for a time, times, and 
a half, or forty and two months, — those who are 
called out from among the nations to Christ ascended 
into the holiest, are above all the powei*s of darkness, 
seated in the heavenlies in Clirist, waiting with Him 
until His enemies are made His footstool : then will Eph. u. 4-7. 
He return. " I will return, and will build ai^ain the-^<i*f ^- ^^* 

o 17. 

tabernacle of David, which is fallen down ; and I 
will build again the ruins thereof, and I will set it 
up; that the residue of men might seek after the 
Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon whom my name is 
called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these things." 

But to return to our liistoiy. Just as this wicked 
king is in the height of his revelry, when the grapes 
of this earthly vine are fully ripe, in the full gush of Rev. xw. i«. 
his pride, as they druik their wine, and praise the 
gods of gold, silver, brass, wood, and stone, a hand 
is stretched out over against the golden candlestick ! 
— ^a man's hand — and it wrote upon the wall of tlie 
king's palace, in the light of the holy candlestick, 
which shone full upon the writing in the presence 
of the king ! And the king saw the part of the 
hand that wrote. Then the king's countenance was 
changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so that the 
joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote 
one agaiust another. The hand of the Lord ! How 
terrible to those who have rejected Him ! how full of 
blessing and salvation to those who shelter them- 
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CHAP. V. selves in it ! What terror it wrought in the heart 
of this wicked king ! Where now was his boasting ? 
Where now were the gods he was praising? Oh, 
what a loud and bitter cry was that calling upon the 
wise men of Babylon, the astrologers, the soothsayers, 
to help him to read the writing, and interpret it! 
Again is all the wisdom of this world appealed to in 
vain. In vain are the rewards, the chain of gold, the 
robe of scarlet ! None of the men of Babylon can 
read the writing or make known the interpretation ; 
and yet how the mystical writing in immediate con- 
nection with the candlestick, the symbol of Israel's 
glory, made every heart to tremble ! So will it be 
in the day of the Son of man — the Son of God — the 
Son of David, when He appears to redeem Israel 
from the hand of their enemies, and vindicate His 
own word and covenant with the fathers, and the 
throne of David ! It is this very hand- writing which 
these men of science, falsely so called, are now set- 
ting at nought by their philosophy, that will make 
their hearts to tremble, their knees to smite one 
another in their terror, and their tongues to cry aloud 
upon the very rocks and hills, by the means of which 
they have been setting so light by the word of God, 
to fall upon them, and hide them from the wrath of 
the Lamb! Yes, what God hath spoken with His 
mouth His hand will perform. The books of Moses, 
the Psalms, and the Prophets, will every tittle be 
fulfilled in and by our Lord Jesus Christ — the Amen 
to all the revealed purposes of God — the Alpha and 
Omega — the first and the last ! And these scriptures 
and writings by the hand of the Lord, which none 
of the wise or the princes of this world can under- 
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stand, will be fulfilled in condign judgment upon all chap. v. 
who have despised these oracles of God, and trampled 
under their feet His revelation of grace and peace ! 

In this terrible emergency, when none can read 
the writing, and the heart of the king with his 
princes stood astonied in their terror, came unto him 
the queen mother, Nitoeris, the widow of Evil Mero- 
dach, father of Belshazzar. The revelations of God 
had not been lost upon her. She had no fellowship 
in their revelry and idolatry ; but hearing of the 
dismay caused by the mysterious writing she entered 
the banqueting house saying, " king, live for ever ! 
There is a man in thy kingdom in whom is the Spirit 
of the holy gods ; and in the days of thy grandfather, 
Nebuchadnezzar the king, light, understanding, and 
wisdom, like the wisdom of God, was found in him, 
whom he raised above all the wise men of the king- 
dom, forasmuch as an excellent spirit, and knowledge, 
and understanding of dreams were found in him : 
now let Daniel be called, and he will shew the in- 
terpretation. Then was Daniel brought into the 
presence of the king ; and the king said, Art thou 
Daniel, of the children of Judah, whom the king 
my grandfather brought hither captive ? I have even 
heard of thee, that the Spirit of God is in thee. 
Now the wise men have been brought in before me, 
that they should read this writing, and they could 
not shew the writing or interpretation ; now if thou 
canst read the writing, and shew the interpretation 
thereof, thou shalt be clothed with scarlet, have a 
chain of gold about thy neck, and be third ruler in 
my kingdom. 

Then Daniel answered before the king, Let thy 

E 
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CHAP. ▼. gifts be to thyself, and thy rewards to another ; yet 
I will read the writing unto the king, and make 
known the interpretation. thou king, the most 
high God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy grandfather a 
kingdom, and majesty, and glory, and honour ; and 
for the majesty that he gave him, all people, nations, 
and languages, trembled and feared before him : 
whom he would he slew ; and whom he would he 
kept alive ; and whom he would he set up ; and 
whom he would he put down. But when his heart 
was lifted up, and his mind hardened in pride, he 
was deposed from his kingly throne, and they took 
his glory from him: and he was driven from the 
sons of men ; and his heart was made like the beasts, 
and his dwelling was with the wild asses : they fed 
him with grass like oxen, and his body was wet with 
the dew of heaven ; till he knew that the most high 
God ruled in the kingdom of men, and that He 
appointeth over it whomsoever He will. And thou 
his son's son, Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine 
heart, though thou knewest all this ; but hast lifted 
up thyself against the Lord of heaven; and they 
have brought the vessels of His house before thee, 
and thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy concu- 
bines, have drunk wine in them ; and thou hast 
praised the gods of silver, and gold, of brass, iron, 
wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know ; 
and the God in whose hand thy breath is, and whose 
are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified. Then was 
the part of the hand sent from Him; and this writing 
was written. And this is the writing that was written, 
Mene, mene, tekel, upharsin — literally in Chaldee 
language — numbered, numbered, weighed, they are 
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divided ! — which Daniel thus interprets. Mene : God cuap. v. 
hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it. Tekel: 
Thou art weighed in the balances and found wanting. 
Peres or Paras : Thy kingdom is divided, and given 
to the Medes and Persians — this latter word Paras is 
the Chaldee verb to divide. It also means a Persian 
or Parsee. 

It is evident these CJvaldee words were not written 
on the wall. Their meaning Daniel gave in Chaldee, 
and their application also, by immediate inspiration. 
In the former chapter we are warned that the God 
of heaven is a watcher of human actions, and in 
mercy, as well as in judgment, visits human pride, 
abasing the self-exalted, and lifting up the humble. 
In this chapter He is revealed as the weigher of 
human conduct, and the numberer of our days and 
hours, cutting short our lives here in a moment. This 
sudden close of the first kingdom, the head of gold, 
as I have before noted, is an earnest of the time 
when God will make an end of all power in the 
hands of fallen man, and give it to Him, the second 
man, who has glorified Him by obedience unto death, Phu.ii. 7-10. 
who shall also reign supreme over all the works of 
God. The Lord is a God of knowledge, and by Him 1 sam. a. 3. 
actions are weighed. Belshazzar was weighed in the 
balances of God, and found wanting in every parti- 
cular, and his days and kingdom were numbered^ that 
is, finished. The number of a man is 666, it does 
not reach to tlie perfect number, and therefore ends. 
If it were perfect it would pass on into the eighth and 
commence eternity. Christ hath no end, as He hath 
no beginning ; but until we have put off the old man 

all our days here are numbered. Having put on 

E 2 
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CHAP. V. Christ, we are quickened into a new life which ia 
eternal; we have no end of days, being men in new 
creation. The old nature, as descended from Adam, 
has been tried, under grace and under law, in pros- 
perity, in tribulation, in riches, in poverty, in power, 
and in weakness. God has weighed it and found it 
wanting. There are none righteous, no, not one : all 

^°9-2o. ^^® S^^® ^^^ ^f ^^^ ^^7 • there is no fear of God before 
their eyes ; therefore they are numbered as to their 
days upon the earth, and must go into outer darkness, 
and not see the light. Thus the hand came forth and 
wrote the irrevocable decree of this king and his 
kingdom — this head .of gold — Mene, mene, tekel, 
UPHARSIN — numbered and finished, weighed in the 
balances, found wanting; therefore the Mede and 
Persian shall take thy kingdom. In that night was 
Belshazzar king of the Chaldeans slain ; and Darius 
the Median, took the kingdom, being about three- 
score and two years old. This was Cyaxares, son of 
Astyages king of Media, uncle to Cyrus the Persian, 
who allowed him the title of his conquest during his 
life. This Persian kingdom is in chapter viii. sym- 
bolized by a ram with two horns, one higher than 
the other ; but the higher came up last. Media, the 
more ancient, the first horn, Persia after Media ; but 
in Cyrus the more considerable, the higher horn, and 
thus was fulfilled the remarkable prophecy of God 

isa. xuv. by Isaiah, written 174 years before, naming Cyrus as 
ativ. 1-6. the one who should fulfil all his pleasure, saying to 
Jerusalem, Thou shalt be buflt; to the temple. Thy 
foundation shall be laid. Cyrus having by indefati- 
gable energy, and the exertions of his numerous 
army, drained off the waters of the river Euphrates 
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which flowed through the city, marched liis army chap. v. 
into the dry bed of the river. All the streets of 
Babylon leading on each side to the river were 
secured by two-leaved brazen gates, which were left 
open that night during the midnight revel, ao that 
the Medes and Persians rushed straight up the streets 
into the city ; and the palace gates also being open, 
they slew the king and his lords, taking the city and 
the kingdom. 

Dear friends, ere we conclude this lecture, which 
closes so fearfully on the King of Babylon and liis 
princes, &c., for rejecting the grace of God, instead of 
so numbering their days of sin and unbelief, that 
they might apply their hearts to wisdom, and find life ^*~^33!J6' 
and favour, let us consider how that hand of the Lord, 
which wrote the judgment of Babylon, is a hand of Prov. i. :4. 
love stretched out to save and to heaL IIow at An- 
tioch the hand of the Lord was with the evangelists, -A-ctsxi. 

® ' 20,21. 

and a great number believed and turned to the Lord. 

How all the saints are in His hand — how John, the r>eut.xxxiii. 

3. 

beloved apostle, when in the presence of the Son ot^^^^^^-^^ 
God — his flesh became as dead before Him, felt the 
loving grasp of His mighty hand upon him, as He 
uttered the gracious words, "Fear not; I am tlieRev.i.i7,iH. 
First and the Last: I am He tliat liveth, and was 
dead ; and behold I am alive for evermore, and have 
the keys of hades and of death I Amen." And lastly, 
while the apostate generation of Israel in the last 
days, are following the idol shepherd, and burn- 
ing incense to that Meni, that number, let us note 55echg«- 
the solenm and plaintive cry of the faithful remnant !». ixV. ii. 
under the woes of their last tribulation to the true 
Shepherd of Israel, as anticipated in Psalm Ixxx. 
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CHAP. V. " Eeturn, we beseech thee, God of hosts: look down 
from heaven, and behold, and visit this vine ; and 
the vineyard which thy right hand hath planted, and 
the branch that thou madest stroiig for thyself. It is 
burned with fire, it is cut down ; they perish at the 
rebuke of thy countenance. Let thy hand be upon 
the man of thy right hand, upon the Son of man 
whom thou madest strong for thyself. So will not we 
go back from thee : quicken us, and we will call upon 
thy name. Turn us again, Lord God of hosts, cause 
thy face to shine ; and we shall be saved." 

Thus shall the Gentile dominion be judged, and 
quail before the Light of the golden candlestick ! the 
chosen Israel of God ! as it is written by the prophet: 
isa. ix. 1-3. " Arise, shine ; for thy light is come, and the glory 
of the Lord is risen upon thee. For behold, the dark- 
ness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the 
people : but the Lord shall arise upon thee, and His 
glory shall be seen upon thee. And the Gentiles shall 
come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy 
rising." Amen. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Bead the Chapter. 

Daniel in his arrangements, and no doubt by the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit (according to theapeii.ai. 
apostle, who declares these holy men of God spake 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost), has given 
this narrative of his temptation and faithfulness to 
God precedence to the account of his dream and 
vision, which had however already taken place in 
Belstazzar's reign, — the dream in Babylon, the vision 
by the river Ulai, in the province of Elam. 

May not our God have given the revelations before 
the trial, that we might perceive from these Scrip- 
tures where our strength lay for overcoming the 
world and all the power of the enemy — even our 
faith ? Our faith in what ? In the Word of God ; 
the sure word of prophecy; the light in the dark 2 Pet 1 19. 
place. 

Those who first went captive into Babylon went 
down under promises of preservation and restoration 
to their inheritance. In the strength of these they 
kept their integrity ; they kept their garments ; they 
defiled not themselves with the unclean city. And 
the three faithful ones turned back the king's heart 
for awhile, by their going through the fires, rather 
than worship the image. 

Daniel was destined for special testimony, and to 
die in Babylon ; to overstay the seventy years, and 
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CHAP. VI. wait for his lot Kke the fathers, who are kept wait- 
Heb. xi. 40. ^^S ^^^ '^^> " ^rod having provided some better thing 
for us, that they without us should not be perfected." 
The peculiar trial recorded in this chapter taking 
Dan. ix. 1,2. place just at the time he was learning by the books 
that the seventy years of captivity were almost 
accomplished, I have thought that his dream and in- 
terpretation recorded in the seventh chapter, wherein 
there was set before him the history of successive 
monarchies of the Gentiles, unto the very time of 
the end, reaching forward necessarily over many 
centuries, were that which gave him such peace and 
confidence, enabling him to stand so firm in the 
worship of God, and meet so unflinchingly the trial 
of the lions' den, which, had not God preserved 
him, must of necessity have shut him out from 
i8a.xiiv. sharing in that deliverance which he would learn 
iRa^xiv.^i-4. from Isaiah was about to take place under Cyxus, 
the Persian. Moreover, the vision on the banks of 
the river Ulai, which passed before him (also in Bel- 
Dan. viii. shazzar's reign), had already commenced fulfilment 
in the conquest of Babylon by the Mede and Per- 
sian, whose power and conquests had been shewn 
him in the vision of the ram and its two horns. 
Thus fortified by the Wordy Daniel was enabled to 
stand immoved from his trust and hope in God, 
either by the greatness and glory of the world, or by 
its most cruel hatred. 

This chapter begins with the temptations of the 
world's favours. Daniel was set in the high places 
of the kingdom, and this on account of the esteem 
in which he was held by Darius the king, no doubt 
from what he had heard of him as one so gifted of 
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God in the interpretation of dreams and dissolving chap. vi. 
of doubts, and for his integrity of life, ('yrus, in con- 
junction with Darius, divided their newly-acquired 
kingdom into one hundred and twenty provinces, dis- 
tributing the government of them among those who 
had chiefly helped Cyrus in their wars. Over these 
governors were three presidents, of whom Daniel 
was the chief, that they might overlook the accounts 
and the king have no damage. Thus this Daniel 
was preferred above the presidents and princes be- 
cause an excellent spirit was in him, and the king 
thought to set him over the whole realm. 

He was evidently set up by the king on account 
of his strict integiity, his perfect honesty and up- 
rightness, so that the princes and governors under 
his supervision had no power to indulge in their 
natutal rapacity and corrupt practices in their several 
places of influence. Here then was Daniel with 
abundance of opportunity for enriching himself, and 
living a life of ease and pleasure in the very heart 
of Babylon — in the very vortex power of the harlot 
that has from the time of Cain succeeded in seducing 
the hearts of the inhabitants of the earth from God, 
and from eveiy right principle, making them drunk 
with the wine of her fornications, and where resisted 
persecuting them unto death. She is to be brought 
into the very climax of her power, just before lierRev. xvii. 
destruction and shame, by the appearing and king- 
dom of Him, her chief victim, who was slain at 
Calvary to gratify the cupidity and ambition of 
men, Jew and Grentile, through the awful influence 
of Satan, the prince of the power of the air ! And 
she has until now been successful in persecuting and 
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CHAP. VI. slaying many who by their faith in Him whom God 
raised from the dead, and by looking for His appear- 
ing, have been proof against both her blandishments 
and threats. 

First, she will try this servant of God by lavishing 
upon him the glory, honour, and riches of her Baby- 
lon, endeavouring to overcome in him the principle 
of faith and hope in the word and promise of God ; 
and failing in this she will seek to accomplish his 
apostacy by threatenings, or blot him out from the 
earth. 

Now I would solemnly ask, Wherein was his 
power either to abstain from the corrupt practices 
of all around, or to overcome the fear of a cruel 
death ? Was the power from the fear of judgment, 
or from the certainty of hope ? From the dread of 
misery, or the joy of coming glory ? The Scripture 

Tit. u. 13,14. answer is — from the blessed hope! What were the 
cross and shame to the great faithful and true Witness 

Heb. xii. 2. in Comparison to the joy set before Him ? So with the 

Rom.viii. Apostle Paul, who reckoned that the sufferings of 
this present time are not worthy to be compared 
with the glory that shall be revealed in us. 

2 Cor. iv. " We believe, therefore we speak, knowing that He 

lo~18. ^ 

who raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also 
Heb. xi. 1. by Jesus." So then faith is the substance of what 

we hope for, the evidence of what we do not see. 

And to Daniel, as well as Paul, all things were but 
Phu. ui.8. dung and dross to the excellency of the knowledge 

of his coming Messiah, who he knew by the prophet 

i8a.iiii; Isaiah would appear to put away sin, and reign on 

"'''* ' Mount Zion among His elders gloriously, whose 

kingdom would stand for ever. Was he, Daniel, to 
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whom the Lord had shewn such favour, and given chap. vi. 
such revelations of ultimate endless glory, able to 
settle down upon the empty perishing things of 
Babylon ? No. The harlot in his case could offer 
no present joy, even to compare with the joy set 
before him in the promise of a resurrection to eternal 
life and blessing ! Let us mark this. It is not the 
fear of punishment that will keep us from sin. It is 
the certainty of eternal glory that lifts our heads 
over every difficulty, and gives us victory over the 
world, sin, and death; and this hope in us, is the 
result of union in life with Christ noWy which union 
is felt through the testimony of the Holy Ghost 
dwelling in us always, and teaching us the things 
we have in common with our Head and Lord Jesus, 
shewing us things to come. Of course, the mystery 
now preached among the nations, " Christ in you the 
hope of glory *' was not then made known to men; 
nevertheless the promise of His coming to put away 
sin, to raise all those who put their trust in Him, 
was made known ; and that He would so come, so 
raise .the dead, and reign over the earth, was the 
power of the hope in them, and the power that 
enabled them to overcome and declare they were pil- 
grims and strangers here, waiting for the promised 
eternal life. 

Now we are told that the presidents and princes 
sought occasion against Daniel concerning the king- 
dom, but they could find none. With the severest 
scrutiny they could find no fault or error in him, 
and they came to this conclusion: "We shall not 
find any occasion against this Daniel, except we find 
it against him concerning the law of his God." Oh, 
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CHAP. VI. beloved friends, think of the testimony given by this 
man of God, set as he was in the midst of human 
evil and corruption ! Here we are reminded of the 
apostle's exhortation: "Let none of you suffer as a 
murderer, or as a thief, or as an evil-doer, or as a busy 
body in other men's matters ; but if any man suffer 
as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him 
glorify God on this behalf." 

Then the harlot changed her actions, and sought 
either to subdue his heart and break off his alle- 
giance to God by terrors, or add the blood of this 
martyr or witness to those she had already slain, or 
would hereafter destroy. 

These presidents, governors, and princes consulted 
together, and going to the king persuaded him to 
establish and sign a decree, which according to the 
law of this second kingdom, when once signed, in 
conjunction with his counsellors, nothing could alter, 
not the king himself. And here we find the evil of 
this deteriorated power of government. Had Darius 
kept the power in his own hand, making himself 
responsible to God and not to the people, the mind 
and wisdom which he had of God, the desire to rule 
in the fear of God which was evidently in his heart, 
which caused him to set up Daniel on account of 
the spirit that was in him, and to meditate setting 
liim over the whole realm, he could have carried out. 
But having altered the constitution of government, 
associating his princes with himself in order to 
enact any law, he had crippled the power delegated 
to him. We must understand that God is exercising 
a supervision and power among nations, irrespective 
pf their faith in Him for salvation — a providential 



LECTURES ON THE BOOK OF DANIEL. 77 

nile over their temporal condition and prosperity, chap. vi. 
The Gentile rulers in their governmental power 
have, more or less, according to their knowledge of 
or respect unto the Word of God, upheld and carried 
out moral principles, as set forth in the Scriptures ; 
and wherever they have, God has blessed them na- 
tionally in outward prosperity. But the more the 
governmental power is lowered and distributed 
among the seed of men, the less is the power to 
carry out the unchangeable principles of God's 
Word and will. Darius had crippled and lessened 
the power God had delegated to him, and yielding to 
these evil counsellors, had signed a most wicked 
decree, that for thirty days none should worship or 
pray to any God, save only to the king Darius. It 
is moreover very clear that Daniel, though counted 
among the princes, was not associated in the govern- 
ment.* He could not, as one of God's Israel, sub- 
jected for a season to the rule of the Gentile, be 
associated with the Gentile in the world's govern- 
ment. He could submit, but he could not rule. If 
it was so with Israel as a separated nation, how much 
more so with us,, who, associated with Christ as the 
rejected on earth, as the One whom the world cruci- 1 oor u. s. 
fied, should walk here as pilgrims and strangers, as^^efc-ii- 
those whom the world knoweth not, because they 
knew Him not ; whaare not of the world, even as He i johniii. i. 
is not of the world. Surely we, the called of Godjohnxvii. 
into fellowship with Christ His Son, who is to come 

* From verses 1-3 we learn that Daniel was first president over 
the hundred and twenty princes, to see that the king should have 
no damage. He had the supervision of the revenues ; but that he 
had no place in governmental rule is evident, for the decree was 
made and established without him. 
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CHAP. Ti. and destroy the present kingdoms of the Gentiles — 
RevTlril w® ^^^ ^^ ^ come and reign with Him, — to judge 
^I'eSs. *^® inhabited earth with Him, and rule the nations, 
icorYi.2. g^pgjy^ J gg^y^ ^g canuot consisteutly hold govern- 
mental power here, in a world that crucified the 
Lord of glory. 

Daniel, as an Israelite, had his special position to 
occupy hereafter in the earth among the nations, by 
the calling and decree of God : for this he must wait. 
We Christians have our especial calling out from the 
Eph.i. 22,23. present Gentiles, to be members of the body of the 
Christ, who is in heaven; through whose death we 
ate crucified and dead, out of our worldly citizenship, 
^^^^- "j- raised in Him as citizens of heaven, and for Him we 
wait, till He come for us, to call us up, changing 
these bodies of humiliation into bodies like His own- 
glorified body; and then coming with Him in His 
kingdom, we shall occupy our true position according 
to our calling, and we shall reign with Him. 

Now when Daniel knew that the writing was 
signed, he went into his house; and his windows 
being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he 
kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed 
and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime. 
Now the very same principle, the power of faith 
and hope, which had delivered Daniel from the snare 
of the harlot to draw his heart from God, carried 
him at once into the trap laid for his destruction. If 
it made him conqueror before, he was more than 
conqueror now. As David, when his enemies were 
mighty and treacherous, gave himself to prayer, say- 
Psaimiv. i^o> " Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I pray, 
and cry aloud : and He shall hear my voice," — so it 
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was with Daniel. Not that he altered or increased chap. vi. 
his especial times of prayer on account of the decree ; 
but unmoved by the decree, knowing whom he be- 
lieved and whom he served, and that He was able to 
deliver, if it was His will, he continued liis worship 
in supplication and thanksgiving as before. 

It is worthy of remark that as the decree of Nebu- 
chadnezzar was to enforce worship of the image, this 
decree was to forbid worship, unless to the king, — to 
do away all trust in God, and separate the heart from 
Him, though perhaps as the object was the destruction 
of Daniel's person out of the way of their ambition, it 
was not so much for bringing him into sin, as in the 
confidence of his sincerity and truth bringing him 
into death by this wicked decree. 

He opened his window towards Jerusalem, the 
place where God had recorded His name, where tlie 
temple had stood in which He had dwelt in the 
holiest on the mercy-seat; where alone He was re- 
vealed as the God of Israel. This place was the centre 
to which they were to turn their eyes upon earth, and 
according to the solemn and comprehensive prayer 
of Solomon at the dedication of the Temple, the cir- 
cumstances of Daniel and the Jews at this time were 
the last of the seven instances in which they were 
to look toward Jerusalem, and God was to hear them 2 ohron- vi. 
in heaven. But where now are we to look for the 
name of our God and Father ? Our eyes are up to 
the holiest, whither our Lord hath gone. We see 
Jesus at the right hand of God. The kingdom is 
removed to the heavens, from whence it will be dis- 
played in power when our Lord returns. There is no 
recorded name of God on earth now. No place where 
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CHAP. VI. His honour or glory dwelleth on earth, if not in the 
heart of His own members. But we gather to His 
name in heaven. Our worship place is there — our 
throne of grace— our High Priest, our altar of worship, 
in heaven, for Christ is there. Israel never had but 
one place where God dwelt for them, and that being 
desecrated by the crucifixion and rejection of their 
king, they have not built another temple, or set up 
another place. What have we to do with earthly 
temples and centres of worship set up on earth, when 
Christ our Lord, in whom alone we are accepted, is 
now seated in heaven, and appearing there before 
God for us ? 

Then these men assembled, and found Daniel 
praying, and making supplication before his God. 
This is just what they wanted, and what they ex- 
pected. The only way they could bring the man of 
God under the condemnation of human law, was so 
to arrange that law as to be condemnatory of obe- 
dience to the law of God. So the rulers and High 
Priest at Jerusalem could only bring the apostles 
under their lash by commanding them not to preach 
Acisiv.v. or teach in the name of Jesus Christ. "Did we not 
straitly command you that you should not teach in 
this name ? . . . Then Peter and the other apostles 
answered and said. We ought to obey God rather 
than men." So they were beaten for their obedience 
to God, and departed, "rejoicing that they were 
counted worthy to suffer shame for His name." 

Then they spake unto the king, asking him if he 
remembered the decree he had signed, that whoso- 
ever should ask any petition of any God or man, 
excepting of himself, for thirty days, should be cast 
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into a den of lions ? " The king answered and said, chap, vl 
The thing is true, according to the law of the Medes 
and Persians, which altereth not. Then answered 
they and said before the king, That Daniel, which is 
of the children of the captivity of Judah, regardeth 
not thee, king, nor the decree that thou hast 
signed, but maketh his petition three times a day. 

" Then the king, when he heard these words, was 
sore displeased with himself, and set his heart on 
Daniel to deliver him: and he laboured till the 
going down of the sun to deliver him. Then these 
men assembled unto the king, and said, Know, 
king, that the law of the Medes and Persians is, That 
no decree nor statute which the king establisheth 
may be changed. 

"Then .the king commanded, and they brought 
Daniel, and cast him into the den of lions. Now 
the king spake and said unto Daniel, Thy God whom 
thou servest continually. He will deliver thee. And 
a stone was brought, and laid upon the mouth of the 
den : and the king sealed it with his own signet, and 
with the signet of his lords ; that the purpose might 
not be changed concerning Daniel." 

And who is Daniel? His name interpreted is, 
"Gk)d is my judge," or, "The judgment of God." 
And surely he represents in his person "the Israel 
of God." And who is the true Israel ? Of whom 
and to whom was it spoken when God said, " Thou 
art my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glo-isa. xiix.3. 
rifled"? Surely the same who always identifies 
Himself with Israel, of whom the prophet spake as 
he said in the spirit, " When Israel was a child, then 
I loved him, and called my son out of Egypt !" ac- 

F 
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CHAP. VI. cording to the testimony of Matthew, when speaking 
of Joseph taking the young child and his mother by 
night, and departing into Egypt, adds, that it might 

Hoseazi. 1. be fulfilled that was spoken by the prophet, " Out of 
Egypt have I called my son." And does not this 
shutting up Daniel at the setting of the sun in the 
lion's den, rolling the stone upon the mouth of the 
den, and sealing the same with the Gentile seal, re- 
mind us of Him who came to die for that nation, 
whom the Gentile power sentenced to death and to 
the tomb, setting his seal upon it, that the judgment 
might not be changed? And in this Holy One's 

johnxu. death and burial did not the day close upon Israel, 

85,86. •' ^ 

and the darkness come upon them ? Are they not 
shut up in the den of lions ever since ? The Grentile 
powers are striving upon the great sea of people and 
multitudes ; and Israel, the royal nation of Ghd, are 
no where ! and while God's nation, even that people, 
i8a.xiiii.2i.whom He has formed for His praise to bear His 
name among the nations, are thus hidden, surely 
righteousness and truth must languish in the earth. 
True governmental power, personified in Darius, who 
so mourned over Daniel, passes this night time of the 
earth in mourning and fasting. War and rapine, 
cruelty and oppression, characterize all government, 
more or less, until the morning — that morning with- 
out clouds, when He that ruleth over men shall be 
2 Sam. xxiii. the just Ouc ruling in the fear of God, the light of 
Mai.iv! the morning, when the Sun of righteousness shall 
arise with healing in His wings. 

The last words of Darius the king were, "0 Daniel, 
thy God whom thou servest continually. He will 
deliver thee." And is not this echoed by the Spirit 
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in the apostle Paul, who hath been made an apostle chap. yi. 

of Jesus Christ, by the will of God during this night 

of the earth, to call out the watchmen of the night — 

the present children of God, through faith in Jesus 

Christ, begotten through His death out of His grave 

— to be night witnesses, children of, and harbingers 

of the day that is coming, when the glory of the 

Sun of righteousness shall shine upon Israel? Is 

not the prophecy of Darius echoed by our apostle in 

these words, "I say then, Hath God cast away HisEoin.». 

people ?" And again, Have they stumbled that they 

should fall utterly ? God forbid ! Their unbelief hath 

caused the fall of this evil generation — not the national 

fall or destruction; for there is a seed in them thatiBa.izT.9. 

shall yet inherit the mountains of Israel. Their 

present unbelief hath brought the night upon the 

world, but it hath also caused the calling out from 

among the Gentiles children of light — children for 

the coming day, those who shall form the morning 

star. Israel, though for awhile shut up in the lions' 

den, has, like Daniel, left a testimony behind for the 

whole earth — the testimony to the truth of God, to 

the grace of God, to the Lamb of God. And the re- Rom. ». 

ceiving of them will be life from the dead. It is 

when his soul is among the lions that David in 

spirit cries out, "Be thou exalted, God, above thePBaimivU. 

heavens ; let thy glory be above all the earth." 

I have been led thus to speak of what we may 

learn by this shutting up of Daniel in the lions' den, 

because I think we may perceive in king Darius the 

Gentile, a spirit of hope and testimony derived from 

the prophet Daniel, waiting for his deliverance, and 

watching for the morning ; and that although the sun 

p 2 
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CHAP. VI. of Israel, as God's witness in the earth, set through the 
rejection of Christ hy them and the iron power of the 
Gentile, yet the spirit of a remnant — ^the very germ 
of Israel's future glory remained in those who had 
believed, to testify to the exalted glory of the Ee- 
deemer, and the certainty of His return to reign — 
and the great apostle of our heavenly calling speaks 

Kom. ix. of them as those, " Who are Israelites ; to whom per- 
taineth the sonship, and the glory, and the covenants, 
and the giving of the law, and the service of God, 
and the promises; whose are the fathers, and of 
whom as concerning the flesh Christ came, who is 
over all, God blessed for ever." 

That these words refer to Israel's future may be 
clearly seen by reference to the Scriptures set down 

Eom. viii. in the margin. The sonship, or manifestation of the 

1 ft OQ 

ijohniii.2.sons of God (oursclvcs the Jlrst-hom in the heavens ; 
HoseaLio. jg^g^^j^ GocCs first-lom on earth, with the nations all 

bom of God), is waiting for the restoration of Israel 

Isaiah ix. ^^ ^'^ ^®^^ ^§^> whcu the glory of the Christ will 
Ezek. xiiii. "^ ^y^j, Jerusalem, and the glory also enter their 

temple, when He will make the place of His feet 

glorious. The covenants or dispensations of promise 

are all waiting upon the restoration of Israel; 

Gen. iii. i6;iiamely, the seed of the woman, to crush the ser- 

J^i-16; 'pent's head. The covenant with Noah for blessing 

2aMn.vii. on this heaven and earth, the promises to Abraham 

isaiarii. and to David, are all to be fulfilled in that coming 

day of the Lord, when the law shall go forth from 

Jerusalem, and the word of the Lord among the 

Gentiles, of whom already, as earnest of all the rest, 

Christ has come as concerning the flesh, who is now 

God over all, blessed for ever. Now then for the 



Micah iv. 
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moming. " Then the king arose very early in the chap. vi. 
morning, and went in haste unto the den of lions. 
And when he came to the den, he cried with a 
lamentable voice unto Daniel: and the king spake 
and said to Daniel, Daniel, servant of the living 
God, is thy God, whom thou servest continually, able 
to deliver thee from the lions ? Then said Daniel 
unto the king, king, live for ever. My God hath 
sent His angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, that 
they have not hurt me: forasmuch as before Him 
innocency was found in me ; and also before thee, 
king, have I done no hurt. 

"Then was the king exceeding glad for him, and 
commanded that they should take Daniel up out of 
the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and 
no manner of hurt was found upon him, because he 
believed in his God." 

how complete are these records, and these several 
circumstances which took place in Babylon, in con- 
nexion with Daniel and the faithful Jews ! What a 
complete picture is here given of the present and 
the future of Israel. A remnant were seen witness- 
ing under false accusation, and the cruel enmity of 
the rulers in the Acts, the scornful men ruling in Acts m., w., 
Jerusalem. (See Isaiah xxviii. 14-22.) They were 
faithful to God, and closed their testimony as 
Israelites in the death of Stephen. Then as the 
testimony closed in Babylon by the shutting up of 
Daniel, and the night came on, — so with the death 
of Stephen, the door was shut upon Israel, and the 
Lord retired to His place to wait for the morning. ^"^yiJi ^^' 

The tnorning found Daniel in the lions' den, but *"^- 
an angel had shut the lions' mouths. In the moming 
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CHAP. Ti. that is coming, and I should judge after we who have 
been watching through the night have gone to form 
the morning star, the remnant of Jews will be found 

Isaiah i. 9. in the lions' den, in the power of the last Antichrist, 

sJ9™* the great (Jentile king, with two-thirds of Israel, as 

in Stephen's time, in league with him against the 

faithful ones, who are emphatically called by Grod in 

i8a.ixy.8-i4. Isaiah servants, in contrast to the others of Israel, 
who are by the decree of His judgment, numbered 

Rev. tu. 2-8. to the sword. They are however sealed by an angel, 
and effectually preserved from the lions* mouths. I 
say, the morning that is coming will discover them 
faithful and unharmed in the lions' den, out of which 
they will then be delivered because innocency shall 
be found in them, and they will be pronoimced just 

isa. xiv. before God and towards men. We read that " In the 

22-25. 

Lord shaU all the seed of Israel be justified, and 
shall glory." They shall be identified with a Daniel, 
who as He is called Israel, so doth He call Himself 

Isa. xux. by the name of Daniel, saying, " My judgment is 
with the Lord, and my reward with my God." God 
is my judge, and when Jehovah shall look upon 
Him — whose soul was made an offering for sin — and 
raise Him from the dead. He hath declared, "The 
pleasure of Jehovah shall prosper in his hand." His 

Isa. uv. 1-17. death, the Lord declared, shall be as the waters of 
Noah to Him, the end of Israel in the flesh, and of 
their sins for ever, and though for a small moment 
He says, " Have I forsaken thee ; with great mercies 
wiU I gather thee, ... so have I sworn that I would 
not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee . . . neither 
shall the covenant of my peace be removed, saith 
the Lord that hath mercy on thee" ..." This is 
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the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their ohap. yi. 
righteousness is of me, saith the Lord." Moreover, 
speaking of that very time coming, it is declared hy 
the prophet, "In those days, and in that time, saith jer.i. 30 ; 
the Lord, the iniquity of Israel shall be sought for, ' ' 
and there shall be none, and the sins of Judah, and 
they shall not be found: for I will pardon them 
whom / reserve.'' 

May we not apply those words of our Beloved in 
the Song of Solomon equally to ourselves, who are 
called during this dark night ; begotten in the midst 
of the lions, as to Israel when the day breaketh ? 
Are not we the heavenly Bride watching for thesongiv.e-s. 
morning while Israel lieth under judgment ? 

Will not the seed come out of the cluster to beiBa.ixv.8,9. 
owned upon earth as the earthly Bride and Queen 
among the nations, when the day breaketh and the 
shadows flee away ? Hath not our Lord retired from 
Israel and the earth, occupying at present the moun- 
tain of myrrh and hill of frankincense ; and as the 
morning appeareth, will He not call us first, and 
then His new-born seed appearing in their landi8a.uiL 
faithful, and calling upon His name ? Will He not 
say to both, come with Me from the lions' dens, and 
the mountains of leopards ? yes, dear friends, here 
we are at present, but the lions hurt us not. As 
Sampson before us, and as David in the strength of 
Him who has overcome, so can we rend the strongest 
lion as it were a kid, or realize an arm stronger than 
David's delivering us from his mouth. But let us 
read the end of Daniel's deliverance. 

It was a morning of salvation to him, but a fearful 
morning of doom and destruction to his enemies. So 
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CHAP. VI. it will be, our Lord says, at the end of this age. As 
Mattznv. it was In the days of Noah, and in the days of Lot, 

S7-S9 • ■•-»• 

Lukexvii SO shall it be in the day of the Son of man when He 
is revealed. 

2The88.i. He will be revealed "in flaming fire taking ven- 
geance on them that know not God, and that obey 
not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

" The king commanded, and they brought those men 
who had accused Daniel, and cast them into the den 
of lions, them, their children, and their wives ; and 
the lions had the mastery, and destroyed them all." 

Then went forth this decree from the king : " Unto 
all people, nations, and languages, that dwell in all 
the earth ; Peace be multiplied unto you. I make a 
decree. That in every dominion of my kingdom men 
tremble and fear before the God of Daniel : for He 
is the living God, and steadfast for ever, and His 
kingdom that which shall not be destroyed, and 
His dominion shall be even unto the end. He 
delivereth and rescueth, and He worketh signs and 
wonders in heaven and in earth, who hath delivered 
Daniel from the power of the lions." And may I 
not add, who hath raised up Christ from the dead. 
Who will soon raise up us also who have believed on 
Him through this dark night, and give us glory? 
Who will in the coming day raise up all His saints 
who have trusted in Him. Who will also make 
alive in Christ, the remnants of Israel and Judah, 

Ezek xxxvii whom He will gather from among the nations, 
whither they have been scattered in this cloudy, 
dark time, bring them into their own land, and make 
them one nation, wdth one King over them for ever ; 
as He hath said, " I will make a covenant of peace 
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with them And will set my sanctuary in the chap. ti. 

midst of them for evermore. My tahemacle also 
shall be with them : yea, I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people. And the nations shall 
know that I the Jehovah do sanctify Israel, when 
my sanctuary shall be in the midst of them for 
evermore." Amen and Amen. 
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CHAPTEE VII. 

Bead the Chapter. 

We are now led back from the circumstances re- 
corded as taking place in the first year of Darius, 
king of the Medes and Persians, to the first year of 
Belshazzar, the grandson of Nebuchadnezzar, of whose 
terrible end we have been informed in chapter v. 

In the chapter now before us we have an account 
of a remarkable dream which Daniel had upon his 
bed, the sum of which he gives us as he wrote. The 
matter of this dream, as in that of Nebuchadnezzar, 
is historical, and the God of heaven is now showing 
unto Daniel himself what shaU come to pass here- 
after, with this difference — it is especially the moral 
character of the successive Gentile powers which is 
here given, and their ultimate development of wick- 
edness and blasphemy against the God of heaven, 
with a session of judgment upon them held in the 
heavens, and the consequent dominion, glory, and 
kingdom given to the Son of man and His saints of 
the high places. 

In order to be fully prepared for the issues of this 
vision, we should carefully consider the purposes of 
God concerning Daniel's people Israel, as previously 
revealed in the books of Moses, the Psalms, and the 
Prophets, and be careful not to mix them up with 
the subsequent revelation of our present calling. 

Surely as it is necessary, in order to understand 
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all that is spoken of (/wr fiUv/re, namely, to come oh^p- vu. 
in glory, and to reign in glory, and judge the 
nations on the earth with Christ our Lord, as co- 
heirs with Him in His Father's kingdom, &c., &c. ; 
to consider what is predicated of us in the Epistles 
of Paul concerning the eternal purposes of God in 
Christ before the foundation of the world ; so surely 
is it necessary to consider what is revealed concern- 
ing the purposes of God in Israel, this royal priestly 
nation, as first opened in His covenant with Abra-Gen.xu.i-3; 

*v 1 1ft • 

ham, dilated on in the books of Exodus, Leviticus, zvii.i-2i. 
and Numbers, and most fuUy set forth in the bless- 
ings of the tribes of Israel by Jacob and by Moses. 
Also foreshown in sjnmbol by the tabernacle of the 
wilderness ; but the secret of the most holy places 
from which issued the divine commands being closed ^•^- ^ 
up, the Holy Ghost thus signified that there was a 
revelation yet hidden from them — the earthly people 
— which is now opened and fulfilling in our heavenly 
calling to be the body of Christ in heaven. 

I shall therefore preface my remarks on the vision 
of Daniel by calling your attention to divine pro- 
phetic blessing pronounced by Moses upon the tribes 
of Israel, summed up in these sublime words, in- 
cluding them as one royal nation, in the midst of 
whom the Lord would judge and rule the nations, 
and from whom He would appoint the saints to ps. xIy. le. 
occupy the high places of the earth, saying — 

"There is none like unto the God of Jeshurun,i>eut.xxxiu. 

26-29. 

who rideth upon the heaven in thy help, and in His 
excellency on the sky. 

"The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath 
are the everlasting arms; and He shall thrust out 
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CHAP. Tii. the enemy from before thee, and shall say, Destroy 
them. 

" Israel then shall dwell in safety alone: the foun- 
tain of Jacob shall be upon a land of com and wine ; 
also His heavens shall drop down dew. 

" Happy art thou, Israel : who is like unto thee, 
people saved by the Lord, the shield of thy help, 
and who is the sword of thy excellency ! and thine 
enemies shall be found liars unto thee; and thou 
shalt tread upon their high places!* 

The nation is also thus addressed afterwards by 
the prophet in these remarkable words : 
Isaiah xUv. "Yet now hear, Jacob, my servant, and Israel 
whom I have chosen, Thus saith the Lord that made 
thee and formed thee from the womb, who will help 
thee. Fear not, Jacob, my servant;* and thou 
Jeshurun whom I have chosen." 

Now, looking to the Spirit of God for help, who 
gave this vision to Daniel upon his bed, we will 
turn to our chapter where the prophet writes : 

" Behold the four winds (or spirits) of the heaven, 
strove upon the great sea." 

The sea here may, and no doubt does in one sense, 
Rev. xvii. 15. denote people, multitudes, nations, tongues, disturbed 
and striven upon by the tumultous passions of men, 
stirred up by evil spirits, the issues of which in 
succession produce the four wild beasts "diverse 
one from another." In the vision given to Nebu- 
chadnezzar we have these successive monarchies 
described in reference to the excellency of their 

* Jesharun is a title given to them, signifying upright or 
righteous, which they wiU he truly when they own the name, the 
LORD our Righteousness. 
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power and dominion successively deteriorating, and chap, tii, 
also as these earthly powers appear to the eyes of 
earthly people. In the dream given to God's servant 
Daniel, the vision presents these monarchies as they 
appear to heavenly eyes and divine judgment, even 
fierce wild beasts, and also as such, differing in 
moral character from one another, all devouring 
beasts, in this all alike, and having a common 
origin, bom as it were from the strifes and com- 
motions of men. There is however another and 
more definite meaning in the expression, " the great 
sea." Now this designates in Scripture wherever itNum.xMdv. 
is used, the Mediterranean Sea — used in reference tofosi^ua i. 4; 

^ ix. 1 ; XT. 12, 

the inheritance of Israel — the western boundary of 47; xxm. 4. 
Immanuers land. It is especially remarkable that 
none of these kingdoms symbolized by the wild 
beasts, answer to their fore-shown character until 
they have possession of the borders of that Sea, and 
navigate it with their power. The head of gold, or 
the lion in our chapter, held in conquest Jerusalem, 
Tyre, and Egypt. Persia, or the Bear, took her 
place next in succession, by possessing herself of 
Asia Minor and the provinces held by the first em- 
pire, so also Greece and Eome successively assumed 
full power over the great sea, or Mediterrauean 
waters. That great sea has from the time of Daniel 
until now held a most important place in the des- 
tinies and operations of the prophetic world, or of 
these Gentile dominions, and will do so until the 
time of the end. The first of these empires in 
Daniel's vision is symbolized by a lion; this was 
the Chaldean. There is attached to that king of 
beasts a dignity and majesty that does not charac- 
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OHAP. vu. terize either of those that follow, especially not t 
fourth. 

A lion is used to symbolize, in its best sense, 

Re?. T. 5. royalty of Judah ; " the Lion of the tribe of Judi 
Christ Himself our Lord. Also in its worst sei 
and perhaps denoting his usurpation of royaltj": 

1 Pet T. 8. denote Satan, the adversary, going about as a roar" 
lion. The wings denote the rapidity of the rise i 
dominion of the Chaldean empire, and of its c 
quests. As the lion of the beasts, so the eaglf 
monarch of the birds, in its energies of flight r 
piercing sight of its eyes, denoting the attribi 
used in forming the kingdom. The plucking 
these wings may mean the ceasing of the war 
extension, the kingdom being complete. The bf 
made to stand erect as a man, with a man's hf 
may teach us what has been symbolized in the 
storation and the gifting with reason of Nebucl 
nezzar, after he had been made to realize his 
character while acting for his own honour witl 
recognition of the power delegated to him, as thf 
God alone ; and as in that dream we have the a 
lute power first allowed to him, afterwards lefie 
openly to Gk)d again, so here we may be taught, 
the first dominion must be ultimately given to 
Son of man, who will receive the many diadems 
the Ancient of days, and reign for ever and ever. 
The next empire in succession is symbolized 
as a bear raising itself up for one domimotL (Set 
margin.) Though composed of the Mede and Pe: 
kingdoms, it raised itself in the conquest of Bal . 
to be joined in one united rule. The three 
between its teeth signify, no doubt, that previoi 
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CHAP. vn. power for some time, until successively subdued and 
absorbed by the fourth empire, or Eoman universal 
dominion. We must remark the emphasis laid upon 
this fourth beast in the visions of Daniel, and how 
the description of its terrible acts affected him in 
reference to its latter day history — 

" After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, 
a fourth beast, dreadful, and terrible, and strong ex- 
ceedingly, and it had great iron teeth : it devoured 
and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with 
the feet of it, and it was diverse from all the beasts 
that were before it." 

Thus far we have given us prophetically a faithful 
history and description of the kingly dynasties of the 
earth, from the time of the destruction of Jerusalem 
by Nebuchadnezzar until the crucifixion of the Son 
of God, and the again utter destruction of the recon- 
structed city of Jerusalem, and scattering of the 
. Jews and Israel unto this day. We need not go from 
the Scripture to ascertain the fulfilment of these 
visions up to the destruction of Jerusalem by the 
Komans. This divine statement of events is now a 
matter of history, and everything so far has fully 
developed the dreadful character of this last beast, 
which has by his teeth of iron and nails of brass 
broken in pieces everything of God that it could 
find in the world which it subdued ; casting out the 
Son of God Himself, then destroying the city where 
He had recorded His name, then scattering to the 
four winds the people whom He had formed for 
Himself; after which, as long as it continued Pagan, 
persecuting with cruel and relentless hatred the be- 
lievers in Christ our Lord. Moreover, when the 
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empire in its latter time adopted nominal Chris- orap. tii. 
tianity, and set up the Papacy, we all know how it 
has remorselessly shed the blood o& those who main- 
tained the truth as it is in Jesus. It has yet, however, 
to be revived in fiercer hatred to God and His truth; 
for, as the vision set forth, it had ten horns ! 

"I considered the horns, and, behold, there came 
up among them another little horn, before whom 
there were three of the first horns plucked up by the 
roots; and, behold, in this horn were eyes like the 
eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things, . . . 
whose look was more stout than his fellows. I be- 
held, and the same horn made war with the saints, 
and prevailed against them." 

Then Daniel gazed on in his dream— 

"I beheld tiU the thrones were placed, and the 
Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was white as 
snow, and the hair of His head like the pure wool : 
His throne was like the fiery flame, and His wheels 
83 burning fire. 

" A fiery stream issued and came forth from before 
Him : thousand thousands ministered unto Him, and 
ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him : 
the judgment was set, and the books were opened. 

" I beheld then because of the voice of the great 
words which the horn spake : I beheld even till the 
beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and given 
to the burning flame. 

" I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like 
the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and 
came to the Ancient of days, and they brought Him 
near before Him. 

"And there was given Him dominion, and glory, ^"^^i, 

G 
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C9AP. yn. and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and lan- 
*~~ guages, should serve Him : His dominion is an ever- 
lasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and His 
kingdom that which shall not be destroyed." 

Then was Daniel grieved in his spirit, and the 
visions in his head troubled him. He could not be- 
hold such things so intimately conneeted with the 
destiny of Israel and the earth, and with the gloiy 
of Messiah, the Son of man, and the overthrow of 
wickedness, without the deepest sympathy and desire 
to understand these conflicts with evil, and final 
i^umph of Jehovah. He came near in his vision 
to one who stood by, and asked the truth of all this; 
so he told him first in brief the sum of the vision — 

" These great beasts, which are four, are four kings, 
which shall arise out of the earth. But the saints of 
the Most High shall take the kingdom, and possess 
the kingdom for ever, even for ever and ever." 

The kings, who successively rise out of the earth, 
represent the kingdoms that they set up. They arise 
up out of the earth by the sufferance cf God, and 
in power delegated from Him. Our Lord expressly 
johnrviii. stated His kingdom was not to be from theTtce, not 
from out of this world or the earth; but as we find 
in this vision, from above — ^from heaven — from the 
Ancient of days or the eternal Grod, and in the exer- 
cise of the same authority and power that judicially 
destroyed the fourth kingdom or beast^ then ruling 
over the earth, giving it to the burning flame. 

As the subject here is entirely concerning Israel 
and the nations of the earth over which the Messiah 
will set up His kingdom, as received from the Ancient 
of days, — ^we must observe a gap in the prophetic 
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histoiy, oomme&cing when the fourth beast destroyed ohap. tii. 
Jerusalem, and stamped the nation as such to pieces, 
for nothing further is revealed or alluded to, of the 
nation until the revival of the kingdom in power in 
its last form, standing in the strength of the ten 
horns or ten kings of the leist days, who we learn 
from the Book of the Sevelation of Jesus Christ, 
agree to give their kingdom unto the beast, until the 
words of God are fulfilled. Thus the image will re- 
sume its whole form, standing upon the ten toes, and 
Daniel's vision will also manifest its pristine appear- 
ance, when the little horn, in the assumption of uni- 
versal dominion, will wear the mouth of the lion, the ^^- ^^: • 
feet of the bear, the body of the leopard, and in all 
the ferocity of the fourth beast, stand erect in the 
power of its ten horns, the ten kings of the last days. 

But said the one who stood by, — the saints of the 
Most High, or of the high places, those who are des- 
tined to take the high places or dominion of the 
earth, shall possess them for ever and ever. 

By the emphasis laid on the duration of their 
power, I judge, that as Jerusalem in its glory and 
power, with its royal seed and name shall remain as 
long as the new heavens and earth remain, so shall isaiah ixvi. 
all that is set up in the next dispensation in the 
righteousness and life of Christ, pass through the 
purifying fires at the end of this heavens and earth, 
into the eternal state purified and unchangeable for 
ever. And by the saints of the high places, I under- 
stand those sealed of Israel, who go faithfully through 
the terrors and persecutions of the beast, the sealed 
ones — ^the 144,000 who follow the Lamb in the king- aer. xiv. 

dom whithersoever He goeth. But to return. ps. iiv. le. 

o 2 
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CHAP. VII. Daniel now requested to know the truth of the 
fourth beast which was diverse from them all, ex- 
ceeding dreadful, &c. And of the ten horns, &c^ and 
the session of judgment in heaven. Then he said, the 
fourth beast is the fourth kingdom upon earth. This, 
as we have seen, is the Eoman kingdom, first set up 
in Augustus Caesar, who was proclaimed emperor 
about the time that God sent forth His Son, made of 
a woman, the seed of Abraham, in whom all nations 
were to be blessed, the Son of David, who in the 

2Sam.xxiii. throuc at Jerusalem should, as the Just One, " Jeho- 

8,4. ' ' 

Jer. raii. yah our Eightcousness," execute judgment and justice 
in the earth. This Eoman power would be dreadful, 
and devour the whole land, and tread it down, and 
break it in pieces. 

The three beasts preceding this one had not de- 
voured the land or city, or people Israel, seeing they 
had existed as tributary to each successively, where- 
as the Eoman power stamped them out of their 
land, leaving no residue. 

But the ten horns are ten kings that shall arise 
and reign in connexion with the saints again: this 
agrees with aU the prophets, that the Jews or Israel- 
ites are found in the last days in the land, and in 
Jerusalem, where they will be purged of the rebels 
of the evil generation, a remnant being brought 

zech.xiii. through the fires of persecution, and through the 
*' ^' judgments inflicted on the evil, apostate nations of 

Isaiah i. what is caUed Christendom, when those sinners and 
transgressors shall both burn together, and none 
shall quench them. But who is this little horn that 
shall arise, before whom three of the kings fell, who 
shall assume aU the power of the ten, and speak 
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great words against God, and wear out the saints, chap. th. 
and change times and laws ? This is the great Anti- 
Christ of prophecy to arise in those last days, fore- 
told by the Apostle Paul as the wicked one, whom2The88.u. 
the Lord will consume with the spirit of His mouth, 
and shall destroy with the brightness of His coming. 
The wicked one mentioned also by the prophet i«ai»i»xi. 4. 
Isaiah, whom the Branch out of the root of Jesse 
shaU smite with the rod of His mouth, and slay 
with the breath of His lips. Whose coming is after 
the working of Satan, with powers, and signs, a-nd^^*!!!-^^ 
lying wonders. The liar from the beginning shall 
enter into him, and all who have been hitherto re- 
jecting Him who is the truth and love of God will 
be given over to be deceived to their own damnation, 2 xhess. a. 
and for rejecting the love of the truth to believe in 
the great lie of the last days. 

No wonder then that he becomes more stout than 
his fellows, since the dragon shall give him his 
power. Now in him wickedness will have gained Rev. xiu. ; 

xiv 18>20 

its height in the earth. The grapes of this earthly isaiahixiii. 
vine will become fully ripe and ready for the tread- Joeiui' is. 
ing of the winepress of the wrath of God. He shall 
be allowed for a time, and times, and the dividing of 
time, as further declared in the book of these last 
days, the revelation of Jesus Christ given to JohnRey. i. lo; 
the Apostle, to declare the things that shall be after Rev. xi.' 
us. There the treading down of the Jews or Israel 
by this great power is described as lasting forty-two 
months. The two witnesses for God prophesy one 
thousand and two hundred and threescore days, or 
three years and a half, t.e., a time, two times, and a 
dividing of time. Into his hand the saints, or 
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CHAP. m. Daniel's people, are delirered for three yean and a 
half; bnt this blasphemer will fill up the measure of 
man's wickedness and Satan's power. The judgment 
as described in the vision shall sit. This is not the 
final judgment of the wicked dead, it is the judg- 
ment of the kingdom of the Grentiles. The eternity 
of the Godhead is symbolized by the hoaiy head, 
and the expression, Ancient of days. The purity of 
the Judge by the snow-white garment. The justice 
and perfect equity of the judgment by the open 
books. Its irresistible power on the earth, by the burn- 
ing wheels. It is a judgment of the living upon the 
earth by a secret session in the heavens, surrounded 
by myriads of heavenly hosts, also perfectly cogni- 
zant of the wickedness of man. The voice of the 
words of this last king brings to an end the Grentile 
rule by flaming fire from heaven. The kingdom in 
the hands of this blasphemer is destroyed by burning 
flame, and he himself with his false prephet, as 
further visions confirmed by details in the prophecy 

Ber. xix.2o.of the Book of Revelation declare, is cast alive into 
the lake of fire.* 

We must, however, notice one special scene which 
Daniel saw in his night visions — a scene which must 
have synchronized with the judgment of the beast. 
It is our Lord, the Son of man, leaving His session 
at the right hand of God, and going before Him as 
the Ancient of days to receive the kingdom and 

* ''As concerning the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion 
taken away, yet their lives were preserved for a season and a time; ** 
their dominion passed from them to another, but they were not 
destroyed in fiery judgment as this fourth beast. Moreover they 
may appear as Gog and Magog, at the end of the mUlennium to be 
destroyed finally then. 
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dominion over alL His enemies are now to be made oxap. tu. 
His footstooL The Jehovah will send the rod of His 
strength out of Zion, and He shall rule in the midst FMamoz. 
of His enemies. The day of His power wiU then 
be come, and His people Israel will be willing to 
receive Him, and sing the hosannahs and hallels 
which the evil and adulterous generation refused 
Him. He shall be revealed in His Melchisedec 
priesthood and power to possess for God, and as God, 
both heaven and earth. He shall strike through the 
kings in this the day of His wrath, judge among the 
nations, wound the heads over many countries; He P»im ox- 
will receive the Gentiles for His inheritance, and the 
uttermost parts of the earth shall be His possession. ^»J*>**i- 
And who are His co-heirs ? Who are to come with 
Him to judge the nations, and rule them with a rod^^^g^g 
of iron ? The beast with his ten confederate kings 
has been treading down the saints on the earth and 
in the land; but when they lift up themselves against 
the Lamb of God, the Lamb shall overcome them; 
for He is Lord of lords and King of kings; and 
they who are with Him are the called, and chosen, Bev.xvU.i4. 
and faithful — even those who during His session at 
the right hand of God have been gathered from out 
the nations by the gospel of grace, and made obedient 
to the faith among the Gentiles — even us, who are 
now begotten of God by the word, while the whole i John v.w. 
world lieth in the wicked one ! Yes, we shall come 
with Him, our Lord and Head, to deliver Jerusalem, 
and set up the kingdom of Israel in the earth. We 
who suffer with Him now shall reign with Him then, ^Tfaa. u. 
and be found resting with Him when He shaU be 
revealed, in flaming fire taking vengeance on themaTheas. l 
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CHAP. vn. who knew not God, and obey not the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ ! Daniel's people shall then be a 
royal kingdom and priesthood among the nations of 
the earth. The kingdom shall come to the daughters 
of Jerusalem. The people of the saints of the high 
places, and all dominions, shall serve and obey Him ! 



I,ECTUBE3 ON THE BOOK OF DANIEL. 105 



CHAPTER VIII. 

Bead the Chapter. 

In the previous chapter, the first year of Belshazzar 
king of Babylon, grandson of Nebuchadnezzar, with 
whose reign God had foretold the dynasty of Nebu- Jer.xxvii.7. 
chadnezzar the head of gold should close, Daniel had 
a dream and visions of his head which we considered 
as set forth there by Daniel himself; and although 
the end was glorious to God, and eternally blessed 
for His people, yet the terrible circumstances, and the 
length of time which were to intervene, so troubled 
his thoughts and changed his countenance or his 
mind within him, that his hope being so prolonged, 
he could say to his fellows whom he might have 
instructed in these revelations, as John the Apostle 
says to us in a somewhat similar position, I Daniel, 
your companion in tribulation^ and in the patience q/^Eev. i 
Messiah's kingdom. 

No doubt he spread all his thoughts and troubles 
before his God ; and as those were undoubtedly less 
wrapt up in his own interests than in desires for the 
fulfilment of that reconciliation and atonement for 
the sins of the nation, through which alone (in- 
structed as he was from the Scriptures of Moses and 
the prophets) he knew the nation could never be set 
up in the earth as a royal people and priesthood, in 
the midst of which Christ could reign and execute 
justice and judgment in the earth, God, in the third 
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CHAP. vin. year of Belshazzar's reign, gave him another vision, 
even the subject of the present chapter. The principal 
purport of which is to place before him the oppres- 
sion of his people in the last end of the indignation 
of God against them, and the end of their last Gentile 
oppressor ! Neither in this chapter nor the following 
are we carried back into the history of the successive 
Gentile powers, as shewn in chapters ii. and vii., 
excepting in the 20th and 21st verses of this chapter, 
where the second kingdom and third are described, 
for the Persian was just about to he, first to deliver 
and then oppress the Jews ; and after that the 
Grecian, out of whose dominion would spring those 
four kingdoms from whom in the last time (of which 
the vision speaks) the Jews would experience much 
sorrow, and out of one of which the last great As- 
syrian or oppressor would arise. The first empire, 
just about to expire, is not introduced into .this 
vision ; neither is the description of the fourth iron 
empire, which breaks aU in pieces, but it commences 
with the second empire, that of the Mede and Persian* 
described here as a ram with two horns, pushing west- 
ward, northward, and southward; then presents the 
kingdom of Grecia as a he-goat coming from the west, 
with a notable horn between his eyes, rushing upon 
the ram, casting him to the ground, and stamping 
upon him. This is the first king, Aleocander, who, 
when he had conquered all, and waxed very great, 
wept because there was no more to conquer, and 
died, they say, in a dnmken fit in Babylon. Then, 
when this horn was broken, four notable ones came 
up in its place towards the four winds of heaven; 
out of one of them came forth a little horn, which 
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Waxed exceeding great toward the south, toward the osap. tux. 
east, and toward the pleasant land. 

Before we come to the interpretation given by 
(jabriel, let us just mark the latter part of the vision. 
One Holy One saying to another Holy One, or to the 
Wonderful Nwrnberer (see the margin), "How long 
shall be the vision concerning the daily sacrifice and 
the transgression of desolation to give both the sanc- 
tuary and the host to be trodden under foot ?" And 
he said, " Unto two thousand and three hundred even- 
ings and mornings (or days) : then shall the sanctuary 
be cleansed (or justified) !" Now in this vision, this 
especial part of it, the acts of the little horn are 
declared to be the time of the end : " What shall be 
in the last end of God's indignation against Israel ?" 
And before we go farther, I will just remark that we 
find clearly shown in the next chapter, the ninth, a 
chronological history of Israel from their restoration 
by Cyrus, to the time when Jewish transgression and 
sin will come to an end in everlasting righteousness. 
Giving the time of seventy sevens of years, sixty-nine 
sevens being accomplished in the cutting off of Mes- 
siah, and the consequent destruction of their city, 
there are yet seven years to be accomplished by them 
in their land and city before the great deliverance. 
Now 2300 days are about eight months short of 
seven years, which we may suppose is about the time 
exhausted in gathering them from all countries to 
the land to renew their covenant with God under the 
auspices of the last Antichrist, who, I think, magnifies 
himself to be called the Prince of the Covenant. I 
mention this, only by the way, for consideration. 

Now let us consider Gabriers interpretation of the 
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CHAP. vni. vision. The ram, Persia ; the he-goat, Grecia ; the 
great horn broken, four take its place; four king- 
doms continue to represent Grecia, but not in the 
power of the first horn. Four generals of Alexander 
divided his kingdom at his death. One had Babylon, 
another Egypt, another Asia Minor, and another 
Greece. After this the Roman took all, subduing 
the whole civilized earth. But in the last days 
coming these four will appear again, no doubt 
making part of the ten which must compose the 
predicted form which the fourth great empire, or 
Roman, must take in the last end. Among the ten 
then will be these four from the third empire Grecia 
revived again, as part of the Roman empire revived, 
as I judge ; and out of one will arise the little horn, 
which in chapter vii. is described as subduing three 
of the ten, and then having the whole ten giving 
him their power for this last hour of theirs and his 
prosperity. In this chapter he begins with Egypt 
and Babylon, and subduing the pleasant or glorious 
land. "In the latter time of their kingdom, when 
the transgressors are come to the fully a king of fierce 
countenance shall stand up, and his power shall be 
mighty, but not in his own power ^ (See the beast as 
described in Rev. xiii., " The dragon gave him his seat, 
and power, and great authority.") He overcomes the 
saints, and has power over kindreds, tongues, and 
nations. "And he shall destroy wonderfully," de- 
stroying the mighty and holy people ; as in our 11th 
verse, as prince of the host he shall take away the 
daily sacrifice, and cast down the place of the sanc- 
tuary, the host being given into his hand for their 
transgressions. (See margin.) See also 2 Thess. the 
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description of the man of sin, " His coming is after chap. viii. 
the working of Satan, with all power, and signs, and 
lying wonders " See also his dirge, sung in Isaiah 
xiv., in the solemn ode to Lucifer, or the ligM-ieareVy 
a name he had assumed as the Christ, verses 12-15 
exactly a^greeing with his assumptions described in 
our vision. See also the remnant of Israel as per- 
secuted by the Assyrian of the last days, a little i»a. x., xi. 
while before the indignation against Israel shall 
cease, in his destruction by the Adonai, the Jehovah 
of hosts (Jesus Christ), who shall lop the bough 
with terror, and as the rod out of the stem of Jesse 
shall smite the earth, and slay the vncked one with 
the breath of His lips. 

In order fully to understand this vision of the last 
end of the wrath against Israel, and the end of Gren- 
tile dominion, we must see that the Jews will come 
up into their land again, build their temple, — and 
giving up their traditions, take up the law of Moses Mai. iv. 4-6. 
and their first covenant. Jews in Jerusalem yetiS^. xl 
trodden down, the witnesses witnessing for the God 
of the whole earth against the blasphemer ! the sealed Eev. tU. 
remnant that go through the fires, while two-thirds 
following the idol shepherd are cut off. Lo, then, wezeoh. rm., 
have Jews in Jerusalem in the covenant of the law 
which condemns them, as when the Baptist came in the 
spirit fiuid power of Elijah, convicting them of sin and 
judgment, the law working death, and pointing them 
to the Lamb of God. Lo, again, will they be found 
gathered in the last day, and while two-thirds, i.e. 
this wicked generation, more vncked than at the first 
com/ing of Christ, possessed by seven devils will follow Matt. xii. 
after the man of sin, and admire and worship the beast 
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CHAP. Tm. and his image; a remnant will reject the false propheb 
and beast. It will be the time of Jacob's troubti^* 
but he shall be delivered out of it. In the last chapter * 
(vii 25) we have had the description of this same 
Uttle horn into whose hand the saints were deUveied 
for a time, times and a half, remember this implies 
three years and a half. A time with the Jews was 
the space between Passover and Passover, a whole 
year; two times and a half therefore made three years 
and a half ; we had the term first used in denoting 
the period of Nebuchadnezzar's degradation "seven 
times." If these were interpreted according to the year 
day system, Nebuchadnezzar would be crawling imtQ 
now. Well, then, through his craft and by his flat- 
teries and by peace he shall deceive and so destroy 

Bey. adv. many; for whosoever shall take the mark of this 
beast, " the same shall drink of the wine of the wrath 
of God." And power was given unto the beast to 
continue forty and two months, or three years and a 
half; "but he shall stand up against the Prince of 
princes, and shall be broken without hand." The 

^ ^ stone cut out without hands shall smite him and his 
ten kings, and break in pieces and consume all these 
kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. He with his 

BcT.zviL ten kings shall make war with the Lamb, and the 

12-14* zix. 

ii-fe ' Lamb shall overcome him : for He is Lord of lords 

Psalm ox. ' 

and Eling of kings, and they that are with Him are 
called, and chosen, and faithful! And this vision 
of the 2,300 evenings and mornings is true, which 
shall be after many days. Yes, this last great 
Assyrian, king of Babylon, will, like Pharaoh of 
old, stand up against Christ Himself, and His saints 
who come with Him, but will perish like Pharaoh. 
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' The saints given into his hand for three years and chap. vin. 
;a half are Jews and many others, who through 
■'^'*gi»ce, and by the preaching of the everlasting Eer.xiT. 
gospel, testifying that the hour of his judgment is 
come, will resist his will and suffer death, or be 
miraculously protected. 

This marvellous king, whom the angel calls a beast, 
will not appear so to men : they will wonder and ad- 
mire after him, saying, Who is like unto the beast? 
John himself did so, and was rebuked by the angel. b«v«^ 
He will bewitch the people, who will be given over 
to believe the lie, that they all may be damned by^^^j^ii- 
this strong delusion, because they believed not the 
truth ; but he will with his false prophet go down 
cUive into the lake of fire. They will not die and be 
raised again to be judged like others for their works 
at the white throne judgment; but, being caught as it 
were red-handed, will go at once down into the lake 
of fire! 

Now, dear friends, this spirit is and has been 
powerfully working as a mystery of iniquity for cen-2 Theaa. ii. 
tunes. The serpent has beguiled even true Christians ^ ^'' **' ^' 
fix)m the simplicity of Christ ! He has degraded 
Christianity to represent an earthly worldly religion, 
instead of a heavenly calling I Setting up worldly 
sanctuaries, and turning men to the use of beggarly 
elements and human priests; instead of spiritual 
worship within the holiest; instead of worshipping 
in the opened heavens at a golden altar ! Let us from 
these prophetical words learn our present calling, to 
worship above where Christ sitteth! Where our lifeooi.iii. 
is hidden, while in the power of it we walk below as 
pilgrims and strangers, waiting for the Son from 
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CHAP. vra. heaven, that we may come with Him when He shall 

Acts XV. deliver Israel, — "build up the tabernacle of David, 

^®"^** that is fallen down ; raise up the ruins thereof, that 

the residue of men may seek after the Lord, and all 

the Grentiles upon whom His name is called !" Yes, 

2 Peter i. 9. this prophctic word is to us a light in a dark place! 
We must be raised in glory previous to these things, 
which must be fulfilled in their day ! We are now 
the harbingers of thai day \ We know what our Grod 
and Father has purposed in His Christ. This know- 
ledge should separate us from aU worldly lusts and 
ambitions ! This is Satan*s and man's day ! We are 

1 Peter ii. united to the Stone rejected of men, but chosen of 
God. We look to come with Him, when He will be 
revealed to Israel, who are saved out of the wrath, 
as in Isaiah liii., by the Lamb who has died for them, 
and they will see in His death for their transgression 
the end of their wicked rebdlicms flesh for ever, as 
well as the end of their guilt ; and being justified by 
His blood, they will fully enter into the blessing of 
Jehovah's gracious words to them in Isaiah liv., 
"In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a 
moment; but with everlasting kindness will I have 
mercy on thee, saith the Jehovah thy Bedeemer. 
For this is as the waters of Noah imto me ; for as I 
have sworn that the waters of Noah shall no more 
go over the earth ; so have I sworn that I would not 
be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee." 
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CHAFTER IX. 

Koad tho Chapter. 

We have here before us Daniel as a prisoner of hope 
turning to his stronghold, the Word of the Lord. 
He had been patiently enduring and waiting ever 
since he had been carried down into Babylon with 
the faithful remnant symbolized by the good figs, to Jer. nxw. 
escape the great tribulation and sore judgment that 
fell upon apostate Jerusalem, her princes, prophets, 
and king. He had also carefully marked the years 
as they passed until they numbered seventy ; he had 
also marked the prophecy in Jeremiah xxv. 11, 12, 
that, after seventy years of their captivity in Baby- 
lon, Grod would punish the king of Baljylon, and the 
time of his judgment would come in Ids son's son, 
who was Belshazzar, of whose destruction by the 
Medes and Persians we have read in the fifth chap- 
ter ; he had also read in the writings of Jeremiah : 
" Thus saith the Lord, after seventy years be accom- ^^\^^]^- 
plished at Babylon I will visit you, and perform my 
good word toward you, in causing you to return to 
this place. For I know the thoughts that I think 
toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and 
not of evil, to give you an expected end. Then shall 
ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, 
and I will hearken unto you. And ye shall seek me, 
and find me, when ye shall search for me with all 

H 
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CHAP. IX. your heart. And I will be found of you, saith the 
Lord, and I will turn away your captivity," &c. 

Thus, then, did this faithful man wait upon God 
and His word. He had seen the downfall of Nebu- 
chadnezzar's son's son. He had seen the end of the 
Babylon kingdom, and the commencement of the 
second empire in Darius the Mede, and now he knew 
by the books, the scriptures of the prophets, the pro- 
phetic word, the light shining for him in the dark- 
ness of the Gentile dominion, that the time of their 
present captivity was accomplished. It was now in 
the first year of Darius the Mede, before Cyrus had 
sent forth his decree for their liberation, and he set 
his face to seek the Lord God by prayer and sup- 
plications, making confession, &c. It is good to 
mark the difference between Daniel's confession 
and prayer, and the confession of Nehemiah in the 
ninth chapter of his book. Nehemiah is out of 
Babylon ; Jerusalem and the temple are built, and 
the Jews partially restored, taking up their old cove- 
nant, and repeating their vow at Mount Sinai, that 
they would keep the law and ordinances ; and Nehe- 

^^ ^ ... miah's constant cry was, "Eemember me, O my God, 

Neh. xm. j i » j > 

H, 31. concerning this and that, and wipe not out my good 
deeds that I have done for the house of my God." 
In this he is foreshowing the future gathering of 
Israel in the land in unbelief of the true Christ ; in 
Maiachiiv. castiug ofif their present traditions, and "remember- 
ing only the law of Moses which God commanded 
unto them in Horeb for aU Israel, with the statutes 
and judgments." 

But not so Daniel. He evidently is looking for- 
ward to the final and true restoration of Israel under 
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their true Messiah. He has no reference to the law chap. ix. 
of Moses, but to the time eveiywhere mentioned in 
the prophets, when Israel shall be restored in ever- 
lasting mercies ; when the mountain of the Lord's isaiah a. 2. 
house, the holy mountain (now trodden down of the 
Gentiles), should " be established on the top of the 
mountains, and all nations should flow unto it;" 
when the Lord the Messiah should reign on Mount isa.xxiv. 23. 
Zion, among His ancients gloriously. He is not 
speaking of the law, or of coming into a covenant to 
establish their ovm rightemisness ; but he asks God to 
shine upon His sanctuary for the Lord's sake — not 
JehovaKsy but the Adonias sake, who is Messiah! 
Daniel is evidently fully imbued with the things 
written in the books of Moses, Psalms, and Prophets, 
concerning Christ the Messiah and the throne of 
David at Jerusalem; and God answers him accord- 
ing to his thoughts and hopes. God does not in His 
reply touch upon the restoration by the decree of 
the Persian king, and their restoration under Ezra 
and Nehemiah, except as a lengthened period of 
Gentile dominions, a continuation of their humilia- 
tions. For it is not by their Messiah or by the 
mighty arm of, God that they are delivered from 
Babylon and restored to their own land; and it is 
not by the coming of their Messiah, the true Son of 
David, that the tabernacle of David is to be raised 
up through the ministry of Ezra or Nehemiah. It 
is not He who now builds up the ruins ; it is done 
under the patronage of the Gentile king, and in 
troublous times — yea, the Gentiles will destroy it 
once more, and in the latter day a Gentile prince 
shall restore them again for a few years, under whose 

H 2 
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cuAP. IX. patronage they will place themselves for their own 
woe, until the Messiah the Prince shall come and 
deliver the faitlifiil remnant from his cruel arms, 
while they, the rebels, shall be destroyed, both they 
and their king ! 

Now let us learn all this from the faithful message 
of Gabriel, sent from the presence of God in reply to 
DanieFs supplications : " And while I was speaking, 
and praying, and confessing my sin and the sins of 
my people Israel, and presenting my supplication 
before the Jehovah my God for the holy mountain 
of my God, even the man Gabriel, whom I had seen 
in the vision at the beginning, touched me about the 
time of the evening oblation. And he said, Daniel, 
I am now come forth to make thee skilful of un- 
derstanding ; for thou art greatly beloved ; therefore 
undei-stand the matter, and consider the vision." It is 
well also to mark how the reply came about the time 

1 Kin^s of the evening sacrifice: so it was with Elijah, when at 
the direction of God he prepared the representation of 
the twelve guilty tribes, the altar of twelve stones, with 
the representation of Him who went for and with 
them under the judgments, €\yen the bullock laid 
upon the altar; and the waters of judgment were 
poured upon all, lay stagnant upon the whole; for 
they could not run off for the trench round about. 
It was about the time of the evening sacrijice, and 
after the threefold perfect judgment had overflowed 
and covered all, that the prophet prayed, and the 
fire of the Lord fell, consuming all, so that neither 
Israel, their sin, their judgment, nor their sin-bearer, 
were visible on earth any more ! AU were taken up 
to heaven in Him who died for us and rose again! 



XVIU. 
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" who was delivered on account of our offences, and chap. ix. 
was raised again on account of our justification !" So Rom. iv. 25. 
now that Ga})riel comes to make known God's decree 
concerning the time when Israel would be restrained 
from further sin, when God would make an end of 
their sins, and make reconciliation for their inic^uity^ 
&c., it is about the time of the evening sacrifice, con- 
necting it with the time our Lord bowed His head, ^^Is-s"^^' 
gave up the ghost, and died for our sins ; even the 
time of the evening sacrifice^ lying in death until the 
morning of His resurrection ; thus making the even- 
ing of His death and the morning of His resurrection 
our fi/rst day. 

But to return. Daniel's time noted in the books 
as now accomplished was seventy years. Years there- 
fore were the subject, and Gabriel commences by 
saying seventy sevens, not necessarily called weeks, 
but sevens of something. As years were the present 
subject, it of course means seventy sevens of years, 
viz., 490 years are decreed as the time which must 
elapse before Israel's deliverance from the Gentile 
dominion over them and their holy city ; which de- 
Uverance would synchronize with the restraining 
them from sinning any more, make an end of sin, 
and make a propitiation or atoning reconciliation for 
their iniquity, bring in everlasting righteousness, 
accomplish the prophetic word, and anoint the Holy 
of Holies ! In fact, bring them into all the fulness of 
the new covenant, constitute them all righteous, and Jcr. xxxi. 

31-31 

their sins and iniquities be remembered no more. neb. viii. 
When the whole word of promise concerning the 
seed of the woman, the seed of Abraham, the Son of 
David, would be fulfilled. This then was determined 
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CHAP. IX. upon Daniel's people, and upon the holy city, 490 
years of humiliation, which the angel Gabriel thus 
further distributes in periods and events. 

"Know therefore and understand, that from the 
going forth of the commandment to restore and build 
Jerusalem unto Messiah the Prince shall be seven 
sevens, and threescore and two sevens (of years). 
The street shall be built again, and the wall, even in 
troublous times. And after threescore and two sevens 
shall Messiah be cut off, and shall have nothing ; and 
the people of the Prince that shall come shall destroy 
the city and the sanctuary ; and the end thereof shall 
be with a flood, and it shall be cut off to the end 
with desolations." 

Now let us remark these two first divisions of the 
seventy sevens. The first describes the building of 
the city and wall in troublous times. This took place, 
as we read in our Bibles ; see the books of Ezra and 
Nehemiah. Mark the hindrances from the Samari- 
tans, and the decrees of the king of Persia. It must 
have taken up forty-nine years, or seven sevens of 
years ; leaving 434 more, or sixty-two sevens, to be 
fulfilled when the following events took place; namely, 
the coming of Messiah the Prince, His rejection, and 
cutting off, with the utter destruction of Jerusalem, 
and its desolations by the Eoman people or armies, 
the armies of the last iron empire, the fourth beast, 
which breaks all in pieces, and treads all down under 
it! 

Here we must make a great pause, where God 
has paused. Surely nothing can be plainer than the 
fulfilment of this prophecy. No sooner had the fourth 
empire been fully developed in the person of Gsesar 
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Augustus, than the holy child, the King of the Jews, chap. ix. 
the Son of David, was born at Bethlehem; and itLukTuT 
was the decree of Coesar Augustus that all the world 
should be taxed, which caused the fulfilment of the 
prophecy of Micah : " But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, mcah v. 2. 
art little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of 
thee shall He come forth unto me that is to be ruler 
in Israel ; whose goings forth have been ftom of old, 
fix)m everlasting." And Mary of Nazareth went to 
Bethlehem, the city of David, and the days being 
accomplished she brought forth the holy child Jesus ! 
Then commenced the action of this strong and terrible 
empire. The Eoraan people had previously reduced 
Judea to a tributary province, and under Tiberius 
Caesar our dear Lord was crucified and buried. God 
raised Him from the dead, and from Him exalted to 
the right hand of God came down the Holy Ghost at 
Pentecost, to proclaim Him Lord and Christ. But 
the Jews and their rulers rejected Him, resisting the 
testimony of the Holy Ghost, and He, though seen 
by Stephen, standing up in readiness to come forth 
(according to Peter's declaration, "Repent and be Acts m, 
converted, that your sins may be blotted out, in order 
that the times of refreshing may come from the pre- 
sence of the Lord ; and He shall send Jesus Christ, 
who was before appointed for you, whom the heavens 
must receive until the times of the restitution of all 
things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all 
His holy prophets since the world bfegan," &c.), re- 
turned to His place to rest and consider, as in Hosea 
V. 15, He saith, " I will go and return to my place, 
till they acknowledge their offence, and seek my face ; 
in their affliction they will seek me early." 
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CHAP. IX. Jerusalem was then given up according to His 
MattxxUi. word, whcu weeping over it He said, " Behold, your 
^^■^^' house is left unto you desolate; and verily I say 
unto you, Ye shall not see me until the tvm^ corm 
when ye shall say. Blessed is He that cometh in the 
name of the Lord ;" and thus the Lord's prophetic 
word was accomplished. Jerusalem was compassed 
with the Soman armies, wrath and distress came 
upon the Jews, they fell by the edge of the sword, 
and were led away captive among the nations, and 
Luke XXL Jerusalem is trodden down of the Gentiles, till the 

20~24 

times of the Gentile dominion are fulfilled, and the 
sixty-nine sevens of years are accomplished in cut- 
ting off Messiah the Prince ; His having nothing ; 
and the people of a Prince (who shall yet come and 
rule the. Gentiles and their kings, who will give him 
their power for a season, shall also, as in the next 
verse, help them back to their land in their old 
covenant) have destroyed the city and sanctuary 
with a flood of judgment, and it is cut off by 
^ desolation, leaving one more seven years for the 
Jews under Gentile dominion before their trans- 
gressions are restrained, their sins ended by propi- 
tiation, the glory returns to their sanctuary and their 
land, and everlasting righteousness is brought in. 
Let us now consider deeply our present calling and 
position, as being brought in to fill up this gap in the 
revealed purposes of God. To make up for the dis- 
appointment, the rejected Lord appears to lament in 
Isaiah xlix., describing His advent as a child born into 
the world, when Jehovah addressed Him thus — 
^*Sl?^* " Thou art my servant, Israel, in whom I will be 
glorified. Then I said, I have laboured in vain; I have 
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spent my strength for nouglit and in vain ; surely chap. ix. 
my judgment is with Jehovah, and my reward with 
my God. And now, saith the Jehovah that fonned 
me from the womh to be His servant, to bring Jacob 
again to Him, Though Israel be not gathered, yet 
shall I be glorious in the eyes of the Fvord, and my 
God shall be my strength." Thus has been brought 
into being a purpose which God had hidden in Him- Eph. 111.9. 
self from the beginning of the world — a gathering 
out from the world a people for His name ; as ex- ^^^^Jj 
pressed in John i. 10-12, "He was in the world, 
and the world was made by Him, and the world 
knew Him not. He came unto His own, and His 
own received Him not. But as many as received 
Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of 
God, even to them that believe on His name." Yes, 
those who during His rejection and absence trust 
in Him, and accept redemption through His blood ; 
dying with Him and rising in Him ; begotten out of 
death and judgment by His resurrection from the 
dead ; sons of God and co-heirs with Him, to whom 
He will give the glory which the Father hath given John xvu. 
Him, when H^ shall come to be glorified in His saints, 2 xhesB. 1. 
and to be admired in all them that believe in the tes- 
timony of the apostles of this dispensation of gnice, 
in the midst of tribulation. Is Daniel in Babylon a 
prisoner of hope; and are not we also prisoners of 
hope ? Was Daniel waiting for the delivemnce and 
glory of Israel, according to promise; and are not 

we called out from idols to serve the livin<i: and true ixhessi. 

9 10. 
God, and to wait for His own Son from heaven? Are 

not we left in the darkness of this present age, in 

the midst of enemies, spiritual and carnal, subject 
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CHAP. IX. to sufifering and tribulation, waiting for the glory 
which shall be revealed in us ? And how did Daniel 
know deliverance was at hand ? Was it not from the 
books? 

And how do we know of the glory that awaits us 
except from our books, from the Booh ? — the Book of 
Promise! the Book of Truth! the Book of Hope! 

2 Pet. i. 19. the sure word of prophecy ! the light of this dark 
place! And what stirred up the aged Daniel to 
prayer and confession and pleading for deliverance, 
but setting his mind upon the book. And thus his 
heart was drawn to God by hope in His word. And 
what is there to stir up our hearts, and cause us to 
lift up our heads out of darkness, and the hopeless 
evil of this present age, but hope in the word of 

johnxiv. God? "Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in 
God, believe also in me. In my Father's house are 
many mansions : if it were not so, I would have told 
you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto myself ; that where I am, there ye may 

Ps. cxix. 49. be also " — is the precious word upon which the Lord 
has given us to hope. Has it not been, I ask, the 
departure from this blessed hope that has caused the 
darkness which has so terribly overspread the hearts 
and hopes of even the true children of God for so many 
centuries ? And have not they been awakened, by a 
return to this word of promise, to the truth of our 
heavenly calling, to our union with Christ in heaven 
as risen with Him, to know our worship-place iii the 

^^ ibS^" holiest of all, at the sprinkled mercy-seat, there to offer 
praise continually by Him, the golden altar of in^nse, 
upon the horns of which lies the blood of Him who 
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died "without the camp, and went straight up into chap. ix. 
the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption, 
not to set up earthly worship yet, but to open the 
holiest of all for the worship of His own co-heirs 
who believe on Him while rejected upon earth ? Has 
not this awakened His sleeping members, and aroused 
them from worshipping among the dead, to their 
heavenly calling and Aope, even to meet Christ, their 
Head, in the air, and as His complete body go in with 
Him to the Father's house in readiness to come out 
again with Him, and shine forth as the sun in the 
Father's kingdom, reigning with Him over all people, 
nations, and languages, according to Daniel vii. ? Is 
it not from the books, from the doctrines of the 
apostles and prophets of our dispensation, that we 
are learning the characteristics of our present calling 
cnU from our Gentilism, our nationalities, even of 
Jews from Judaism, to form in Christ one new man, 
then to come with Him as His body and bride, His 
hoUo of glory, to reign over Jew and Gentile ? Yes, 
it was recurring to the Book that caused so many at 
the Eeformation to throw off the yoke of falsehood 
that had bound men in chains of darkness so many 
years ! It was also a further and a deeper reference 
to the books, especially the Scriptures of the prophets, 
tliat opened up the hearts of the believers to the 
glories of Christ's kingdom on the throne of David, 
and has shown them that all things written in the 
law of Moses, in the Prophets and Psalms, concern- 
ing our Lord Christ shall be fulfilled ; that our present 
calling was a secret hitherto hidden in God, until 
the Jews' rejection of the Holy Ghost's testimony 
by the apostles and Stephen concerning Christ their 
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CHAP. IX. King brought upon them their present rejection of 

God and destruction of their city, during which time 

of judgment upon them God is calling in us a people 

iHaiah xxiy. to Tclgn with Him — ycs, to share His throne ! Thus 

6-8. ■ we look for the Son from heaven, and the first resur- 

17,18. rectioii, when all those who are Christ's shall rise, 

XV. U! ' when He will then come with the believers of this 

2Tim. ii. 12. . , i p i • -i i ^ 

1 Peter, iv. dispensation, His body of glory m the heavens, also 
B«v.ii.25-28; to roA^m amouff His risen elders on Mount Zion 

iu. 9-12, 21 ; " ° 

xix.; XX. 4-6. gloriously. 

May I not also remark, that as it was with Israel 
wlien they set out from Mount Sinai, numbered and 
marshalled by God to go through the wilderness to 

Num^xiii., Kadesh-barnea, there to enter at orice upon their 
inheritance, they were unable to enter in because of 
unbelief — they were sent back to perish in the wil- 
derness l^ecause of unbelief, so has it been with our 
dispensation. Are we not taught to believe that the 
apostles in our hooks expected shortly to see the Lord 
descend from heaven to call them ? Was not trans- 
lation in glory to meet Him the prominent hope for 
Christians in their day? Were they not warned 

Hob. iv. against this same example of unbelief in Israel, lest 
they also should seem to come short, and to be turned 
back for a season ? And has it not happened to us as 
with them — this long time of ignorance and dark- 
ness, this terrible loss of Scriptures, loss of the Chris- 
tian's hope, the coming of the Lord Jesus for His 
gathered ones, and His coming with them to deliver 
Israel, and to reign over them and the nations ? And 
now has it not been (as remarked above) the return 
to Scripture from the traditions of men that has 
aroused the sleeping saints to this blessed hope in 
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the appearing and kingdom of our Lord and Saviour chav. ix. 
Jesus Christ, who will raise and change His people 
who are soon to appear with Him in glory ? Have you 
not remarked how that the unbelieving generation, 
having perished in the wilderness, a new and believ- ^"SoJ?.^* 
ing generation entered with Joshua into the promised •^^■^* '^' *"'• 
inheritance, which might have been possessed forty 
years before but for unbelief? Well, dear friends, 
fifty or sixty years ago Christians were not teaching 
this blessed hope — the truth of the first resurrection, 
the coming back of Christ to reign with His risen 
saints. It is upon us in these last days that this 
blessed hope is so graciously brought to bear, to 
separate us off from the earthly and carnal state of 
Christianity so-called. May the prophet Daniel be 
a beacon and example to us. When he considered 
the books setting forth the hopes of Israel, how could 
he rest in Babylon ? Marking the glorious destiny 
of Israel as set forth in the Scriptures, the glory of 
Jehovah his God so bound up with the deliverance 
of his people, he could eat no pleasant bread in 
Babylon — so, surely, if our high destiny as sons and 
heirs of God, co-heirs with Christ, as set forth in the 
Scriptures ; if the entrance into our hearts and minds 
of our Lord's words, as recorded in John's gospel, John xiii. to 

^ * ' xvu. 

with the fact that the glorious manifestation of our 
dear Lord is immediately connected with ours ; if, I 
say, the apprehension of this is truly and sincerely 
entertained in our hearts and minds, we shall no 
longer have fellowship with the pleasures, politics, 
and honours of this Satan-possessed world ; we shall 
fully sympathize with the Apostle John, who de- 
clared that we who are Christ's are of God, while the i John v. 19. 
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CHAP. IX. whole world lietli in the wicked one, and feel that 
1 John ii. 16. the friendship of this world is death. The lust of 
the eye, the hist of the flesh, and the pride of this 
life is surely not of God, but of the devil ! This hope 
of glory, this union with the Lord, is the sanctifyirig 
truth for us in these last days ! Let us, therefore, 
know by the books that the time of our deliverance 
is at hand ; that the moral signs of these last days 
of evil are patent and open to every one who can 
read 2 Tim. iii. 1-5. Let us, therefore, turning away 
from what is earthly and sensual — for such wisdom 
jnde 20, 21. is dcvilish — " build ourselves up in our most holy 
faith, and praying in the Holy Ghost, keep ourselves 
in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our 
Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life;" and like Daniel 
in his blessed hope, so may we in ours^ confessing 
our sins and folly and lukewarmness hitherto, pray for 
those who are called by the name of our Lord ; that 
the Lord may not defer for His own name's sake, but 
hasten on the time when He who is now at His right 
hand may call for us to meet Him in the air, that 
we and all who have slept in the faith may come 
with Him in the glory of His power, to shine upon 
His own desolate sanctuary, and fill the earth with 
the blessing of His presence. " Even so, come. Lord 
Jesus ! " 



LECTURES ON THE BOOK OF DANIEL. 127 



CHAPTER X. 

Read the Chapter. 

In chapter ix. we have Daniers intense desire to 
see the deliverance of Israel, his earnest cry for the 
glory of God in setting up His kingdom and dominion 
on the earth, the hope of which was stirred up in his 
heart by the books of prophecy concerning the time 
of the Babylonish captivity, and the purpose of God 
concerning His holy mountain, the city and people 
called by His name. We may surmise that he was 
also enlightened by Isaiah's books concerning the 
" Child to be born, the Son given," also concerning isaiah ix, 
the death and resurrection of Him, the Messiah 
Prince, who was to be "made an offering for sin," isaiah mi. 
and cut off out of the land of the living, then to 
prolong His days, and the pleasure of the Lord to 
prosper in His hand. I say this l>ecause of the 
marked response to his prayer and the desire of his 
heart, by Gabriel, in his distinct statement concern- 
ing the making an end of the sins of Israel, and the 
atonement for their iniquity, by the advent of Messiah 
the Prince, to be first cut off ! Very soon after Daniel 
received this revelation from Gabriel, Darius died, 
and Cyrus succeeding to the kingdom, sent forth that 
famous proclamation of deliverance for the Jews out 
of Babylon, with leave to restore their temple and 
city. But this did not satisfy the heart-longings of 
Daniel. He knew this was not real deliverance, but 
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CHAP. X. a mere prolongation of Jerusalem's humiliation ai»- ^ 
the Gentile dominion. He had considered the S8u^ 
tale of sin and woe that still belonged to his people- 
Messiah's cutting off without their deliverance, 
second destruction of their city and sanctuary 
another bringing them together in their old cove- 
nant, and another, more terrible than before, Gentile 
oppressor, and a greater sin to be developed in them- 
by their worshipping the idol of the desolater ! 

It appears that all this future for his people, before 
their final deliverance, overwhelmed his soul. He 
was mourning full three weeks. He eat no pleasant 
bread, neither came flesh nor wine in his mouth, neither 
did he anoint himself at all, till three whole weeks 
were fulfilled. Surely in all this he was an embodi- 
ment of a true Jewish heart, of a Jew inwardly. Like 

Rom.ix. the Apostle Paul, he had great heaviness and con- 
tinued sorrow in heart for his brethren, his kinsmen 
according to the flesh, " who are Israelites, to whom 
pertaineth the sonship, the glory, the covenants, the 
giving of the law to the Gentiles, and the service' of 
God in the earth !" And in all this he was but the 
reflex of One, who also was to come, according to the 
flesh of the same fathers, although then and tww God 
over all, blessed for ever. Yes, it was but the. love of 
Him, the blessed seed of Abraham, who afterwards, 

^^1^' heholding the doomed city Jerusalem, wept over it 
as He pronounced its coming desolation — in spirit 
already mourning over Israel, who refused to come 
under His wings, and increased their sin, extending 
the time of Jehovah's indignation ! For while he, 
Daniel, was mourning by the river Hiddekel, lifting 
up his eyes, he beheld One " clothed in linen, whose 
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loins were girded with fine gold of Uphaz. His body chap. x. 
also was like the beryl, His face as the appearance of 
lightning, His eyes as lamps of fire, and His arms and 
His feet like in colour to polished brass, and the voice 
of His words like the voice of a multitude." Daniel 
alone saw the vision; those with him fled to hide 
themselves, a great quaking falling upon them. Then 
was DanieFs flesh turned to corruption, and he was as 
dead ; yet he heard the voice of His words, with his 
face towards the ground, and, behold, a hand touched 
him, setting him upon his hands and knees, and He 
said, " Daniel, a man greatly beloved, understand 
the words that I speak unto thee, and stand upright : 
for unto thee am I now sent." And Daniel stood 
trembling. Then he said, " Fear not, Daniel : for from 
the first day that thou didst set thine heart to under- 
stand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy 
words were heard, and I am come for thy words." 

Oh, dear friends, how blessed, how grand, how 
comforting is all this scene now set before us ! First 
we have God's words. His revelation concerning His 
people, His purposes towards men; and we have 
Daniel in the midst of Babylon, surrounded by all 
the human glories of the ^reat city, in favour with 
the king, with everything calculated to draw away 
his heart, entirely filled with the words of God, and 
absorbed as to his affections and thoughts by the 
word of God. He is like one deaf and blind to ther 
things of man — his heart and mouth open to God ! 
The words of God brought out the words of Daniel, 
and the words of Daniel brought the Son of God 
Himself to his side : " I am come for thy words, 
greatly beloved! I am come to make thee under- 

I 
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CHAP. X. stand what shall befall thy people in the latter days; 
for yet the vision is for many days." 

Now, in the first place, let us learn from these 
words that all these visions concern the people of 
Daniel, the Jews or Israel only. As remarked in the 
second lecture, the portion from chapter ii. 4 to the end 
of chapter vii. is written in Chaldee to denote that 
their chief subject is the history of Gentile power in 
the earth; but the portion from chapter viii. to the end, 
bearing chiefly on the action of that power upon and 
in connection with Israel, is written in Hebrew. We 
shall therefore be greatly astray if we mix up our 
present calling and dispensation with this book. It 
refers entirely to earthly things and God's people 
Israel, and is totally silent as to events upon earth 
when Jerusalem and Israel are not owned there. 

In the next place, let us learn from the effect the 
presence of the Lord had upon the natural powers of 
Daniel, that it is impossible in our flesh or natural 
man to see God, or rightly understand His revela- 
tions. His nature was turned into corruption, and 
then the hand of tte Lord upon him enabled him to 
stand up and hear the words. The power of Christ 
resting upon him, he could say, " Let my Lord speak ; 
for thou hast strengthened me." Peace and strength 
were communicated to Daniel by the.felt presence of 
the Lord. Another remarkable feature in this vision 
*is the manifest possibility for God's people to behold 
the glorious presence of, and receive communications 
with Christ, without the cognizance or fellowship of 
the world around them. 

As with Saul on his way to Damascus, the Lord 
appeared in glory in the air and called him, while 
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his companions only quaked and fled, so are we told chai*. x. 
will the Lord come down into the air, and call us up 
to meet Him, unseen by and unknown to the world, Acts i. n. 
in like manner as He went. 

This is the final vision for Daniel's comfort and 
satisfaction, to set his mind at perfect rest as to 
Israel and the throne of Messiah, and the resurrec- 
tion of the ancients with himself to inherit their 
promises, and behold the glorious triumphs of the 
Son of God and King of Israel. It was to Daniel 
what the book of the Eevelation of Jesus Christ was 
to the Apostle John, of which more presently. 

We must here consider what we have mentioned 
in our first and third lectures — the mysterious an- 
tagonistic power exercised against God from the 
beginning ; the subtlety of the enemy Satan, in the 
form of the serpent, stealing as it were the power 
delegated to Adam over the earth, and henceforth 
wielding it against God through the agency of man ; 
God also choosing to meet that power, and finally 
wither it up by the agency of a man, the Second 
Man, the Seed of the woman ! " It shaU bruise thy oen iii, 
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel." 

The glorious Person in this vision must be the 
likeness of the holy One, Jehovah Jesus ! The power 
contending with, not overwhelming the "prince of 
the power of the air," the spirit that worketh in aU 
children of unbelief. Mark also the use of the word 
prince — the prince of Persia, prince of Grecia, and 
our Lord's expression, the prince of this world ap-j^^^ ^. 3^ 
plied to Satan. Then He calls Michael, one of the ^y- 30. 
chief princes, one of the principalities, and powers coi mc ^^ 
invisible to us — good powers in contrast with the 

I 2 
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principalities and powers, the rulers of the darkness of 
Eph. vi. 12. this world, against which we now have to contend in 
the power of Christ. Of these last there were the 
princes of Persia and Grecia here mentioned, the 
former of whom withstood the Lord, He says here, 
the whole three weeks of Daniel's mourning till 
Michael came to help him. And He said to Daniel, 
" Knowest thou wherefore I come unto thee ? It is to 
shew thee that which is noted in the Scripture of 
truth ; and now I will return to fight with the prince 
of Persia; and when I am gone forth against him, 
the prince of Grecia shall come, and overthrow him : 
and none holdeth with me in these things, but 
Michael your Prince^ 

Michael is here definitely declared, the prince or 
mighty protector of the Jews, the archangel who 
was the providential agent used in behalf of this 
people during the whole time of their subjection to 
the rule of the Gentiles. Let us, however, remark 
the word Prince when applied to our Lord — Messiah 
the Prinxx ! or the Jehovah's Anointed, the Christ ! 
the Prince of princes ! Thus is He distinguished in 
these books. 

I would now, concluding this lecture, bring before 
you the remarkable parallel there is in that which 
happened to the representative of our calling and 
destiny, the Apostle John; for while the Apostle 
Peter was exceptionally set forth as destined to a 
suffering death as a Christian, by which he should 
jno. xxi glorify God, of John it was said, " If I will that he 
tarry till I come, what is that to thee ?" Death is 
1 Cor. XV. 61. not our destiny or our hope. "We shall not all 
sleep, but we shall all be changed." John lived on 
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into the present state of things. Jerusalem and Jews chap. x. 
had passed from the scene ; God's people as members 
of Christ, with their lives hid with Him in God, 
were scattered everywhere — no earthly centre — no- 
where to lay their Head : He was in heaven. The 
apostles had all, with the true disciples, while they 
lived, been counted as the off-scouring of all things, i cor. iv. 13. 
and, with the exception of the aged John, been put 
to death in the world as evil-doers in its estimation ; 
and he " was in the isle called Patmos, for the Word »«▼• *• 
of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ." Yes, 
he was in the spirit on the Lord's day — the resurrec- 
tion day, the first day of eternity for man, the eighth 
day. No doubt he was waiting for the Son from 
heaven, and in spirit saying, "How long, Lord, 
wilt Thou delay Thy coming to receive us to Thy- 
self?" 

Then, as to Daniel in Babylon, so did God to John 
in Patmos. He gave to our Lord Jesus, the Son of 
God, the book of the revelation of Himself, to assure 
him, and comfort him, our brother and companion 
in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of 
Jesus Christ — not, as to Daniel, saying it was for 
many days, but to tell him of things that must shortly 
come to pass. 

In like manner, however, the earnest longings of 
John brought to his side the Lord Jesus Christ, as 
Head and Priest of His body, then and still forming 
in divers assemblies or gatherings of believers in the 
earth, represented by the seven golden candlesticks: Rev. ii.,iii. 
gold, as risen with Christ, the golden One, tried in* 
the fire, owned in the holiest of all, but down here 
distributed as pilgrims among the nations, and in 
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CHAP. X. the cities of the world, among whom he walked as 
their Lord and Shepherd, to rebuke and chasten, 
comfort and strengthen. His form was nearly similar 
to His appearance before Daniel, with two marked 
exceptions. His head and hairs as wool denote the 
Godhead, the Father as one with Him, and the two- 
edged sword from His mouth, as one to whom be- 
longed the dispensing of judgment, and which would 
shortly come upon the dragon and his seed. 

Just as it was with Daniel, so the appearance of 
the Lord turned his comeliness to corruption. He 
feU at His feet as dead, upon which the Lord laid on 
him His hand to strengthen him in Himself as risen 
from the dead, and enable him to "write the things 
which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and 
the things which shall be after these !" Thus as to 
Daniel then, so doth He to John now reveal for his 
comfort and satisfaction, all the things that shoidd 
come upon us during our sojourn here; the temp- 
tatiou and evil, with the perfect antidote for each, 
and deliverance from all, as found alone in His per- 
son, with the resurrection glory in the heavenly 
throne, during the time of Israel's troubles ; our 
association with Himself in their deliverance, and in 
His reign over them and nations saved, with the final 
establishing of all in a new heaven and earth, where 
God will tabernacle with men, and the Lord will 
manifest His name Emmanuel — God with us — for 
ever ! 



LECTURES ON THE BOOK OF DANIEL. 135 



CHAPTER XL 

Bead the Ohapter. 

This chapter commences with our Lord^s words, ful- 
filling what He said He appeared for, to make Daniel 
understand what should befaU his people in the latter 
days — ^first of aU stating that He strengthened Darius 
in his first year, upon which remarkable word, on 
turning back to the sixth chapter, we should notice 
how this explains the secret of Darius's partiality for 
Daniel at the commencement of his reign ! 

Darius, when ordering his newly-obtained king- 
dom, set up Daniel the Jew above all his presidents 
and princes, owning in him an excellent spirit^ thus 
raising the envy of his other princes ; and we must 
notice how he grieved over his fault, and yearned for 
the safety of Daniel in the lions' den. "And now," 
continues the speaker, "will I shew thee the truth. 
Behold, there shall stand up yet three kings in Persia ; 
and the fourth shall be far richer than they all ; and 
by his strength through his riches, he shall stir up 
aU against the realm of Grecia." According to this 
word have these kings been, and passed away, under 
whom the Jews were sustained and tributary. Cam- 
byses, the son of Cyrus — Smerdis, the Magian im- 
postor, Darius Hystaspis, and then Xerxes, who by 
his vast riches and multitudinous armies stirred up 
aU against the realm of Grecia, the result of which 
was, that afterwards the Grecians becoming strong, a 
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CHAP. XI. mighty king stood up as their head, to make war 
with Persia. This was Alexander, described in chap- 
ter viii. as the he-goat with the notable horn over- 
throwing the ram with the horns, representing the 
kingdom of Persia. 

We have before remarked how the revelations to 
Daniel are in these latter chapters confined to the 
eastern portion of the great earthly kingdom, not 
recurring to the western power of this last empire; 
seeing all the latter greatness of the fourth beast or 
kingdom is displayed as the King of Babylon, or 
Prince of the covenant with Israel, who comes to 

Joel iii. 9-17. his cud arouud the mountains of Israel, or in the 
valley of Jehoshaphat. The first four verses of this 
chapter are historically clear. The successive kings 
of Persia, their attack upon Grecia, from whom a 
great king stands up, who subdues the Persian king- 
dom, and sets up a mighty dominion, and dies in 
Babylon. His kingdom then broken and divided by 
his generals into four dominions — Babylon, Asia 
Minor, Egypt, and Grecia, as set forth in our eighth 
chapter, though latterly these four lost their do- 
minion, being plucked up for others, and finally 
absorbed in the Eoman empire. After this fourth 
or iron empire had carried out the wickedness of 
Satan in cutting off the Christ of God at the request 
and instigation of apostate Jews, and fulfilling the 
Word of God in vengeance upon Jerusalem and her 

Lnife xxi. peoplc, accordiug to the words of our Lord, " These 
be the days of vengeance, that aU things which are 
written may be fulfilled" — itself became divided, and 
gradually deteriorated in its power, being mingled 
with the seed of men; and had at the time now 
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spoken of in the last days (yet future) taken the form chap. xi. 
of a great image standing upon its feet with ten toes, 
or rather assuming the form of a great beast, whose Rev.xiii.1.2; 
mouth was that of a lion, feet as a bear, body as a V^' ^^'^\. 

" uan. 11. oil 

leopard, and ten crowned horns for its support ! This **» **• 
being the character of the last form of Gentile do- 
minion that shall complete the indignation of God 
against His Israel, carry out His purpose in their 
last tribulation, and then be destroyed by the Stone, 
and consumed by the breath of His mouth. 

I rather judge also, that from the fifth to the 
twentieth verse inclusive is given to us the history 
and chief actings of these four small kingdoms, as 
they alternately helped or harassed the Jews until 
the Eoman Caesar occupied all; and subduing the 
whole earth, took the Jews entirely under his yoke. 
Their history is then soon told. They are broken in 
pieces and scattered ! Then intervenes the present 
dispensation, when prophecy ceases to speak of nations, 
seeing God has none, and owns none, until the Jews 
return to their land I 

There is a gap in prophetic history from the time 
the Eoman armies destroyed the city and the sanc- 
tuary as stated, until the prince calls them again to Dan. ix. 26. 
their covenant, for the last seven years that remain 
before their reconciliation and redemption I Whether 
that parenthesis in prophecy lies between the fourth 
and fifth verses of our chapter, or between the twen- 
tieth and twenty-first verses, seems doubtful. If the 
former, then all the wars between the kings of north 
and south and isles of the west are yet to take place 
after the Jews gather to Judea again to set up their 
law and temple ; but as it seems clear that the last 
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CHAP. XI. great king is the prince of the covenant, and gathers 
them to their land and helps them to renew their 
covenant, as they formerly did with Nehemiah under 
the patronage of Persia ; as this covenant is only to 
last seven years, I should judge the gap in prophetic 
history to be the latter ; nay, we may, I think, ascer- 
tain this certainly by dating back from the described 
end of the indignation upon Israel and the judgment 
of this last great desolator; and so glancing back 
from the last verse of our chapter, and tracing the 
acts of this mighty blasphemer, we come to his first 
rise in the twenty-first verse, introduced as a vile 
person, who shall come into sovereign power peace- 
ably, and obtain the kingdom by flatteries; then 
with the arms of a flood shall they be overflown 
before him and be broken, i.e., after three kings have 
been subdued, the whole ten shall yield to him their 
homage and service, and he shall stand up displayed 
as the great king of the last days, the completed 
image of Nebuchadnezzar, the true and perfect pro- 
Dan. u. si; to type of Daniel's vision of four beasts with the ten 
^' ' * crowned horns. In the power of these ten kings he 
exercises his last terrible atrocities and rebellion 
against the God of heaven. 

We read that after the league made with him he 
shall work deceitfully. I should say here, with the 
Jews who have consented under his wing to set up 
their religion and the law of Moses, as in Malachi iv. 
They will then be gathering under their idol shepherd, 
zech. ix. 15- as prophosicd by Zechariah, and he subdues them to 
his wiU by scattering among them riches, and prey, 
and spoil he has taken from others. He is wickedly 
plotting to raise himself above all that have ever 
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been before him, and exalt himself as the mighty One chap. xr. 
of prophecy, the true promised king of the earth, 
and he would fain be thus honoured and exalted by 
the Jews. He is the one who shall come in his own*"^"®-^-*^- 
name, and be received ! I should also judge that he will 
be a Jew by birth, from the expressions in the twenty- 
fourth verse — "He shall do that which his fathers 
have not done;" again, the thirty- seventh verse — 
" Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers." At 
the commencement of the seven years he evidently 
flatters the Jews, for he has hope to rise by them. I 
should also think that the three kingdoms he subdues 
are Babylon, Egypt, 'and Syria. Some think Babylon 
cannot again be revived ; but surely, if Scripture de- 
clares it, there is nothing impossible. If you consult 
Isaiah or Jeremiah, you will find the firial destruction 
of Babylon always connected with, and immediately 
preceding ^q final restoration of Israel. Eead atten- 
tively Isaiah xiii. and xiv. A king of Babylon, or 
the great Assyrian, is God*s designation of Israel's 
final oppressor. Babylon has never yet met its doom, 
never been destroyed as Sodom and Gomorrah. It 
was a large inhabited town until the third century. 
It was there the Jews published their celebrated 
Talmud. There Peter, the apostle of the circum- 
cision, wrote his epistle to his Christian countrymen, i Fet ▼. is. 
Compare the doom of Babylon as written in Jere- 
miah 1. and li. with Eevelation xviii. 4-21. 

It is from the writings of the prophets we must 
perceive that Babylon is connected with the judg- 
ment of the last days, and the deliverance of Jeru- 
salem — that Babylon is a city as well as a principle. 
Indeed it is the principle carried out that ultimately 
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CHAP. XI. builds the city. Thus Cain went out in his rebel- 
lious opposition to God, and that principle built his 
city. So, after the flood, it was the evil principle in 
men, refusing to wait for the promised Christ, the 
Lamb, to take away the sin of the worid, determining 
that the worid was good enough, and men were good 
enough without God, caused them to go out and 
build their city ; and this was wickedness, which 
established itself first in Shinar, and built the first 
city in this earth, which, though God broke it up 
then, will, as we read in Zech. v., at the time of the 
end, in preparation for final judgment, build itself 
again a house in the land of Shinar, and be estab- 
lished upon its own base, ready to meet its doom, as 
told in Eev. xviii. 18-21 ; Jer. li. 62-64. If we 
reject Babylon as a city, and would limit it to a 
principle, we must also do the same with Jerusalem 
and Mount Zion, and spiritualize away all the future 
which prophecy opens, up of the reign of Christ, the 
King upon the throne of David. It is the very 
principle that has in these times stirred up England 
and France to erect the several splendid palaces for 
the National Exhibitions ; that cosmopolitan principle 
that will probably move the nations of the earth to 
erect a city in the land of Shinar, there to have a 

Rev. xviu. centre for the nations to interchange their wares, and 
display their magnificent productions of arts, science, 
and industry. It is a principle described as the 

Rev. xvii. 1. great whore, sitting upon and wholly influencing 
peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongues, symbolized 
by many waters. A principle that hath seduced and 
held the hearts of kings and the earth's inhabitants 
from their allegiance to God their Creator from the 
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beginning of the world ; that hath shed the blood of chap. xi. 
God's witnesses from Abel to the Lord Christ, from 
Him to the end of time. A principle which at 
length, rampant in the hearts of the people, will be 
intolerable for the last kings of the earth, who will 
denounce these merchants of the earth, these demo- 
cratic principles, which will have reached their 
climax in the setting up of the great Babylon city, 
that will reign over and control these kings of the 
earth, until, giving their power to this last great 
head, they restore in him the despotic power of 
Nebuchadnezzar, who will for a short time repeat 
his madness by setting up an image and worship in 
the whole world under Ms sway, and thus come to 
his etid. The principles, their successful results in 
the mjBrchandize, riches, and wickedness of Baby- 
lon the Great, developing in a great city and its 
destruction, are fully described in Eev. xviii. But 
this is not the subject of our chapter; it is the 
career and actions of the little horn, this great Anti- 
christ. 

Having subdued Egypt and returned to his land 
with great riches, he finds this Jewish covenant in 
the way of his ambition. He finds himself tram- 
melled by the righteous remnant, who are looking 
for their Messiah, and groaning with a consciousness jg^i^jii 15. 
of sin under the law. Others are believing on the i^^- 
Lord Jesus Christ, having the testimony of Jesus, 
and the everlasting gospel, the \^ords of grace and Rev. xiv. e, 
truth. He is also tried by the ships of Chittim, the ^' ^^' 
western powers, and in this extremity the dragon 
gives him his seat, and power, and great authority. 
He has been cast out of heaven by the archangel, Rev. xu. 7-9. 
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THAP. XI. and becomes incarnate in this man. Yes, Satan 
enters into him as into Judas ; he becomes a son of 

Jno.^i i2.i'^^^*^^^' ^^^ henceforth takes the perfect form of 
the beast, as described in Eev. xiii He will at once 
have indignation against the holy covenant, two- 
thirds of the Jews will stand on his part ; they will 
help him to poUute the sanctuary, to take away their 
daily sacrifice at the temple, and place the idols 
there. The- abomination that maketh desolate shall 
stand in the holy place, according to the words of our 
Lord in Matthew xxiv. 15 ; and then shall commence 
the great tribulation our Lord speaks of in verse 21 

Dan. ix. 27. of the samo chapter. This will also take place at the 
middle of the seven years that the Jews are to be 
gathered in their old covenant; and it is the com- 
mencement of the time, times, and a half (three 
years and a half). The 144,000 are sealed, and the 
witnesses commence their testimony of 1260 days or 
forty-two months, all synchronizing in time. Now 

Daii.xi.82, the wicked do wickedly; but the people who know 
their God are strong, and do. They that understand 
instruct many; yet they shall fall by the sword and 
by flame, by captivity and by spoil, many days. Now 
we can understand the prophet Isaiah, in his address 
by the Spirit to the righteous remnant, speaking of 

i8a.ii. 13,14. "the fury of the oppressor" (verse 13), "the captive 
exile" — no doubt in Babylon (verse 14), chiding any 
unbelief in them, as though the Jehovah would 
forget them who were covered with the shadow of 
His hand, whose word was bound up with them to 
plant the heavens, lay the foundations of the earth, 
and say unto Zion, Thy God reigneth. Now we can 
better understand the exhortation to Moab (just at 
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this time when God is about to send the Lamb in chap. xi. 
His wrath to be ruler in Zion) "to take counsel; to 
execute judgment for the oppressed outcast Jew; to **** " " ' 
make her shadow as night for them in the noonday; 
to hide God's outcasts from the face of the spoiler : 
for the extortioner is near his end." The oppressors 
— the beast and false prophet — are about to be con- 
sumed, and in mercy will the throne of the Lamb be 
established ; and He shall sit upon it in truth in the 
tabernacle of David, &c. Also the judgment of the Matt. xxv. 
Lord, sitting on His throne of glory, upon the sur- 
rounding nations, according as they have treated Jlis 
brethren Israel during their tribulations, and espe- 
cially this great and last one. Still some of them 
of understanding shall fall — to prove them, to purge 
and make them white, even to the time of the end, 
because it is a time appointed. And the king shall 
do according to His will: he shall exalt himself 
above every God, and speak marvellous things 
against the God of gods, and shall prosper till the 
indignation against Israel be accomplished ; for that 
which is determined shall be done. So also we read Rev. xiu. 4- 
of this same one, "And they worshipped the dragon 

which gave power unto the beast And there 

was given unto him a mouth speaking great things 
and blasphemies ; and power was given unto him to 
continue forty and two months. And he opened his 
mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme His 

name, and His tabernacle, and them that dwell in 

• 

heaven. And it was given unto him to make war 
with the saints, and to overcome them : and power 
was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and 
nations. And all that dwell upon the earth shall 
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CHAP. XI. worship him, whose names are not written in the 
book of life of the Lamb slain," &c. 

It is now declared that he will not " regard the God 
of his fathers," (surely he will be a Jew !) " neither the 
desire of women," the child to be born ! (surely the 

isa. vii., ix. J^ws will then be looking for the birth of Immanuel, 
the virgin's Son !) " nor regard any god ; for he shall 
magnify himself above all." In the place of the 
Almighty God, he shall honour a god whom his 
fathers knew not-; ^'gods protectors'' (margin) shall 
he honour with gold and silver, &c., whom he shall 
aclpiowledge and cause to exercise rule over many. 
Does not this agree with Eev. xiii.: "And I beheld 
another beast coming up out of the earth. . . . And 
he causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to 

worship the first beast And he doeth great 

wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from 
heaven on the earth in the sight of men, and deceiveth 
them that dwell on the earth by the means of those 
miracles which he had power to do in the sight of 
the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, 

that they should make an image to the beast 

And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and 
poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right 
hand, or in their foreheads"? &c. Is not this done 
in opposition to the sealing of the Jewish remnant 
by God ? Are not these miracles also like those of 

2 Tim. m. 8. Janucs and Jambres, who resisted Moses' testimony 
before Pharaoh in Egypt ? 

See also the prophetic word by the apostle Paul, 

relating what would take place upon the earth at the 

Thess. ii. Apocalypsc of the man of sin, "the son of perdition," 

even that wicked one "whom the Lord shall consume 
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with the spirit of His mouth, and shall destroy with chap. xi. 
the brightness of His coming: even Him, whose 
coming is after the working of Satan, with all power 
and signs and lying wonders, and with all deceivable- 
ness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because 
they received not the love of the tiTith, that they 
might be saved. And for this cause God shall send 
them strong delusion, that they should believe the 
lie," &c. 

His power and victories over all the countries of 
the Eoman earth are also described, as like a whirl- 
wind with chariots, horsemen, and many ships, by 
which he shall enter and overflow them with his 
power, having the mastery over the glorious land of laa. viii. 
Immanuel. Only these shall escape out of his hand 
— Edom, Moab, and the chief of the children of 
Ammon — the conquest of these countries being re- 
served for Israel after the deliverance from this evilisa. xi. u. 

Zech. xi. 

one, this idol shepherd, who betrayeth the flock he i^-i^. 
falsely gathers in their covenant, whose arm shall 
be clean dried up, and his right eye darkened by the 
Redeemer, who will come to Zion and turn away 
ungodliness from Jacob — this false prince of their 
covenant ! 

It seems that the king of the south (Egypt) is 
especially attracting his cupidity, and he is down in 
Ethiopia or Abyssinia when " tidings out of the east 
and out of the north shall trouble him : therefore he 
shall go forth with great fury to destroy, and utterly 
to make away many. And he shall plant the taber- 
nacles of his palaces between the seas in the glorious 
holy mountain; yet he shall come to his end, and 

none shall help him !" 

K 
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CHAP. XI. Now, I would thus express what I gather from 
this statement: the tidings out of the east are the 
beginnings of the perfect fulfilment of Jeremiah's 
prophecy against the Babylon city of the last day, 

jer. u. her everlasting desolations. 

They will commence with the gathering together 
of the kings of the east, of Ararat, Minni, and Ash- 
chenaz ; the kings of the Medes, Persia of the north ; 
for the spoilers shall come from the north, &c., 
against this great Nebuchadnezzar of the last days, 
who, the Lord then says, "hath swallowed me up like 
a dragon :" for this last man of sin gathers in himself 
all the delegated power of the Gentile kings; and 

Matt w ^'hat Satan offered to our dear Lord in His day of 

^■^®- temptation this man assumes. He stands, therefore, 

in these last days as the concentration of all Satan's 

Jer. u. 25. powcr, emphatically the Tnan of sin — " the great de- 
stroying mountain, which destroyeth all the earth," 
against which God now ariseth as He says, "Who 

zech. iT. 7. art thou, gTcat mountain ? before Zerubbabel thou 
shalt become a plain," and "the mountain of the 
Lord's house shall be established in the top of the 

isa. u. 1, 2. mountains .... and all nations shall flow unto it," 

Jer. u. 25, 48. but "I will make thee a burnt mountain! . . . Then the 
heavens and the earth shall sing." I judge, there- 
fore, that he hears tidings that the kings of the east 
are gathering against his seat of power — Babylon. 

iicv.xvi. The out-pouring of the sixth vial upon the great 
river Euphrates having miraculously dried it up, the 
way of these kings to besiege Babylon is prepared. 
Then the tidings out of the north are concerning the 
remnant of faithful ones^still in Jerusalem, and the 
witnesses still witnessing for the God of the whole 
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earth. He now, therefore goes forth utterly tp con- chap. xi. 
surae God's people, and afterwards to deliver Babylon. 
Immediately therefore go forth evil demons from this 
threefold concentration of wickedness — the dragon, 
the beast, and the false prophet — a fearful trinity of 
power, to gather the kings of the earth, the whole 
Roman earth, together at Armageddon, or Megiddo, 
south of Jerusalem, where Josiah met his end, slain a chron. 

XXXV. 22-24. 

by the Egyptians. There is no battle of Armageddon. 
They gather there all the powers and vast machinery 
of war of these last kings of the earth, headed by 
this earthly great one. They are the kings, the ten 
toes of the image, which, the Stone striking, the whole 
fabric will become baseless, and vanish like the chaflf 
of the summer threshing-floor, leaving all to be 
finished by the Lord, who, having at the same time 
with His Apocalypse over Jerusalem, as the Star out 
of Jacob, also destroyed utterly the children of vio- 
lence and him that remaineth of the city Babylon, 
with tlie city itself, according to the words of Balaam, Num. xxiv. 

20 22 24 

Yes, in this day of the Lord's vengeance, the stars of 
heaven shall not give their light : " The sun shall be ^**jj^^- 
darkened in his going forth, and the moon shall not 
cause her light to shine. And I will punish the 
world for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; 
and I will cause the arrogancy of the proud to cease, 
and will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible. . . . 
Therefore I will shake the heavens, and the earth 
shall remove out of her place. . . And Babylon, the 
glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees* ex- 
cellency, shall be as when God overthrew Sodom and 
Gomorrah. It shall never be inhabited, neither shall 

it be dwelt in from generation to generation : neither 

K 2 
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CHAP. XI. shall the Arabian pitch tent there ; neither shall the 
, . , shepherds make their fold there." "For the Lord 

Isa. XIV. 1. *■ 

will have mercy upon Jacob, and will yet choose 
Israel, and set them in their own land." The place, 
however, where this evil one with his kings and 
armies shall meet his awful doom, is in the valley of 

Joel in. 9-21. JefiosJiaphat, according to the words of the prophet 
Joel. In Zechariah xiv. we read — " Behold the day 
of the Lord cometh. ... I will gather all nations 
against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be 
taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; 
and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and 

zech. xiii. 9. the rcsiduc of the people shall not be cut off from 
the city. Then shall the Lord go forth, and fight 
against those nations. . . . And His feet shall stand 
in that day upon the mount of Olives," &c. (Eead 
the whole chapter.) The saints there mentioned 
will be the saints of the Old Testament; aU raised 
to take part in their promises, and feast with all the 
saved of Israel and the nations, according to Isaiah 
XXV., which read. 

Key. 3d. In the book of the Eevelation of Jesus Christ we 

find the last actings of this Antichrist thus described, 
with his awful end. We have Israel in their land, 
but trodden down of the Gentiles ; we have two 
witnesses prophesying the last there years and a half 
of the seven years ; we have the beast overcoming 
them just at the end, at the time of the sacking of 
the city ; their bodies are denied burial, and left to 
rot in the streets. The inhabitants of the earth re- 
joice and make merry, and send gifts to one another. 
Suddenly a voice from heaven calleth them up; they 
go up in a cloud, and their enemies behold it. Then 



LECTURES ON THE BOOK OF DANIEL. 149 

the seventh angel soundeth, and the kingdoms of this chap. xt. 
world become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of His 
Christ ; for He takes to Himself the power hitherto 
allowed the dragon and man, and reigns henceforth 
supreme. In chapter xix. we have it thus de- 
scribed: Babylon is destroyed, and her smoke goes 
up for ever ; and in the eleventh verse : Heaven is 
opened, and behold a white horse ; He that sat upon 
him called Faithful and True, who comes to judge and 
make war in righteousness. His eyes a flame of fire ; 
on His head many diadems; His name the WOED of 
GOD. An incommunicable name is His. The armies 
in heaven follow on white horses, coming with Him to 
act upon theearth,clad in white linen, therighteousness 
of saints. He comes with them to smite the nations, 
to rule them with a rod of iron, according to Psalm 
ii. 7, 8, 9, and Eevelation ii. 25-28 ; and to tread the 
wine-press of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty i8a.ixiu.i.8. 
God. On His vesture and on His thigh a name written, 
King of kings and Lord of lords. And then accord- 
ing to chapter xvii., this last Pharaoh with his kings, 
set on by Satan, shall make war with the Lamb of 
God ; and He shall overcome them : for He is Lord 
of lords and King of kings ; and they who are with 
Him are called, and chosen, and faithful. In chapter 
xix. the scene is thus described: "And I saw the 
beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, 
gathered together to make war against Him that sat 
on the horse, and against His army. And the beast 
was taken, and with him the false prophet that 
wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived 
them that had received the mark of the beast, and 
them that worshipped his image. Tliese both were 
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CHAP. XI. cdst alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 
^ ~r„ And the remnant were slain with the sword of Him 

Dan. Tii 11. 

that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out 
of His mouth : and all the fowls were filled with their 

Dan. XL 45. flesh.*' Thus shall he come to his end, and none 
shall help him. 

And what of the dragon and his demons ? An 
angel descends from heaven, having the key of the 

Rev. XX. 1-8. abyss, and a chain. He lays hold on the dragon, that 
old serpent, the Devil and Satan, and binds him for 
a thousand years, casting him into the abyss, shutting 
him up, putting a seal upon him, that he should 
deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years 
shall be fulfilled. Thus have we, who have an open 
book, been enabled to go even beyond this revelation 
made to Daniel concerning what should befall his 

Matt.xiii.ii. pcoplc in the latter days ; for to us it is surely given 
to know the mysteries of the kingdom. 

And shall we, who are called into the partnership 
of the Son of God, Jesus Christ our Lord — shall we, 

1 Cor. vi. 2. who are with Him to judge the world, who are espe- 
cially to be associated with Him in authority over 
the Gentiles, and rule them with a rod of iron — shall 
we be occupied in the politics and principles of a 
world still lying in the wicked one ? or shall we, who 
are called during this parenthesis in earthly history, 
during this waiting of the Christ at God's right hand, 
until His enemies be made His footstool, occupy till 
He come faithfully the place of testimony to His 
resurrection, as the proof that He hath put away sin 
by the sacrifice of Himself, on the cross; that this 
is a day of grace for all, that whosoever will receive 
Him now, as their righteousness and life, shall come 
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"with Him then ? Shall we not occupy as the har- chap. xi. 
bingers of the coming day, when He will raise and 
crown His ancient believers who have died waiting 
for their promised eternal blessings ; when all things 
written of Him in the books of Moses, the Psalms, and Luke xxiv. 

44 

the Prophets shall be fufilled; when He shall appear to 

Israel as the root and offspring of David, and when Rev. xxii.ic; 

we shall shine out in Him as the bright and morning 

star ushering in the day, when the Sun of righteous- Mai. iv. 2. 

ness shall arise with healing in His wings ? Surely, 

dear friends, we shall ; for we have come out from 1 iTxess. i. 

9 10 
our idols to serve the living and the true God, and to 

wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from 

the dead, Jesus, who delivereth us from the wrath to 

come ! 
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CHAPTEE XII. 

Read the Chapter. 

This is a continuation of the vision which appeared 
to Daniel in the previous chapter, by the presence 
and words of Him who stood upon the waters of 
the river Hiddekel, and declared He was come to 
make him understand what should befall his people 
(i.e. DanieFs people) in the latter days. We must 
therefore be careful, in considering the details of this 
vision, not to mix them up with our circumstances, 
with our calling. All is definitely connected with 
Daniel's people, the Jews or Israel, only aiBfecting us 
as associated with our Lord Christ Himself, when He 
shall come as the deliverer of His ancient people at 
the end of the indignation, when His anger is turned 
away, and His arm no longer stretched out against 
them ; for when He is manifested as Son of God and 

Col. iii. 4. King of Israel and the nations, vje are manifested 
with Him, we shall appear with Him in glory. 

iroseai.6,9. It had been declared that Israel should be as not 
having obtained mercy, and as not my people, saith 
the Lord. Since Jerusalem has been trodden down 
by the Gentiles, according to the Lord's words, they 
have been "Lo-ammi." Before this, when captive 
in Babylon, all the time of Persian, Grecian, and 
Eoman dominion, until their destruction by the 

^"^'ig!*' latter, described as "exceeding dreadful . . . which 
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devoured, brake in pieces, and stamped the residue chap. xh. 
with his feet," they were still recognized as God's 
people ; but from that time until this latter period, 
now explained and taken up by prophecy, they are 
nowhere, and prophecy ceases in reference to earthly 
things and nations, until they are in their land and 
place again. Without a proper understanding of 
this, without thus rightly dividing the word of truth,2Tim. u.i5. 
we cannot comprehend these things. 

What then is God doing now in His gospel tes- 
timony, having no recognized people, no centre of 
worship upon earth? He is calling out from the Acts xv. 
Gentiles a people for His name; after which He 
will build again upon earth the tabernacle of David 
which is fallen down, &c. He is by the blood of 
Jesus making in Christ Himself, of Jew and Gentile Eph. u. 
who believe, one new man to rule the nations. Thus ^*^ 2** 
the holiest is now open, and our Lord Christ is there, ps. h 8, 9. 
the centre and power for all worship and praise — our 
golden altar of incense, with His own blood upon 
His horns. There alone is our place of worship, not 
upon the earth, where only as pilgrims and strangers 
our place of service is. All earthly centres of worship, 
all the earthly religions, are set up by man, and are 
not of God. 

Here in our chapter Jehovah-Jesus reveals these 
things to Daniel, to help him in his perplexity re- 
specting his people, just as since that He, the risen 
Jesus, appeared to John in the lonely island, to tell 
him that He was walking among the candlesticks, 
and to reveal to him things about to come. 

In continuation of what He had said of the times 
of this gathering of Jews under their covenant by 
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ciup. XII. the help of the wilful king of the last days, He says : 
"At that time shall Michael stand up, the great 
prince which standeth for the children of thy 
people : and there shall be a time of trouble, such as 
never was since there was a nation even to that 
same time : and at that time thy people shall be de- 
livered, every one that shall be found written in the 
book." Now turn to Jeremiah xxx. 5, and read: 
"We have heard a voice of trembling, of fear, and 
not of peace . . . wherefore do I see every man with 
his hands on liis loins, as a woman in travail, and all 
faces are turned into paleness ? Alas ! for that day is 
great, so that none is like it : it is even the time of 
Jacob's trouble ; but he shall be saved out of it. For 
it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord of 
hosts, that I will break his yoke from off thy neck, 
and will burst thy bonds, and strangers shall no more 
serve themselves of him; but they shall serve the 
Lord their God, and David their king, whom I will 
raise up unto them." 

Then read Isaiah Ixv. 8 : " Thus saith the Lord, 
As the new wine is found in the cluster, and one 
saith, Destroy it not " (though many are bad) ; " for 
a blessing is in it: so will I do for my servants' 
sakes, that I may not destroy them all. And I wiU 
bring forth a seed out of Jacob, and out of Judah 
an inheritor of my mountains : and mine elect shall 

inherit it, and my servants shall dwell there 

But ye are they that forsake the Lord, that forget 
my holy mountain, that prepare a table for that troop" 

Rev. xiii. (who worship and follow the beast) " and furnish the 
drink-offering unto that number " (i,e. the number of 
the beast); "therefore will I number you to the sword, 
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and ye shall all bow down to the slaughter. . . Behold, chap. xh. 
my servants shall sing for joy of heart, but ye shall 
cry for sorrow of heart, and shall howl for vexation 
of spirit. And ye shall leave your name for a curse 
unto my chosen ; . . . . For, behold, I create Jerusalem 
a rejoicing, and her people a joy : . . . . And mine 
elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands." 

It is good to read the whole chapter to the end. 
And with reference to the words, "every one that 
shall be found written in the book shall be delivered," 
we read in Eev. xiii. 8, all the Jews shall worship 
him (the beast), whose names are not found written 
in the book of life of the slain Lamb, as foretold by 
Zechariah. Two-thirds of the Jews in that terrible zech.xiii. 
day shall be cut oflF, but a third part shall come safe 
through the lire — the elect — those found written in , 

the book; and to them God shall say. It is my no^ea ^i- »•• 
people; and they shall say, The Lord is my God. 
All which truth has been confirmed by our Lord's 
own words in Matthew xxiv., marking this very 
time as JacoVs trouble. "When ye therefore shall 
see the abomination that maketh desolate " set up to 
take the place of the daily sacrifice, i.e., stand in the 
holy place " spoken of by Daniel the prophet, whoso 
readeth, let him imderstand," &c. Then He adds, 
"For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not^^^jif^'^' 
since the beginning of the world to this time, no, 
nor &ver shall be. And except those days should be 
shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for 
the elect's sake those days shall be shortened." Thus 
our Lord graciously helps us to understand this 
Scriptwre (as He does also in His statement make 
clecur the present state of Israel as not a people'^ to 
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CHAP. XII. be the time when the Jews are gathered in Jeru- 
salem under the last Gentile king; and concern- 
ing the deliverance of the elect out of this lad 

Matt xxiv. tribulation, He adds, " Immediately after the tribula- 
' ' tion of those days shall the sun be darkened, and 
the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall 
fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens 
shall be shaken : and then shall appear the sign of 
the Son of man in heaven; and then shall all the 
tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the 
Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with 
power and great glory." Then will be brought to 
pass the saying in Isaiah Ixiii., "The day of ven- 
geance is in mine heart, and the year of my redeemed 
is come." And in Isaiah lix.; "And the Eedeemer 
shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from 
transgression in Jacob, saith the Lord." And in 
Zechariah xiv.: "Then shall the Lord go forth, and 
fight against those nations, as when He fought in 
the day of battle. And His feet shall stand in that 
day upon the mount of Olives." 

Act8xxiv.i5. In the second verse we have brought before us 
what the apostle declares as the faith and hope 
of Israel, the resurrection both of the just and un- 
just. " Multitudes of them that sleep in the dust of 
the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and 
some to shame and everlasting abhorrence." And 
here let us confine ourselves to the subject, even to 
the Jewish people and their hopes; and^emember 
there are two resurrections spoken of always, and 

John V. 29. especially by our Lord — a resurrection to life, and a 
resurrection to judgment. But these are distinct as 
regards time, though one in their moral bearing 
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both upon Jew and Gentile, inasmuch as all must chap. xii. 
stand up again, either in life eternal, or to be judged 
and punished everlastingly. In the last chapter of 
Isaiah, after the Lord hath shewn to the redeemed 
tribes who have been established under Messiah, the 
Lord of hosts, during His reign of a thousand years, 
which would issue in the final judgment of the great 
white throne, that their seed and name would remain 
eternally before Him in the new heavens and the new 
earth. He adds, "And they shall go forth and lookiaa.ixvi. 24. 
upon the bodies of men who have transgressed 
against me [here again Israel alone are referred to, 
being here the alone subject] ; for their worm shall 
not die, neither shall their fire be quenched; and 
they shall be an abhorrence unto all flesh," according 
to the expression above, eternal abhorrence. 

At the end of Rev. xi., at the sound of the seventh 
trumpet, when Israel is delivered, and the kingdom 
of our Christ is set up, these things are brought 
together. "And the nations were angry, and thy Rev. ». is. 
wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they 
should be judged, and that thou shouldest give 
reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the 
saints, and them that fear thy name, small and great; 
and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth." 
The judgment of the dead there is rewarding them 
by raising them in glory — the saints of the Old 
Testament, the faithful, who had died before Christ, 
and those who died for the witness of Jesus, and for 
the word of God, refusing the mark of the Beast. 

In Eevelation xx. 4, 5, we have distinctly told us 
the times when these resurrections will take place. 
The resurrection of the just at the commencement, 
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CHAP. XII. the resurrection of the unjust and of transgressors 
at the end of the thousand years' reign of Jesus 
Christ the Son of man. 

That the resurrection of the just is set forth in 
Scripture as a judgment of reward — a righteous judg- 

iPet. iv.6. ment of those who have been judged according to 
men in the flesh, is yet more clearly shewn in 
Isaiah xxv. 8; xxvi. 19, where the raising of all 
the saints of the Old Testament, especially Abra- 
ham and his children by faith, who had died with- 
out having their promises, are mentioned ; and that 
it will take place after we of this calling have, 

1 Cor. XV. 54. if iu coTTuption put on incorruption, if in mortal 
bodies have put on immortality; for 'Hhen shall be 
brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is 
swallowed up in victory;" when the Lord will wipe 
away tears from off all faces ; and the rebuke of His 
people shall He take away from off all the earth: 
evidently the time alluded to in this second verse of 
our chapter, and reiterated in Isa. xxvi. 19, v^here, in 
answer to the complaint and hitherto disappointment 
of Israel's hope, God by His prophet says, "Thy dead 
men shall live ;" then as a term of endearment where- 
by He would designate His departed saints. He adds, 
''My dead one, or corpse, shall they arise ?" Shxill arise 
is plural ; there is no word for " body" in our transla- 
tion ; the old Greek translate " those in the graves," 
the Syriac, "their corpses;" but the correct is my 
corpse. It would be the departed saints of the Old 
Testament, of course, with whom the converted Jews 
and the nations who are saved shall sit down, accord- 
ing to our Lord's words, at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ wdth His risen assembly — His body of 
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glory. That this refers to our present subject is very chap. xn. 
clear from the following verses and the next chapter.* isa. xxvu. 

The third verse refers us back to chapter xi., where ^'^' 
those who understand, who instruct many, and who 
know their God, shall be strong, and do great works 
of faith and love. These will be great witnesses in 
the land in those days. " Here is the patience of the itpv. xiv. 
saints : here are they that keep the commandments 

of God, and the faith of Jesus Blessed are the 

dead which die in the Lord .... that they may rest 
from their labours ; and their works do follow them." 
Yet some of them shall fall by the sword, by flame, 
by captivity, and by spoil, many days; but though 
they may suffer, yet shall they be rewarded ; and if 
they are put to death, they shall rise from the dead, 
and shine as the brightness of the firmament, and as 
tlie stars for ever. See also Eev. xx. 4, the latter 
clause. 

There will also be the hundred and forty-four Rev. vii. 
thousand sealed Jews, who will be protected through 
the fires of wrath and persecution, and will not be 
hurt by the judgments of God, but be exempt, as 

♦ I would mention here also, that it has been suggested by 
some, and perhaps rightly, that those mentioned here who awake 
from the dust to shame and eternal abhorrence, are the same with 
those mentioned in Isaiah Ixvi. 24, and are Jews who have borne 
the mark of the beast and worshipped his image, of whom it is 
said, ** If any one worship the beast and his image, and receive I^v- ^^^ 
his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, the same shall drink of 
the wine of the wrath of God .... and he shall be tormented 
with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and 
in the presence of the Lamb : and the smoke of their torment 
ascondeth up for ever and ever : and they have no rest day nor 
night," and are thus brought forth to visible judgment at the 
commencement of the reign of Christ. 
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CHAP. xii. Israel in Goshen of old, while the judgments fall in 

Ex. viii. 22. succession upon this last Pharaoh and his worship- 
pers. Here wiU come in the help of Michael their 
Prince and his angels. After the Christian saints 

iiev. xiL have ascended to be ready for ruling the nations, 
Michael will cast out of the air or heavens Satan and 

Eph. vi. liis angels, the wicked spirits that are now in the 
heavenlies, and further protect from his great rage 
the seed of the woman now being brought forth 
below, to form the righteous nation upon earth, 
God's elect, who are to inherit the holy mountains 
of Israel, the seed of the blessed of the Lord, and 
their offspring with them. 

Daniel has it now intimated to him that this must 
be enough for him to know. The book is shut up, 
and sealed unto the tiTm of the end. Then many 
shall search it " to and fro," and knowledge shall be 
increased. At the time of the end the vision shall 
speak plainly. The book shall be searched from 
Genesis to Revelation^ and the knowledge of God's 
purposes and acts shall be increased. Further to 
quiet him, there appeared to Daniel other two, on 
either side of the river, saying to Him who stood 
upon the waters, " How long shall it be to the end 
of these wonders ?" and Daniel says he heard the 
answer, when the man clothed in linen held up his 
right hand to heaven, and sware by Him who liveth 
for ever, that it shall be for a timey timeSy and half a 
time; and when he shall have accomplished to scatter 
the power of the holy people, all things shall be 
finished ! 

Surely we have another scene like this in Eevela- 
tion X., when the same person is introduced as a 
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mighty angel clothed with a cloud, and a rainbow upon obap. mi. 
his head, his face as the sun, and his feet as pillars 
of fire ; having in his hand a little book open, not 
sealed. He set his right foot upon the sea, his left 
upon the earth, and cried as a lion roareth. Ho then 
lifted up his hand to heaven, and sware by Him who 
liveth for ever, and who created all things, that there 
shall be no longer time; but in the days of the seventh 
angel, when he shaU begin to sound, the mystery of 
God shall be finished, as declared to the prophets. 
But that during the time before the angel sounds, 
tlie contents of the little book, no longer sealed, but 
open, must be prophesied again before many peoples, 
and tongues, and nations, and kings. 

Then Eev. xi. describes the circumstances of the 
Jews during the time, times, and a half in Jewish 
tenns thus : " Measure the inner temple of God, or 
holy of holies, the golden altar, and them that worship 
therein." Keep them distinct, signifying the risen 
saints, the present called ones. Then the court with- 
out and the holy city are given to the Gentiles t6 
tread under foot forty and two months, exactly 1260 
days, or tlireo years and a half, a time, times, and a 
half time, during which period happens the great 
tribulation and the great persecution until tlie seventh 
angel sounds, then all is finished : " There were great 
voices in heaven, saying. The kingdoms of this world 
are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of His 
Christ ; and He shall reign for ever and ever." It is 
here also the resuh'ection of the just is brought in as 
mentioned above, and the inner temple, or holy of 
holies, at the same time is displayed openly, no longer 
measured off, but the glory of the Lord is revealed^ 

L 
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CHAP. xn. and all flesh see it together, and righteous judgments 
are poured out. 

Daniel, still persisting in his desire to understand 
and know what shall be the end of these things, is 
thus dismissed : "Go thy way, Daniel : for the words 
are closed up and sealed till the time of the end. 
Many shaU be purified, and made white, and tried; 
but the wicked shall do wickedly : and none of the 
wicked shall understand ; but the wise shall under- 
stand. And from the time that the daily sacrifice 
shall be taken away, and the abomination that maketh 
desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two hun: 
dred and ninety days. Blessed is he that waiteth, 
and cometh to the thousand three hundred and five 
and thirty days." 

We are, I think, nowhere told about this added 
period of two montlis and a half; but as the de- 
struction of the beast and his armies, the binding of 
Satan and his legions, casting them into the abyss, 
the repentance and acceptance of the twelve tribes, 
who are now purged of the rebels, will take up time, 
we need not wonder if there is extended time to 
receive the fulness of blessing. The book of the Eeve- 
lation of Jesus Christ, however, carries us on beyond 
millennial glories into the new heavens and earth, 
carrying with us all that has been set up eternally in 
Christ ; namely, the present calling of His body and 

Isaiah uv. 6. bride — His Israelitish nation, or Jehovah's earthly 
bride — and the Gentile nations and their kings, ac- 
cording to God's eternal purpose in Christ before the 
ages, and according to His revealed purpose to Abra- 
ham and his seed for ever. So wUl He head up all 
things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and 
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which are on earth, according to Eph. i. 10, even in o^^- ^n- 
Him, who will make all things new, and God shall Eev.nd. 
tabernacle with man ! 

Then Daniel, beloved of God, shall stand in his 
lot! He would not accept the deliverance by 
Cyrus. His great Messiah was paramount in his 
mind. Nothing short of Him would satisfy, and for 
that he must wait ! " Go thy way tiU the end be : 
for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end 
of the days." He fell asleep in Babylon until the 
day of his Lord, when he shall stand with others in 
his lot. 

Ah, then, what a lot will be given to these men 
of mark, these men who witnessed for the four thou- 
sand years before Christ came in the flesh ! Adam, 
who accepted the promise of the woman's Seed as 
life from the dead, and went forth to bear his new 
circumstances as one subjected to them in hope! 
Abel, who suffered for the truth of grace and hope ! 
Enoch, who walked with God apart from Cain and 
his city, with others who waited for the promises ! 
Noah, who condemned the old world by his obedi- 
ence of faith, and became an earnest and a type of 
Him who carries His elect through the judgments to 
a new creation ! The same who alone can comfort 
us concerning the earth which God had cursed, the 
true Noah and preacher of righteousness ! Abraham, 
the friend of God, and father of the Seed ! Isaac, 
the child of promise ! Jacob, the supplanter ! and, as 
Paul says, all those whom to mention time would failHeb.zi. 
us ! — all those wondrous monuments of the grace of 
God, and the triumphs of faith, of whom the world 
was not worthy, who died not receiving their pro- 
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CHAP. xn. mises; God having provided a better thing for ns, that 
they without or apart from us should not be perfected. 
All these shall rise and stand in their own lot ! And, 
lo ! who ia He who condescends to have a lot among 
men ? The only begotten Son of God, who came in 
the flesh, to become, not only by death the end of 
the first man and his sin, but in resurrection the 
second man I — the heir of all the promises and pur- 

Eev.iii.i4. poscs of God iu man, the Amen, and the beginning 
of the creation of God ! 

He, heading up the new-begotten human race, the 

Rev. i 6. first-begotten of the dead ones, takes the first place, 
and stands in the first lot, according to His own 

PsahnxvL words— " The Jehovah is the portion of mine in- 
heritance and of my cup : thou maintainest my lot. 
The lines have fallen unto me in pleasant places; 
yea, I have a goodly heritage." According to Psahn 
xxiv., "The King of glory." According to Psalm xlv., 
" Thy throne, God, is for ever and ever. . . . Thou 
lovest righteousness, and hatest wickedness: there- 
fore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil 
of gladness above thy fellows." He who comes out 

Eev. xix. leading the armies of heaven. His eyes as a flame of 
fire, and on His head many diadems, and a na7ne, a 
lot given Him, none could know but Himself — King 
of kings, and Lord of lords. Yes, He comes to take 
His lot over the sons of men, over the new creation. 
And who are those who follow ? All who during the 
rejection of this King of Jews and King of nations, 
believed on and sufiered with Him. His own mem- 
bers, His co-heirs, partakers of the sufferings, now 
glorified with Him. Oh that, while Daniel's people 
are for a season set aside, we might fully know our 
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high, our heavenly calling in Him at God's right chap. xii. 
hand ! that our hearts, as Daniel's, might be so bound 
up in the glories of our Jesus and our fellowship 
with Him ! We are all co-heirs ¥dth this exalted 
Lord, or we are notliing. We are risen with Him to 
the heavens, or we are nothing. We are seated with 
Him in heavenly places, or we are nothing but poor 
sinners, and children of wrath still. 

Oh, dear friends, the books are open; nothing is 
sealed; the Holy Ghost is here to teach us these things 
of Jesus, and show us things to come ! May the true 
teachings of the book awaken us from sleep, and 
cause us to increase our knowledge, that we may 
better know what is the hope of His calling, andBph.Lis. 
what the riches of the glory of God's inheritance in 
His saints ! 
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